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ALI4 IS NOT GOLD THAT GLITTERS, 



10 whom does that house belong?** 
said Mrs. Derville to a countryman pass- 
irig by, as she was returning from Lon- 
don to her home in a distant county, ac- 
companied by her daughter Jane a girl 
of eighteen, Mary Ann a child eight years 
old, and Lionel Derville her sön, a youth 
just turned of twenty. 

" That house belongs to one Madam 
Arlington/' replied the man, "and all 
that land as far as you can see, and those 
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the splendid domain ; and simk into si- 
lence- 

llie abode of Mrs, Arlington was in- 
deed in size and grandeur a'contrast ta 
that of Mrs. Derville; but in beauty of 
Situation and in real comfort the rectory 
over which Mrs. Derville presided could 
bear comparison with any abode whatever, 
and tili hitherto she had always thought so 
herseif. What had so changed her ideas 
on the subject ? A legacy, a j ourney tO;Lon- 
don and a six-weeks residence there. 
* At the age of sixteen Mrs . Derville was 
an admired beauty in the country circle 
in which she mov«d ; and her charms. both 
of person and mind, eombined with the 
respectability of her birth and the excel- 
lence of herfortune, made an union with 
her as desirable in point of prudence and 
arabition as in taste. Amongst many 
lovers she had two who were a complete 
contrast to each other in worldly pre- 
tensions ; för one was infinitely her su- 
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^erior in fortune, and the other as much 
beneath her. The one had a mansioit 
and estates equal to those of \frs. Ar« 
lington; to the other might be applied 
the words of the old bailad, 

«* Wisdom and worth were all he !md 5" 

änd Anna Pointz could have added^ 
'' And they were all to me :" 

for, Consulting nothmg but her heart^ she 
gave herseif and her wealth to Mr. Der- 
villcj who had just entered the churcli ; 
and when he was old enough to take 
priest^a Orders she presented him to a 
iiving which was part of her fortune. 

And every day convinced Mrs. Der- 
ville of the wisdonx of her choice, since 
^very day discovered some new virtue in 
Derville, whenever he appeared in any 
new Situation. 

To the fond husband succeeded the 
fifiectionate father, and the exemplary 
teacher to others of thoi>e holy precept!$ 
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by which bis own Hfe was fasbioned; än4 
three lovely children had cemented still 
more tbe tie of conjugal afFection, wheit 
a noble relation, wbo had been too proud 
to notice Mrs. Derville during her life* 
time» left her at her death a considerable 
legacy in money, together with a share of 
her clotheSj, furniture, &c., of which share 
she was to be allowed her choice. 

It was therefore requisite for Mrs. Der* 
ville to go to London ; and it was with an 
äching heart that Derville assured her he 
could not accompany her, because he could 
get no one to p^rform bis parish duties 
for bim during an absence, probably, of 
mahy weeks. 

He had another reason for givmg up 
all idea of leaving home, which he ten- 
deriy and wisely concealed from his wife ; 
not only in order to spare her certain and 
unnecessary anxiety, butto secure her own 
and her children's safety. A low and in- 
fectious fever had just broken out in the 
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Silage, and Derville knew that if bis af- 
fectiouate wife was aware of the circutii^ 
stance she would either insist on staying 
to share bis duties and bis dangers, or sbe 
WDuld have gone to London and remained 
there in a State of constant alarm conoern« 
ing him and the children whom sbe bad 
left behind. Tbe necessity of a joumey 
to London tberefore was rendered doubly 
^ortunate in Mr. Derville^s eyes by tbis 
alarming malady ; as, by prevailing on bis 
wife to take all ber family with ber, be 
shouid place tbem all beyond tbe reach 
of infection. 

He consequently took every possiblc 
precaution to keep tbe knowledge of tbe 
fever from bis wife ; and as it bad only as 
yet sbown itself at the extremity of the pa- 
rish, he suceeeded in bis attempt; and be 
contrived to prevent her and the children 
fromp&yingtheir accustomedvisits to the 
cottages of the poor, on pretence that all 
their tirae woulä be wan>ted to ppeparc fbu 
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JheiT joumeyj which ought, he said, ön 
^very account to be undertaken immedi^ 
;ately. It was not, however, without sensa- 
'tions of fond agony, which hefound it veiy 
:difiicult to conceal» that Derville beheld 
.them thus preparingfor a Separation which 
jmight, he knew, be eternal in this world; 
-jand whcHi after such struggles and such 
•tears as were likely to attend theix Jirst 
:parting, Derville saw the carriage drive 
^fF which conveyed from bis sight those 
fhe^tenderly loved, he experienced pangs 
jWhich nothing but the conviction ihsit 

4 

he was doing bis duty could have en- 
-abled bim to endure; for he was con- 
«^cious that in bis necessary attendance on 
,the sick he might imbibe the contagion • 
^ndsinkunderits power, **And then,"said 
be, clasping his hands in agony, " I shall 
iiiever see those dear ones again !" 

But there is no trial which a firm re- 
;liance on the only support that cannot be 
):aken away will not teach any one to bear 
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and even to triumph over. ** And niv 

wife, my children will be spared» and 

saved by this journey,'* he exclaimed; 

"there is comfort in thai assurance:*' 

though ever and anon he could not but 

recoUect that on this journey, which he 

Jiad so eagerly welcomed» dungers might 

attend, though of a differetit natnrey as 

great as those from which he had succeSwS- 

fuUy endeavoured to guard them. 

The travellers reached the metropolis 
in safety on the third day at noon ; and 
as they had never left home before, ex- 
cept to go to a watering-place in the 
neighbourhood, the eternal hüstle and 
crowding in the streets of London, which 
they entered at thecityend, had theirusual 
efFect on being entered the first time: 
and while Mrs. Derville, her son, and 
«Ider daughter, beheld every thing in a 
3ort of silent wonder, the little girl of 
ieight years old was in one constant ex- 

b6 
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clamation of childish delight. A lodging 
had been procured for them by the soli- 
citor, who was the executor of Lady Ann 
Pointz, the lady by whose will Mrs. Der- 
ville >was so much benefited ; and it was 
taken in the neighbourhood of Caven- 
dish-square, near his own house, as, 
though his office was in the city, he re- 
sided in Edward-street. 

Nothing material occurred on the first 
or second day of their arrival, as Mrs. 
Derville u'as not quite well after her jour-, 
ney, and had nothing so much at heart 
as to write an aecount of her feelings and 
those of her ehildren, on the road and on 
beholding London, to the beloved being 
whom she had left. And though she feit 
that she did not come to the metropoli^ 
to think only of her husband and to write 
to him, still while finding herseif whoUy 
amongst strangers, and alone in a crowdj 
a feeling forlorn as well as fond impetted 
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her to tum towards the home which she* 
faad quitted, and to seek comfort by re- 
calling it and its master perpetually^to 
her view» 

Happy was it for her peace tbat she did 
not even suspeet the dangei; to which that 
beloved being wa» exposed. She was not 
to go to the house of death and see the 
treasures which awaited her there, tili Lady 
Lucy Donellan — who like herseif was se- 
cond-cousin to the deceased, and was to 
have the half of the clothes and fumi- 
ture which she left — should be able to 
accompany her, and she was then con- 
fined to h^ house with a cold. In the 
mean while Mrs. Derville expected to be 
able to furmsh herseif and children with 
proper mouming beforeshe sawthat lady. 
But Lady lAicy Donellan was so eager to 
see the things destined for her possession> 
and also by calling on her co-partner in 
the legacy to discover whether she could 
not take advantage of her simplicity^ that 
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4Barly on the third day after their arrival, 
And at the risk of her health, Lady Lucy 
drove up to Mrs. Derville's door. 

Lady Lucy had not, at that moment, 
xesolved what line of conduct to pursue : 
3he knew not yet whether she should awe 
thecountryparson'swife, assheealled her, 
hy the repelling dignity of superior rank, 
iand thqreby make ht?r compliant to her 
.wishes ; or charm her into a desire tö oblige 
her noble associate, by excessive and con^- 
jdescending graciousness, She concluded 
that neither Mrs. Derville nor her grown- 
Aip son and daughter were presentable at 
her house : still she thought it would b^ 
best to invite them to dinner, but ask only 
jsome dependents to meet them, to whom 
3he should not be ashamed of showing at 
her table a gawky awkward milk-maidish, 
ill-dressed woman^ and her still more 
gawky and ill-favoured ofFspring. 
. Nor was this important point decided 
jn her mind, when she got out qf the 
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catriage. Mrs. Derville» who sat in • 
back room, did not hear the carriage 
stop ; and as the street door stood quite 
open, she did not discover that the foot* 
man's loud knock was at her house ; nor 
indeed could she well attend to any noise 
at that moment^ as she was singing an Ita- 
lian canon with Lionel and Jane, which 
had been taught them by a lady whom they 
had first met at a watering-place, and who 
had since been a frequent guest at their 
house. This lady, finding they had each 
of them iine voices and good ears, had 
taken the trouble to impart to them 
much of her own knowledge of singing, 
and had taught them the rare accomplish- 
ment of singing correctly in parts. 

Therefore, as Lady Lucy set her foot on 
the first step of the stairs it was ari'ested 
by amazement, for she had heard too 
much good music not to know that what 
she now heard was sweet and in tune; 
and she began to think she had mistakea 
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Ihe door : but the footman, whom Mrs» 
Derville had hired fbr the time they staid 
in town, assured her it was his ladies and 
the young gentleman who were singing ; 
and with a rijspect for the country par- 
son*s family, which she never expected U> 
feel, she entered the room. 

Mrs. Derville had too minch smiplieity 
of character, if not dignity of mind, to 
be embarrassed by a visit from a woman 
öf quality. She had never feit sufficient 
respect for mere titles, to be flattered and 
fluttered into awkwardness on receiving 
an unexpected call from a noble guest ;, 
and to Lady Lucy's increased amazement, 
Mrs. Derville and her daughter both 
met her with as much ease, though with 
a heightened bloom, as if she had been 
only their equal. But lier amazement 
did not end there ; for if her ear had been 
charmed with their voices, her eye was 
equally so with their personal graces ; and 
even before the first compUments were 
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over, and Lady Lucy was quietly seated 
in her chair, she had convinced herseif 
that her new friends were not only pre- 
sentable at her parties, but a desirable 
acqimition to them ; and as it was then 
July, when something new was particu- 
laiiy pniciouSy as the early wonders of 
tbe season were ceasing to be wonderfiil 
and to attraet, Lady Lucy resolved that 
Mrs. Derville (a beautiful country lady^ 
the near relation and legatee of Lady Ann 
Pointz, with her lovely and accornplished 
daughter and her^ handsome son, who 
all sung like angels) should be the theme 
of her praises for the next week, and 
that at the end of it she would make a 
party on purpose for them, and to intro- 
duce them into the fine world. 

For a time, indeed, the interests of 
her party banished the recoUection of the 
interests of her a?arice; but the latter 
passion socm returned, and she had now 
at length determined to promote them 
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by the arts of insinuation, not the power 
of superiority : inc^eed, she soon saw that 
the " country parsmis wife ^ was not a 
woman to be awed into any thing. Ac- 
j^ordingly, she used every art of flattery 
to please, and succeeded. Glee , suc^ 
ceeded to glee, duet to duet ; aod that 
aeeomplishment which had before been 
valued ehiefly as it charmed a husband's 
jMid father's ear, became, from Lady 
Jiucy's prai^es, only too precious to them 
as a passport, according to her, into 
Äjircles which they never expected to 
enter. The personal beauty of the group 
was not forgotten : and though she could 
.not exclaiin openly concerning the love- 
liness of the eider part of the family, 
— though Mrs. Derville, at thirty-seven, 
tooked like her daughter s eider skter, and 
Jane Derville was very lijce her still beau-^ 
tiful nipther, — ^Lady Lucy eould venture 
to go into raptures concerning the beauty 
pf the little girl, . and then declare sh? 
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ivas the very Image of her mother and 

her sister ; " And indeed, so is your son, 

Mrs. Derville, except that his eyes arc 

darky and his complexion ruddier, and 

•his look and person manly^ Here waft 

language for the ears of unsophisticated 

beings, who^ though they kne\v that they 

possessed personal beauty, had not learnt 

to value themselves upon it : — but sweet 

is the' language of flattery ; and as they 

rvvere sincere themselves^ they believed in 

Lady Lucy's sincerity» and though^ her 

praise disinterested. StTicere it certainlf/ 

was ; and as Lady Lucy knew the effect 

of new faces and pretty faces in the 

London world» she antieipated so mueh 

icldt to her next sAectpetit souper from 

the introduction of these novelties^ that 

her spirits became quite elevated ; and 

she was so entertaining, that when she 

left them, the Dervilles were delighted 

to think they should see her again the 

next day, The next day she did come, 
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his afFection, as he was fearful that the 
infection which he had ptovidentially 
tjscaped, might not be sufficiently over- 
come to make their return as yet a mat* 
ter of safety to themselvesa However, 
the mortification was büt for a moment, 
^ndi the permission was a »ource of last- 
iiig. satisfaction, as the wöek was to be 
passed in a round of pleasant engage- 
ments; It proved also as delightful in 
teality as it had been in expectatiön j and 
there was^ only one of the farhily who 
pined for the country, and did not thiink 
London the most delightfui place in the 
World. That person was little Anna, 
who went to becj when the others went 
to parties, and who thoiight the garden 
in Cavendish- Square a bad place to walk 
in compared to that at her own dear 
home ; and had it not been for the plea- 
sure which the fiiie shops afForded her, 
tind the s5ght of the carriages and the 
crowd, the poor child would have been 
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miserable during a residence which gave 
the rest of her fainily considerable enjoy- 
ment« 

The last two days of their permitted 
$tay at length arrived, and found them 
as unwilling to go a$ ever ; and maternal 
ambition and maternal fondness, added 
to the personal pleasure which Mrs« 
Derville herseif feit at seeing herseif fol- 
lowed and admired in the new world of 
fashion, made her resolve to desire leave 
to stay another week. 

The truth was, that a nobleman of 

very pleasing manners and exterior had 

pftidJanethemostmarked attention; and 

his admiration of her was so evident, that, 

as she found her daughter was strongly 

prejudiced in his favour, she had little 

doubt but that he meant to make her an 

offer of his band ; and that her beauty 

and her voice would, in the usual phrase, 

make her fortune, as they had done those 

pf other young women who were neither. 



22 MR9. AftLl'NGTON; Oft, 

SO well born nor so highly connected as 
she was. 

It is certain that Jane expected the 
same tbing; and the image of a young 
cuFate in the vieinity of Lovelands, who 
had her father s leave to gaia her affec- 
tions if he could, gpadually became feinter 
and failiter ; and the love which had made 
some progress in her heart before the 
London journey, was now every day rc- 
ceiving another and another check from 
the power of ambition. She thepefore 
was very eager to remain tonger in Lon- 
don; and her brother was equally so, from 
the pride and the pleasure which he de- 
rived from the great attention paid hitn 
by a Sir Mordauut Williams, a young 
baronet, who, though tbey knew it not, 
was well known on the turf, and remark- 
able for his pix^fiigaey. Urged therefore 
by their wisbes and her own, Mrs. Der- 
ville, tliough not without some feeling of 
i2emorseful tenderness and reluGtance, 
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promised her children to ivrite to their 
father, and heg to stay to the beginning 
of the seeond week in August. 

The letter was written, but not sent» 
when the carriage drove up tbat was to 
convey theni to an assembly at the house 
of Lady Lucy Donellan,-— and thither they 
went. 

As usual, Lord N. (the nobleman men« 
tionedabove) stationed himself at the side 
of Jane ; and as he was a man of consi-» 
derable talents, and of muoh weight in 
Üie cireles' oi high Kfe as well as in the 
Senate, Lady Lucy was ilattered to hava 
him at her parties, and was pleased to 
find the rural beauty had power to attract 
bim constantly to her house. 

Young Derville too, as usual, found bis 
new friend in the gay group, who, hang? 
lag on bis arm, led the flattered youth 
Uffe and down the suite of rooms. 

It was the first tirae the Dervilles had 
Seen Lady Lucy's elegant rooms thrown 
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Gpen en suite; and the beauty of the 
apartmetits, the brilliancy of the lights, 
and the splendour of the dresses, made 
this evening, in its commencement, the 
most gratifying of the sort which she had 
ever yet passed in London. 

. JMrs. DerviUe herseif might have had 
her constant cecisbeo if she had been will- 
ing to säerifice principle to vanity; as she 
was not only the object of admiration to 
men whom she had never seen before, but 
the loverwhom in earlylife she had rejeet- 
ed f or the sake of love and DerviUe^ was fre- 
quently in her society, and took every 
opportunity of convincing her that in 
^rs. DerviUe he had not forgotten the 
beautiful Anpe Pointz; and as he was 
now elevated to the dignity of the peer- 
age^ his attentions might naturally be 
s^pposed by himself to be flattering to 
her pride, however repugnant it was to 
h[er principles to reeeive them. 

. But not even gratitude for his pre« 
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tended persevering attachment, nor the 
whispers of vanity, had power to gain him 
more than a smile of civility f rom the object 
of his early love. Still there were times 
wken she wished that her lot had been 
cast in higher scenes than those in which 
she moved at home, and she would 
have haiied with joy her husband's elevia- 
tion in the church. One must forgive 
her this weakness for the sake of her 
well-principled rejeetion of her noble 
lover's renewal of attention, especially as 
that attention was so respectful, that a 
woman less rigidly correct might have 
thought herseif justified in receiving it, 
as she might have said to herseif " It 
can mean no härm." 

But to return to this evening at Lady 
Luey's. Mrs. Derville was s tan ding near 
her daughter, when the ever-attentive 
Lord N. proposed to her and another 
ypung lady to go down into the refresh- 
ment-room ; and they had nearly reached 

VOL. I. c 
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the door before Airs. Derviile was aware 
of their departure. She, however, feit 
it her duty as a mother to foUow them, 
but the crowd at the door was so great 
that she was detained some minutes ; and 
in the meah while her parental vanity was 
gratified^by seeing hertrülyhandsome son 
leaning on the arm of one of the most 
admired young men in high life. 

But though Lady Lucy had declared that 
he was reekoned the handsomest young 
man of the day, Mrs. Derviile could not 
be blind to the superiority of Lionel in 
personal beauty, though he was his in« 
ferior in elegance and air, as the bloom 
of youth unimpaired by excess was on 
Lionel's cheek, and theopen expression of 
a heart unconscious of evil beamed on his 
manly countenance. 

At this moment an elderly man near 
her said to the gentleman next him, 
** Who is that new victimwhom SirMor- 
daunt has seized upon ?'' 
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**^Victim ! What do you mean, Sir Tho- 

'^ I mean that it is destruction to ftny 
joung man to be taken noüce of and 
flattered by Sir Mordauntj fqr he will 
inevitaUy teach hini bis own vices, and 
lead bim certainly to the gaming-table.** 

" I fear you are right," was tbe an- 
swer. 

•^ I know I am. But do teil me tbe 
name of that poor youth ? He looks so 
good, so innocent, at present, that I wish 
he did not seem so pleased with bis com- 
panion.'' 

^^ He is indeed quite a novice,*" said 
the other, " and the son of a lady just 
come up from the country, wbo is intro- 
duced by Lady Lucy Donellan." 

^* Poor womau !" cried tbe good-na- 
tured observer. " Is there no one kind 
enough to put her on her guard, and 
teil her to prevent any furtber inti- 
maey between her son and that dan- 

c2 
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gerous young man ? Fröm Lady Lucy 
I knoiü such disinterested kindness is 
not to. be expected." 

Though thisfortunateconversation had 
passed in a low voice, Mrs. Derville had 
heard it all^ and with feelings not difficult 
tp be imagined : but the last sentence 
neariy overpowered her ; and she couid 
seareely help turning round and saying, 
•urged byan impulseof grateful emotion, 
^*The poor woman is put on her guard 
now, and God bless you, sir ! " But she had 
power to restrain herseif from speaking, 
though not from turning round ; and as 
she looked on the warning speaker with 
a glistening eye and a glowing cheek, and 
with an expression of gratitude which 
could not be mistaken, he suspected who 
she was, and on inquiry found that he 
was right. At first he feit glad at hav- 
ing been unintentionally the means of 
enabling a parent to save her child from 
destruction: but he was a man of the 
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World ; and being af raid, by Mrs . DervIUe^s 
manner, that she bad a great mind to in- 
troduce herseif to hini and make some in- 
quiries eoncerning Sir Mordaunt, which be 
migbt get into a difficulty by answering, 
he took care to remove from her sight as 
fast as possible ; especially as a friehd of 
his had just addressed bim, in Mrs. Der- 
ville's hearing^ by the name of Sir Tho- 
mas Waring. It was time then for bim 
to disappear, as Mrs. Derville already. 
knew more than he liked, in knowing that 
her authörity for telling her son — ^as he 
concluded she would do — that his elegant 
friend was a dangerous and unprincipled 
man, was Sir Thomas Waring. ** And 
really," thought be, "it would be very 
silly in me to embroil myself with Sir. 
Mordaunt and his family for the sake of 
persons of whom I know nothing ; and 
after all it is no business of mine.^^ So 
feit, so reasoned the man of the world; 
and he was seen no more that evening. 
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In the mean while Mrs. Derville, urged 
on by tlie crowd, reached the refreshment- 
room on the ground-floor, and saw Jane 
listening deliglitedly to the conversation 
of the agreeable Lord N. But being 
sätisfied by having her daughter in her 
sight, she did not force herseif through 
the crowd to join hev^ as she saw a vacant 
place at the table of refreshments^; and 
having asked för a glass of ice, she coitsi- 
dered while eatkig- it^ what would be the 
best manner of withdrawiivg her son frbm 
. the intimacy to which, she doubted not, 
a stop must be immediately put. Whife 
her thoughts were thus employed, her 
baet was- turned to two ladies, who like^ 
hörself wereeäting i'ce; and sheheard one 
of them say to the other, ** There, don't 
you see ? there is Lord N, as u^uäl flirting 
aiway with that pretty girl." 

" Yes, he is alwayswith her now — ^who 
isshe?" 

" She is the daughter of a Mrs. l>er- 
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ville, a relation and legatee of Lady Anne 
Pointz; but I do not see her in the room 
to-nigbt." 

** That is Strange ! It is verjr impro- 
per indeed in her to let her daughter go 
about thus without her." 

^^ Oh ! but she is an ignorant country 
lady, and cannot be supposed to think 
that any härm can come from the inti- 
macy of a girl in her teens with a married 
man of fifty. But you.and I, who know 
Lord N.> also know that we could not trust 
ijie affections of a daughter of ours with 
a more dangerous man.*' 

Never was surprise greater than that of 
Mrs. Derville. Lord N. a married man ! It 
could not be ! And th^ ladies havingcalled- 
for more ice, she still lingered near them 
in hopes they wouldcontinue theirconver- 
sation; and tbeyresumed itthus: ''Look, 
look ! how the poor girl blushes, and how 
pleased she seems ! Well, I am glad it is 
not my daughter, that's all ! Really, it 
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Iford N. were a. single man, I should think 
he was absolutely caught now; but mar- 
ried heis, and will remain so, Ican teil liim ; 
for I saw Lady N. yesterday, Icwking as 
well and as young as when they parted 
twenty years ago." 

" D() not teil him so," replied the other, 
" if you mean to be in favour with hiin, 
andwish him tocome to your next party." 
And then without seeing Mrs. Derville 
they left the room . Wonder, resentment, 
and disappointment now triumphed alter- 
nately in the mind of Mrs. Derville: but 
resentmentwas at length thepredominant 
feeling ; for, as Lord N. was married, what 
could his attentions toherdaughter mean ? 
— and how unkind, to say the least, was it 
in Lady Lucy Donellan, she thought, not 
to teil her that Lord N. was a married man ! 
".Yet I must own," said she mentally, 
"Lady Lucy was not likely to suppose 
I could he so — so foolish as to expect a 
peer would raarry my daughter!" 
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Thus humbled, ofFended, mortified^ and 
self-condemned^ she paused a moment 
longer at the table to recover herseif; 
and then making her way up to her daugh- 
ter, she put her arm in hers^ and begged 
a gemtleman whom she knew to call up 
her carriage. He did so, and Lord N. 
was reluctantly forced to foUow with Jane. 
When she was in the carriage, Mrs. Der- 
ville told the gentleman who had called it 
up, that shecould not go away without her 
son, and she begged him to go in search 
of him. He having met him in the ball, 
and brought him, muchagainst bis will, to 
the safe protection of bis mother, they 
drove off; while \yith a heart at once agi- 
tated yet relieved, oppressed yet grateful, 
Mrs. Derville sat in perturbed silence by 
her equally siient cbildren. Her night was 
nearly a sleepless one ; but it was also one 
of wide decision, for she resolved to leave 
London the day after the next, especially 
as Lionel that night hadasked her permis- 

c5 
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siöft to go with Sir Mordaunt to dorne fa- 
shionable races, atid to stay with him a 
night or two afr his hunting-boK in the 
neighbourhood; to which request she had 
givcn a decided negative, which her sön 
had received with evident displeasure, 

Mrs. Derville rose early, and innne- 
diätely seht ä note to Mr. Farrell her so- 
Keitor, to heg to see him in his way to 
the City that mortiing; and he camfe be- 
fore Jane and Lionel were down. Mri$. 
Dervilie immediately aisked him whether 
he knew any thing of Sir Mordaunt Wil- 
liams : and he gave her such an accoant 
öf him as fully justified Sir Thomas Wa- 
ring*s fears for her son, and determined- 
her to löse no time in removing him from 
so pernicious an associate. 

She did not think it necessary to ask 
any questions, relative to Lord N. ; the 
fect spoke for itself : — ^Lord N. was a mar- 
ried man, and yet he had pwl hör däugh- 
ter as marked attentions as if he had böen 
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at Uberty to pay his serious addresses to 
lier! 

When Jane and lionel made their ap- 
pearance the latter looked grave> and as 
if he had a request to urge but had not 
sufficient courage. Mrs. DerviUe guessed 
that it was a renewal of the petition to 
accompany Sir Mordaunt ; and she re- 
solved to put a stop to his hopes by telling 
him she had burnt the letter to his father 
which she had written to ask leave to stay 
lenger, and that she was positively deter- 
mined to leave London the next day. *^0, 
I am so glad» mamma!-' exclaimed little 
Mary Ann, '^ so glad ! Thenishall seedear 
papa again ! and Nelly, and my rabbits ! " 

But Mary Ann was the only glad per- 
son present; — ^her brother and sister were 
distressed for themselves, and her mother 
for them. Shefeared that her daughter>s 
a&ction& were a little entangled by Lord 
N's assiduities^from her evident emotion ; 
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and she also feared that Sir Mordaunt 
had already inspired her son with a taste 
for fashionable life, which miglit unfit him 
for his studies at College. 

But it was necessary for their good that 
she should let thein know all she had 
learnt, and from the best authority, rela- 
tive to the attentive admirer of the one 
and the flatteringfriend of the other. And 
while her maternal heart bled at the idea 
of the pain which she was going to inflict 
cm those she loved^ she eould not help re- 
proaching herseif for having suffered her 
maternal ambition to urge her to tolerate 
an intimacy between her daughter and 
any man of whom she knew nothing but 
his agreeable manners and high rank. 
But though she did not presume to blame 
Lady Lucy for not having told her that Lord 
N. was märried^ as that lady could not 
have foreseen how far her vanity as a mo- 
ther would cariy her ill-founded hopes ; 
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she did Warne her for not having told her 
that Sir Mordauntwasadangerouscom-. 
panion for her son. 

" Yes, my sweet child," said Mrs. Der- 
ville after a pause, in ans wer to Mary. 
Ann's exciamation ; ^' yes, we shall see 
dear papa very sooh now; and I fear, Mary' 
Ann, that you are the only one of us that 
can löok ät him without some self-re- 
proäch, for you are the only one that has 
always been willing and anxious to return 
to him. I have been a truant to him, but 
I am so no longer ; for I am sick öf the 
depravity and the hoUowness of the chil- 
dren of this fashionable World, and.I long 
to be restored to my own innocent home 
and your deär father." 

" Sick of London ! sick of this de- 
lightful place!" exclaimed both Lionel 
and Jane at once: *^0 deär mother! how 
can you talk so ? — ^Andwhen doyou mean 
to go ?" 

" To-morrow,"- 
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" Temonfow ! Oh, nö ! liot to-marrow. 
Pray, dear mother, do stajrtill next week.*' 

" Impossible.*" 

"What will Lady Lucy say?" said 
Jane. 

** And wkst will LordN. say, Jane P'^said 
Liond, looking at his sista- with a mean- 
ing smile. 

*^ And whftt will your new friend Sir 
Mordaünt say^ whom you make sneh a 
fnss about ?'" replied Jane, blushing as she 
s|)okei 

** Mary Ann^ my dear,*' said Mrs. Der- 
^Ue, ^^go into the next room, shut your* 
seif in, and try to ccmipose a pretty let- 
ter tio dear papa to teil him we are Com- 
ing, and how glad you are ! " And Mary 
Ann, deligbtedat theccMnniission, gladly 
öb^di, leaving her mother at liberty to 
make a communicationwhich mighthave 
effects that she did ndt wish her to wit- 
ness. 

" What Sir Mordaynt migr say, and 
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what Lord N. and even Lady Lucy may 
say, is of no impoitanoe to ua. The 
sooner you break off acquuntance whh 
Sir Mordaunt the better for you^ dear 
Lionel. And when I refleet on the maiiked 
atteatkm Lord N. paya you, Jane, I am 
oonvinced that it is time you should se- 
parate." 

Both the brother and sister faltered out 
*f What do you mean, deaf mother ?^ atid 
in such evident constemation that Mrs. 
DerviUe's volceialtered as she replied, and 
told Lionel all she häd heard, and how she 
had heard it, oi his^^*te7ii/Sir Mordaunt. 
The young man listened, and fain would 
have dföbelieved whiat he heard ; but his 
memory furrfished him with so many in- 
stanees of lax moraiity in the conversa- 
tion of his seducing companion, and of 
his love fbr {day^ that he was induced to 
own at lasi that the aequaintance so flat- 
tering to hüs ranity might hate been fatal 
to his peace ; ' and silenfly, but not vety 
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unwillingly, he promised to pxepare for 
their" departure to*morrow. 

'*But why," Said he at ]ength^ seeing 
that . Jane looked disturbed at what . her 
motiber had said of Lord N., ^' why do 
you disapprove Lord KPs attentions to 
Jane^, and take her away before she has 
eompleted her conquest, and the peer is 
herown?" 

v". Nonsense !" cried Jane pleased, 
though pouting as she said it. 

" Nonsense indeed^ replied Mrs. Der- 
ville, '* as Lord N. is akeady a married 
man, though he is separated from his 
wife." 

" A married man ! " cried the indignant 
Lionel, starting from his seat, while Jane 
looked pale and motionless as a statue, 
*'a married man! and pay such attention 
to my sister? Then he is a villain ! — But 
it carit be, you must be misinformed. " 

" Impossible. My Informant was a fedy 
who säw Lady N, yesteiday moming.** 
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— She theii related word for word what 
she had overhcard in the refreshment- 
room. 

" Oh ! what shall I do ?''exclaime(^ Jane 
in great emotion ; *' Lord N. is Coming 
hither this morhing. I can t see him, in- 
deed I cannot — ^A married man, and be so 
veiy particular in his attention to meT' 
Here a burst of tears relieved her agitated: 
spirits, which the soothing kindness of 
her mother and her brother soon q\}ieted 
agam ; though Lionel^ however, nearly 
overset her again, by declaring that if he 
sawLordN.he mustaffront him. But as 
his mother insisted that he should leate' 
the room as soon as ever he heard him 
announced, to avoid aught of unplea-. 
sant explanation, Jane beeame composed 
again: and at length Mrs. Derville suc-. 
ceeded in convincing her that she ought 
to see Lord.N,, and show him by the re- 
servesof her manner, that if he flattered 
himself that his attentions had made an 
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Impression on her heart, his vanity had 
deceived him ; but that, having consider- 
ed him as a single man, she had not 
serupled to admit of attentions which she 
should Rowthink it unprincipled in her to 
reeeire. **Iconclude,mychild,"sIieadded, 
** that whatever impressioh his agreeable 
manners have made on you, that impres- 
non must haVe been instantly efiaeed by 
the conviction of his unworthiness ; — ^and 
a mzcjied man who tries to win the af- 
fections of an iiinocent girl, musi be a 
being whoUy devoid of principle.^ 

"True, very true, — stiH I had thought, 
I had hoped— — •** 

" Yes,*'cried lionel, "the idea of deck- 
ing that beauteous brow with a Coronet 
made thee forget mueh thou should'st 
have remembered, Jane. Naughty girl ! 
to forget thät if you wore a Coronet, poor 
Ettstae^ would wear the willow ; aye, and 
that the wilbw perhaps would have waved 
over his eariy grave/* 
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"Nonsense!** again exclaimed Jane, 
but in a diiferent tone to that in which 
shespoke before; for the i^membrence of 
true and virtuous love was sweet to her 
heart, even tbough it awakened a feeKng 
of self-reproach,when she r^cpUcctedhow 
weakly that heart had beaten at hearing 
ikitteries and profession^d which now she ' 
m'ust fearn to coftsider as the breathings 
of degradilig admiration. Mrs. Derville 
häd y^t linotihet* piece of information to 
give — ^and that was the age of Lord N. 
And wh€n her astonish^ auditors heard 
it, Lionel was so amüsed at the idea of 
his sister, a girl of eighteen, being doom- 
ed to pine in hopeless love for a yoüth up- 
wards of fifty, that Jane could not help 
joining in the kugh ; and she declared 
that were liord N, to be able to ofFer 
her his haiid she should positively reject 
it. Thus far all was well. And the mo- 
thet's heart being Kghtened of its princi- 
pal cares by the way in ivhich her chil- 
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dren had receivedwhatshehad beenforced 
to impart tp them, she proceeded with 
cheerful alacrity to prepare every thing 
for her journey, 

During the course of the mprning 
Lord N. came, and Mrs. DerviUe was 
gratified to see with what propriety of 
feeling and manner Jane received him. 
Lord N. immediately saw that some- 
thing had effected a change in the feel** 
ings both of the mother and the daugh- 
ter towards him, — and he suspected the 
truth^ as he had sooti discovered that they 
were strangers tp his real Situation^ which 
even those whp knew of fi frequently for- 
got, and he also saw that his attentions 
had awakened ambitious hopes in the 
hearts of both: he therefore thought him- 
seif justified in trifling with the presump« 
tuous hopes of these handsome nobodies, 
and he knew Lady Lucy Donellan's self- 
ishness too well to fear thatshe would dis- 
coverwhathewished toconceal; for, so as 
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she could but attract him to her house, , 
he well knew she would not be delicate 
as to the means. 

While he was thus revolving in his 

mind who could have told the ruralbeaU' 

tieSy as they were calied» that he was a 

married man — and had convineed himself 

ihat they knewit — ^he resolved not only to 

make a virtue of necessity^ and disclose 

himself what could be concealed no longer, 

but to mortify at the same time that pride 

which now was, on principle, offending 

his. ** And so you are going away to- 

morrow?'' said he in a tone of regret: " I 

am very sorry tÖ hear it ; — and the more 

so, as I have not been able hitherto to 

request the honour of seeing you and 

hearing you at my villa— charming rooms 

for music, I assure you ; and I have a 

very fine Instrument there. My wife, 

Lady N., is an excellent musician, and 

she chose it; and'^when we separated, I 
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insisted an keepipg it. You have heard, 
probably, of my unfortunate Situation ?" 

Jane was too angry to answer ; but 
Mrs, Derville replied, that she was aware 
now that he was married, and separated 
froin bis lady; but she bad notfaeacd of it 
tili tbe night before : *'And then,"she add- 
jed, '^ as your lordship's manners are en- 
tirely those of a young (laying an em- 
phasis on that word) and (üsengaged 
man^l could not believe you were npiar- 
ried, and had been so for near thirii/ years, 
without great diiiiculty.*' 

He coloured violently at this implied 
sarc^sm^ and the more so as he tliought 
he saw a sarcastic smile on the iip of 
Jane; andpiqued in bis turn, he observed 
that he was to be sure qwite a boy when 
he married, and far too young to judge of 
any thing but external reconnnendatioiis 
in the choice which he made; — that 
Lady N. was young, beautiful, and high- 
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born, for ske was a duke*s daughter ; and 
as noble birth was a (^liiication abso« 
lutdy necessary, in )m opinion, in the 
woman wbom be married, be was bappy to 
find it united to beauty and accomplish- 
ments in the Dukeof B's beiress ; and tbat 
these requisites had so blinded bim to tbe 
defects in LadyN*s temper, thatwben tbey 
were married, bis surprise equalled bis 
misery. 

Both tbe ladies undersiood tbe revenge 
intended in this speecb, and wisely re- 
solved to let it pass witbout an answer. 
Mrs. Derville tberefore cbanged tbe sub- 
ject ; and saw, to ber great satisiactibn» 
that Jane bore ber part as usual in tbecon- 
versation. Bat Lord N. feit so provoked, 
and perhaps so disappointed» spite of bis 
assumed composure, thät as soon as Mr. 
Farrell was announced, be arose and took 
his leave in a very burried manner. 

Mr. Farrell did not stay long; and he 
M^as scarcely ^one^ after having w^mly 
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approved of Mrs. Derville s projected de- 
|>arture, when a very different visitor ar- 
rived, aiid one who did not, like Mr. Far- 
rell, approve their departure, but who 
•came to prevent it if possible» — for Lady 
Lucy Donellan entered the room. 

** Why, my dearest Mrs. Derville,'* she 
exclaimed, seizing her band, '^ what is this 
that I hear ? But I deelared I could not 
believe it tili I heard itfrom your own Ups. 
I am told — but it is really incredible — 
that you are . going to run awäy f rom us 
to-morrow morning ; — and here have I 
been projecting such delightful plans for 
yoü all next week, and such a sweet little 
party at my own house to-morrow even- 
ing, made on purpose for you, and to 
present you to some charming persons 
of high rank, the cleverest creätures in 
the World, who are dying to make your 
acquaintance ! '* 

** I am much indebted to you, Lady 
Lucy, for this further proof of your kind 
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atteution/* replied Mrs. Derville cooliy ; 
^'but no cpnsideration can induoe me to 
proloug my stay here another week.*" 

" Well, well, but stay, do stay wer Iq^ 
morrow. I Msure you, I can*t do wiik- 
out you ; and it is a party made on puT- 
pose for you aod your sweet warblers. I 
ha?e promised the compaoy they should 
see and hear a nest of the most charming 
iinging-foirds— «uch a lively and tunefiil 
group! 

^at is impossible.madam: the singing« 
bkds must henceforth sing in their own 
^q/e woods, for here they find there.are 
hawks only too ready to pounce on their 
unconscious heads/* 

^* Hawks ! hawks ! Very pretty and meta- 
phorical, but whoUy incomprehensible, I 
protest! Hawks! lassureyoualimyguests 
to«-inorrow are more like turtle-doves, and 
prepared to coo out their admiration for 
the sweet warblers. I assure you there 
i^ a young and beautiful heiress who is 

VOL. I. D 
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Coming, and who says such things oiyou, 
Mr. Derville, as I must notrepeat, lest it 
shoüld make you conceited ; — ^and a cer- 
tain young baronet declares Miss Derville 
is a divinity ! And I really believe poor Lord 
N. will destroy himself when he cqmes 
and finds my house dqirived pf its at- 
traction. What will he say ör do when 
he iinds that sweet i^en gone?'' 

'^ Find some other sweet syren as späii 
as possible, if one there be so lost to pro- 
priety tes to encourage the märked ad- 
&£e&se&oi?LmarTiedman. Had Miss Der- 
ville known Lord N. was married, she 
would not have so long encouraged atten-* 
tipns which^ I am tridy concemed to say, 
have akeady, J find, exposed both her 
and her mother to observatiöns of an un- 
pleasant nature.*' 

^^ And is it pos&iUe, my dear creatnre» 
that you can be so weak as to mind what 
jealous envious women say ? Lord INTs at* 
tentions andadmkation ace quite enough 
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to make any woman the fashion ; and I 
am qiute delighted to see how channed 
he was with your sweet Jane, as I knew 
how it would get her on in the world. 
And now that she is so adinired» so sought 
aftet, and that I have no doubt of some- 
thing very gteat turning up for her; it is 
quitea cruel, marätre sort of step to 
take her away. Beeides» to give you a 
little gentle caution ; if^ as you say, of 
which I had no suspifnan^ ypu did not 
know tili now that Lord N. was married« 
your going off immediaiely on hear- 
ing it, will show every body that this de- 
lightful Adonis of fifty*odd had gsuned 
your daaghter*s aifections, and you thought 
it better to sound a retreat ; besides at 
thesame time telling theworld, that,con- 
sidering your Situation in life» you have 
rather high and ambitious views for yoMt 
dai^ter.'* 

At first Mrs. Derville was too much 
agiCated to answer this long and artful 

d2 
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address; wliile Jane sat in tremblxng si- 
lence ; and Lionel looked at Lady Luc}^ 
as if he wished she were a man that he 
might knock her down. 

" If, madam," at length replied Mrs. 
Derville, *Mny ambition ever betrayed nie 
into wishing to see my ehiid the wife of 
a nableman, and that nobleman Lord N,, 
I am quite willing to expose myself, as 
spnig expiation of my foUy, to the mor- 
tifying su^picions and observations which 
you mention." 

^*But have you any right to expose 

your davghterto them ? ans wer me that." 

^ ^^^ane^ Ao you answer, for I f eel as- 

isured that you will answer as you ought.** 

And Jane, scarcely able to refrain froni 

tears, replied, **Whatever my mother 

thinks best to do both for me and for her- 

self, I am convinced is the best thing to 

be done : and as she thinks it right to go 

äway to-morrow, I am most willing to do 

so, let the World say what it pleases." 
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*' Mighty obedient indeed ! And yo«, 
Mr. Derville, are yot/ eqiiaily willing and 
obedient as your meelc sister ? are yotf 
(llsposed to break your engagement with 
that elegant tonish young man, Sir Mor- 
daunt Williams, who haa paid you morc 
attention than I ever saw hiiti pay any 
man in my llfe, and wlio woiild kavo 
given the very last polish to your man- 
ners?'' 

** No doubt,** replied lAonclj^ith a sar- 
Oiatic smile, and quite forced over to hi$ 
mother's side by Lady Lucy's imperti- 
nenoe^ as he called it; ^'no doubt, my 
mannei's might have received the last po^ 
Itsh ; but what does your ladyship think 
would have beeome of my morats^ undcr 
such a tutor as we notv find Sir Mor-' 
daunt is eapable of being ? '* 

" And pl•ay^yhat have you tosayagahifrt 
Sir Mordaunt's morals ? He is not worst^ 
than other young men, I dare «ay ; and* 
I cannot think what offidous pers^n ha$ 
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has been interfering, to frighten you all 
away at a moment when your own in- 
terest so forcibly requires you to remain 
here." 

" Accident, or I might say Providence, 
caiised me to overhear last night what has 
produced this change in my plans ; and 
when I have related what that was, Lady 
Lucy, you will notwonder at my decision." 
She did relate it ; — and before Lady Lucy 
eould rfeply, Mi-s. Derville added," You 
see Chereforei mädam, that a stra^er 
feit pity fo'r that mother, for whotn i/ou^ 
a professed friend, feit no pity at all« A 
stranger wished me*to be put on my guard, 
while you carefully concealed my son^S) 
danger from me: — ^And all thesecircum^ 
stances considered, can you wonder that 
the singing-birds, as I said before, are re- 
solved to warble no longer where they 
knowthat there are hawka ready to pounce 
on them ?" 
Lady Lucy was now convinced that the 
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eyes of the anxious motherwere too com- 
pletely opened to be closed again : and 
since all her hopeswere at an end of mak- 
ing the Dervilles of any further Service to 
her, she had no longer any measures to 
keep with them. She therefore gave way 
to the natural violence of her temper and 
ineanness of her dispösition, andreproach«- 
ed Mrs. Derville^ in words almost inarti« 
culate fr om passion, with the extent of her 
obligations to her^ and with the base in- 
gilatitude with which she had returned 
them ; by indirectly accusing her of pur- 
posely exposing her däughter to the ad- 
dressies of ä married man» and her son to 
the corruptions of a profligate companion ; 
but that she was glad she had discovered 
the real nature and character of Mrs . Der- 
ville, and had fouhd out, that with much 
seeming morality and pretence to religion, 
she had> as was usually the case, a great 
deal of real rancour, and was very apt to 
listen to scandal against other people. 
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" Littte did I think^ added LadyLuc)> 
''that an acquaintancewlüchlhad beenso 
diarmed with was to end in ihis manner. 
Howevery since it mnst be so, I am glad it 
bas terminated so soon, as I shall feel the 
less; since my tendcr nature is so apt to 
attach itself, that if a few days more of m- 
timacy had taken place, it would haire 
broken my haart to give you up, as I now 
Ao^for ever^ So saying, she rushed to thc 
door, and was down stairs before the Der- 
villes had recovered theconsternation ari- 
sing from so niany varied feelihgs as her 
parting address had awakened in them. 

Little Mary Ann, however,who had wit- 
nessed the whole scene, wasrfuUy mistress 
of hexself ; and jumping with joy she ex- 
tlaimed, **I am glad she is gone! a spite- 
fui old woman !** and themvilhgreat power 
of mimicry she took off Lady Lucy's man- 
ner and tones, and gave the greatest pari 
of the coneluding sentences with such ad- 
mirable eorrectness, that botb Lionel and 
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Jane could not help laughing ; thougli 
Mrs. Dervilie, who disiiked and had for* 
bidden the exercise of so vile a talent, 
woold have chidden her severely, coidd 
^he have attended to her sufiiciently. 

Lady Lucy, meanwhile, had scarcely 
gotten to the door, when »he recoUected 
how foolishly she had acted in quarrel« 
hg with these rustics, as they lived near 
sifhsbionabie watering-place, and it miglit 
be very convenient to her to go and 
spend a few weeks at their house evexy 
autumn. She therefore. resolved to go 
back, entreat Mrs. DerviJle to pardon tlw» 
irritability of her temper, and the exquisite 
acuteness of her feelings when the ten- 
derness of her friendship was wounded, 
and so on : and she was entering the room 
with her handkerchief ready to put to her 
eyes to weep out her apolog)% when she 
heard and saw Mary Ann niinückingher 
to the very life ; and unable to eontröl 
her rage öt thh imexpected proof how 
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cheaply she was held in the family» she 
gave the unconscious child a box on the 
ear, which certainly rivalled if it did not 
e>cceed in force that given by Queen Eli- 
sabeth to Lord Essex ; and having done 
this, Lady Lucy, ashamed of the exploit, 
and convinced this had not been the way 
to get an invitation to Lovelands, ran 
down stairs again as £a9t as possible and 
drove off, resolved to revenge herseif on 
the rustics, as she now called them in- 
«tead of the rural beauties and sweei 
einging 'birds, by declaring that Mrs . Der- 
ville had found out her daughter was de- 
sperately in löve with Lord N., and had 
therefore taken her away for fear of con- 
seqüences — a report which was too flat- 
tering to his vanity for Lord N. nQt to 
confirm as much as possible. 

The Dervilles did not soon recover 
Iheir surprise at this second'visit from 
Lady Lucy» and her sudden disappearance 
aftef having given poor Mary Ann so 



ALL JS NOT GOLD THAT GLITTERS. 59 

paönful a memorial of her presence :— 
she seemed, like a malignant fairy at a 
birth to which she had not been invited» 
to have cdme for the purpose of inflict- 
ing pain, and then to have vanished as 
soon as she had sueceeded in her endea* 
vour. But as soon as recollection was 
restored to them, Mrs. Derville cooUy 
Said to Mary Ann, ^*I am obliged to 
Lady Lucy for having saved me the pain 
of correcting an offending child myself ; 
the severity of the bloW which she has 
given yöu^ Mary Ann, is sufficient pnnish« 
ment for your presumption in doing what 
ycm know I hate and disapprove, and I 
trust that the remembrance of this well* 
deserved chastisement will prevent your 
ever erring in this manner again.*' 

" No, it wottld not,** sobbed out Mary 
Axfii; '' for I would do it again directly, 
though she were to beat me black and 
blue, on purpose to tease her, but for 
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fear of vexing you, mamma, — tbat I aiu 
borrj for indecd ; but for nothing eise." 
' Mrs. Denrille on hearing this rose, and 
taking Mary Ann by die band led her 
into another room^ as she never reproved 
either servant or child before another ; and 
h|iving reisoned with the refractory and 
tmpenitent o&nder, she brought her back 
again penitent and subdued. 

This was the last event in their Lon- 
don life ; and as it put a stop to their ae- 
quaintance with Lady Lucy Donellan, it 
was one that might be reckoned fortu- 
hate, if not important. 
. Mrs. Dervillesaw with athankfulheart 
the dawning of that day which was to see 
them on their road firom London and its 
^ dangers, and light them on their return 
to the safety and comfort of their home : 
for the fears of her matertial heart had 
tieen so strongly excited both for the peace 
of her danghter and the morals of her 
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sön, that as yet she was alive to nothing 
but the dangers of the metropolis, and 
particularly of the high circle in which 
she had moved; and its charms were fof 
the time entirely forgotten. But no feel* 
ing less strong than that of maternal love 
could have had such an effect on Mrs. 
Derville, whose pride and vanity—of which 
Jike all human beings she had her share — 
had been gratiüed to the utmost during 
her stay in London ; and the only thing 
wanting to her enjoyment was the pre- 
sence of her husband ; for she never re- 
turned from those scenes where she had 
i^ally shone a rival to her daughter, and 
had been certainly more noticed, without 
saying to herseif, ** I wish Derville bad 
been there to see how much I was. ad- 
mired !" 

Still, however^ in spite of the flatteries 
of London, when the boxes were cordihg, 
when every bill was paid, the carriage at 
the door, and the last adieus to:her kind 
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frlend the solicitor were spoken, — Mrs. 
Derville's heart beat with a consciousness 
of certain relief^ and she jumped into the 
carriage with a degree of alacrity in which 
she was rivalled by Mary Ann alone. For 
Miss Derville was not yet reconcUed to 
^e surrender of her dreams of offered, if 
not of accepted rank ; and she was mor- 
tified, probably, that she had no conquests 
to rdate on her return, in order to in- 
crease her value in the eyes of one, by 
whom, however, her value was already suf- 
ficiently appreciated. And Lionel was vex- 
edat not being able to see the races of which 
be had heard so much : and as he had re- 
eeived from Sir Mordaunt a very kind 
note of regret in retum to bis of apology, 
he was much disposed to believe that re- 
port had done bim injustice, and to wish 
his mother had not been so firm in her 
decision. 

These reflections led them to prooecsd 
some miles on thm joumey before silence 
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was at all broken, except by Mary Ann*s 
exclamations of delight at seeing the 
countiy again, and having left that dis- 
agreeable London. But before they reach- 
ed the place where they were to sleep, the 
buoyancy of youthful spirits had returned, 
and antieipations of home resumed their 
power over the minds of the young people. 

With Mrs. Derville, however, the case 
was different. As she left London further 
and further behind her, with all its flat- 
teries, its agreeable idleness, its gaieties^ 
and those comforts (as they were there 
called), but which Mrs. Derville feit to be 
luxuries, — she remembered with grateful 
regrets the pleasures London had afford- 
ed her, and the admirers if not the friends 
which she had left : — while the moral and 
other dangers which her children had es*- 
caped by leaving it, and the moral disgust 
which she herseif had experienced, were 
forgotten in the pleasing remembrance of 
the happiness that she had enjoyed there. 

True, she teaderly loved her husband. 
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and was fondly anticipating the pleasure 
of being re-united to him ; — ^but when the 
first delight of meeting should subside, 
she knew that those privations the conse- 
quence of a narrow income tvonld appear 
to her more painful than evety by the re- 
cently acquired ability to contrast her 
slender störe of domestic aecommodations 
with the hixuries whieh she hadwitnessed 
—She was returning to small rooms, old 
furniture, and few, if any, of those bed- 
room or parlour comforts wbich our an- 
eestors did very well without, but which 
we have learnt to belreve are absolute re- 
quisites. She was returning to the re- 
gulär discharge of such domestic duties 
as a narrow income made necessary, and 
which, however ^isagreeable, she had 
hitherto cheerfuUy fulfilled. But life du- 
rlng the last five weeks had opened upon 
her in a new Hght; — the momings had 
lately awakened her only to the pursuit 
of pleasure in the crowded street, . public 
drive, or the fashionable promenade; 
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xvhile Üie tasteful morning dress was suc- 
ceeded bvthe as tasteftil evcning one. She 
Wd learnt to be dissatisfied witli the sim- 
plicity of her own rural retirenient by 
?<pending two niglits at the villa of a wo- 
]nan of fashion ; and she thought with 
pain of the resumption of househould em- 
ployments, from recollection of the plea- 
sures of elegant idleness in the metro- 
polis. ^* I wish some one would give 
Mr. Derville a living of a thousand a 
year 1" was always the burthen cif her song 
after these thoughts had got possession 
öf herniind; and Hhesomeiimeswaa tempt- 
^i\ to regret that the inoney which she 
liad expended in London was the only 
5um which h^r husband intended should 
be taken from the legacy that she had 
just received, as the income of the pro- 
perty was only sufficient, he thought, — and 
Vte valued it accordingly, — to enable hin^ 
to give his son a College education : for 
the very con^iderable legacy which Lady 



66 MRS. arlington; or, 

Lucy used to talk of^ in order to increase the 
rustics* weight in society, (as she now call- 
ed them,) was not much more than four 
thousand pounds. ** However," thought 
Mr^.Derville, "a small sum will do some- 
thingtowards improving the inside of the 
rectdry at least, and I know Dcrville will 
not deny it to me/^ 

These ideas had füll possession of her 
mind when the mansion and greunds of 
Mrs- Arlington hurst upon her view, and 
called forth the sigh of envy from her 
hosom. ^^ Just such a place I should like 
to live in — Of just such a place I might 
once have been mistress ! " she had just 
Said to herseif, when she saw the door of 
the house open, and a servant in a very 
rieh livery appear at it, accompanied by 
another person whom she concluded to 
be a gentleman out of livery, and whom, 
but for her residence in the bedu mtmde, 
she would certainly have taken for a real 
gentleman. *^ I should fiot wonder," said 
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Mrs. Derville, " if we were to meet Mrs. 

Arlington or some fine persons Coming 

to her house, as the servants seem ex- 

pecting some one." She had scarcely 

spoken, when two outriders in similar li- 

veries appeared in sight, and not far be- 

hind them an open barouche drawn by f our 

fine gray horses. In the landau was one 

lady, whose featores were hidden by a veil, 

and on the barouche-seat a female whom 

they took for her maid. But though the 

chiidren made these observations, the 

postillions drove so rapidly that, though 

no coward, Mrs. Derville was too mueh 

taken up in watching the motions of her 

own driver to heed any thing eise : and her 

fears proved ,only too well founded ; for 

just at the narrowest part of the road, as 

Mrs. Derville's postillion tried in vain to 

get out of the way of the other carriage^ 

the wheels became entangled ; and as the 

latter carriage was forced along by the 

speed of the horses, it took ofF the whed 
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of Mrs. Derville*s iiifirm vehicle (a laii-' 
killet lentber by afiiend and neighbotir for 
the joi • me y) . Tn one instant theref ore 1 1 was 
overtnrned; wbile Lionel was precipitated 
iiito the road,aud lay there motionles« and 
stunned with the fall* 

Jane and Mary Ann were unhurt ; but 
Mrs. Derville feil against a sbarp stone 
whicb cut open her temple : but though 
the blood streained down her cheek, sh^ 
heeded it not, as terror for her son en- 
grossed her every faculty ; and throwing 
herseif beside him, she gave way to every 
Expression of anxious and suffering ten- 
derness which her quick feelings dictated; 
while Jane^ more mistress of herseif, dh- 
patched the postillion on one of the horses 
to a fann-house for assistance ; and the 
maid-servant held the other, anxicusly 
k)oking after Mrs. Arlington's carriage as 
she did so — for a scream which did more 
honour to her feeling than her self-com- 
inand, had escaped that lady on seeing: 
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the acctdent, and Jenny thought it likely 
that she ^vould send some assistance tm 
them irom her house. But she knew not 
Mrs. Arlington ; — it was her custom to 
give,not send assistance only ; and as soon 
as her postiilions could stop the horses, 
who had run away, Jenny to her great re- 
lief saw the carriage drivingback, and the 
lady, who she fancied must be Mrs. Ar- 
tingtoii, still in it. In one ininute more 
that lady Wjas by her side ; and shortly 
after, while a tear fiUed her eye on seeing 
the senseless State of Lionel, and on hear- 
ing the touching lamentations of his mo- 
^her, Mrs. Arlington was chafing Lionel*« 
temples with eau de Cologne^ and as- 
isisting Jane in examining the head. 

But he was only stunned» not wound- 
ed, by the fall. In a short tune he open- 
od his eyes, and recoUeotion entirely 
returiiing, he raised himself up from the 
^ound without assistance. The transi- 
tion from woc to joy was too nmch for 
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his ^tated mother ; and to the terror vi 
the surrounders she became insensible 
herself ; for not tili nowhad they observed 
the wound in her temple, and they feared 
that she had feinted from loss of blood. 
Mrs. Adington's outriders and other ser- 
VEHits had by this time arrived ; and that 
ladyinsisted on conveying the whole par^ 
tO'her housewhile she sent for the neaiest 
assistance : and «4ien Mrs. Derville re- 
^vered, she found herseif going &lowly 
along in Mrs. Arlington's barouche intb 
her heod redining on Jäne's Shoulder, 
her hand in that lady's, while Mary Ann 
' su^K>rted by her maid sat in the ba- 
fouche-seat; and Lionel, holding her 
other haiid, was watching with agitated 
expeclatJcm tbe. moment of retuming life. 
" öii ! wfaat is all this ?" she faltered 
out at first, " and'what does it mean ?" 
But inunediatdy, " I reeollect it all now, 
and you are restored to me !" she ex- 
cluimed, burstüig Into a passionate fiood 



\ 
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of tears, and throwing herseif on her son*$ 
neck. 

The first feeling was for lionel, the 
next for Mrs. Arlington^ whose fine coun- 
tenance expressed her sympathy with the 
scene before her, and to wfaose kindness 
Mrs. Dervflle saw that she was at that 
moment much indebted. But before Mrs. 
Derville could ask a single question, Mary 
Ann oalled out, ** O, dear mamma^ only 
think! weare going to that fine house!*' 
and the carriage stopped at the door. 

Mrs. Derville was beginning to express 
regret and other things usualiy said on 
such occasions ; but she was stopped by 
Mrs. Arlington, who nq>fied with a be- 
nevolent smile^that ttaving done the mis- 
chief it was merely her duty to do all she 
couid to repair it ; but that, in this in* 
stance^ she oould assure Mrs. Derville it 
was her pleasure also ;-^-^ud as her lan- 
daukt was so broken that it could not b^ 
mended in a day or two atleast, she must 



72 MRS. ARLINGTÖN ; OR, 

beg Mrs. Derviik and her family io eon- 
sider her house as their home tili . thev 
were able to leave it. 

" But can we not procure a post-chaise 
and go on directly?" said Mrs. Derville. 

" A post-chaise can't convenientlyhold 
iive persons, though one of them is my 
little friend there/* was the answer : ^^ and 
if you are expected any where, the pos^ 
goes out in a few hours, and you can 
write whatever you choose: besides, re- 
member, you have gone through a great 
deal, and want rest.'' 

Mrs. Derville bowed her acquiescence^ 
nor did she do it reluctantly : she read 
the asking eyes of herchildren — powerful 
pleaders always at her matemal heart — 
and she was not sorry herseif to be forced 
into an immediate renewal of the luxuries 
which she had reluctantly resigned. 

Thetravellers alighted; and while their 
trvniks were bringing from the broken 
vehicle, . Mrs. Arlington begged leave tä 
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« 

conduct them into her own apaitmeots» 
which consisted of a suite of rooins on 
the ground-floor opening on the parterre 
that had so much excited their admi- 
ratiou : but the trunks arrived before they 
hadsufficientlyexamined the beauties that 
surrounded them ; and their kind hostess^ 
having accompanied them as soon as they 
Jiad taken some refreshinent to the rooms 
intended for their occupation, left them 
to change their dress. When the surgeon 
for whom Mrs. Arlington had sent ar- 
rived, he soon convinced Mrs. Derville 
that her son's fall would be attended by 
no serious consequences whatever : and he 
also made her children easy, by assuring 
them that ü very slight application of lint 
would eure the wound on her temple. As 
Mrs. Arlington went down stairs^ she met 
Mrs. DerviUe's sei-vant going to her mis- 
tress, and she askod her the name of 
the lady whom she was so fortunate as to 
have for her guest ; but the name was all 

VOL. I. ^ E 
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of whkh the maid's reply informed htr — 
iahd more she was too delicate tp ask. All 
she knew therefore of her guests was, 
that thek name was Derville; that the 
möther loved her ehildren and the chil- 
•dren their mother, äs mother and ehil- 
dren should love eaeh other ; that they 
were uncommonly handsome, ,that their 
ifnanners s4K)wed them to be well-bred, 
and they were probably well-born r nor 
was it possible for any woman whose mo- 
rals were not cörrect, to have such a coun- 
tenanceand such ease of manner as Mrs. 
Derville had ; and tili she couW leam more 
relative to them, Mrs. Arlington was sa* 
tisfied with what slie already knew. 

Mrs. Derville, in the mean while, wtw 
equally easy with regard to the lady^ at 
whose hoüse she had at present found an 
abade. She had convinced herseif that 
Mrs. Arlington was a widow; and ds every 
thingabout Her bore an air of uneommon 
opulence, she feneied that her new friend 
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ha4 been forced er induced to marry an 
old man for money, who lutd in retum 
setded on her his immense possessions. 
She too was quite satisfied with the evi- 
dence of unimpeaehed respectability so 
strongly portrayed in the lovely and strik- 
ing cotintenance anfl manner of Mrs. Ar- 
lington, who seemed a few years younger 
than hersetf ; and shccould not help being 
thankfal for the accident whieh had led h^ 
tofort» an aequaintance which might som^ 
day or other be of service to her daughter. 
While her mother was employed in 
writing to Mr. Derville, amd telling him 
she only regretted the acoident as it 
lengthened her Separation froni him» 
Mary Ann was in an ecstasy of delight ; 
bounding froni her mother's to her sister's 
ftpartment, now exantming the pictures^ 
now looking out of the Windows on the 
lovely View beforc them, now flying 
with exultation to the window of the 
rodm in which she vt^as to sieep in the 

e2 
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prettiest tent-bed in the world, at the open 
window of which peeped in branches of 
the sweetest and handsomes t flowers which 
she had ever seen ; for the magnolia in 
füll blow was the one, and the double 
pomegranate in füll bloom was the other. 
" O mamma, what a happy, enviable 
woman is Mrs. Arlington!'* exclaimed 
the little girl for the twentieth time : and 
thöugh she had neither husbänd nor ehild 
apparently, Mrs. Derville's newly awa- 
kened taste for grandeur made her think 
so toa. It was now long past Marj' 
Ann's usual hour fordinner ; and the poor 
child was deligKted tö think she was go- 
ing to dine in Company once more, a treat 
which she had rarely enjoyed in London; 
and the sight of her happy face was a real 
pleasure to the kind heart of Mrs. Ar- 
lington . 

When the'dinner-bell rung, the travel- 
lers obeyed the summons, and found a gen- 
tleraan and a lady with their höstess. The 
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gentleman was Mrs. Arlington's domestic 
chaplain ; and in the lady Mrs. Demlle 
recognised a Mrs. Hilmore, whom she 
bad Seen at Lady Lucy Donellan's, and 
vvho, hearing on her arrival that a Mrs. 
Derville and her family were guests at 
the Lawn-house (so Mrs. Arlington's 
seat was called), had made that lady ac- 
quainted with Mrs. Derville*s whole hi- 
Story as she had heard it from Lady Lucy. 
— On Mrs. Derville*s entrance, Mrs. Ar- 
lington smiling said, '* I find that Mrs. 
Hilmore and yoii, Mrs. Derville, are old 
acquaintances ? " 

^* By no means," re|)lied the latter : ** I 
have often seen, but was never presented 
to Mrs. Hilmore." And that ladv, look- 
ing rather foolish, made an ungracious 
curtsy and led the way to the dinner- 
room. The truth was, Mrs. Hilmore's 
rank in life was not sufficiently decided 
to allow her to big gracious to those whom 
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she thouglit her infcriors ; and as she faad 
not 9Dy particuUff point to carry, she saw 
no reason why she should make the ac- 
quaintänce of a country clergyman's livife 
and daugfater. 

Mrs. Arlington, who khew this lady s 
character^ only srnüed as she witnessed 
her tell-tale hauteur^ and resolved to be 
more marked than ever in her attentioa 
to Mrs. Derville; wbile she heartily rc- 
joiced that as soon as dinner was over 
Mrs. Hilmare Was to set off on a visit to 
t di&tancr, and had only caUed at Mrs. 
Arlington*s in her way. 

Thit diiiner, which in all respeats tiras 
wotthy of the opulenc» and ekgance of the 
o«^ner, being at length over, the laditss re- 
turned to the drawing-room ; and Mrs. 
Hilmore, unregretted by any one, depart- 
ed. Mrs. Arlington then proposed a walk 
round the grounds, which proposal was 
gladly assented to. As the evening was 
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&ultiy, she ako proposed a row on the wa* 
ter» aiid tbe happy party found a boat and 
Towers ready at the word of command. 

"There is evety thing iu this sweet 
place that the most ambitious person 
could desire,*" exclaimed Lionel. 

'* 'JThere is all one could possibly wbh 
for, indeed ! *' said Jaae. 

** It is an enviabk $potj to be sure ! ** 
ohaerved Mrs. DervUle. 

Mrs. Arlington stooped down aod gj^ 
thered a water-lily at this inom/m%, while 
Mary Ann said» ^* O mamma, I a^ $o 
glad we were overtumedl it was so lucky 
for U9, as it broi^it us hither ! I am so 
ddighted with all I see T 

'' For shame V cried Jane ; ^ how oaa 
you be glad of what made mainma go 
through «o mueh misery, and put Lionel 
in such danger ? See, mamma looks so 
päle, lam sure she hiis not recovered tbe 
fright yet/' 

*' No, my child, I huve not; but lam 
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SO sure that you and Lionel, as well as 
Mary Ann, enjoy the unexpected good- 
luck of being Mrs. Arlington's guests, 
that I can forgive Mary Ann her little 
selfishness ; though she well knows how 
often her dear father teils her that she is 
always toprefer, even in trifles, the good 
and pleasure of others to her own." 

" How well and how foreibly is this im- 
portant maxim illustrated," replied Mrs. 
Arlington, "in Miss Edgeworth*s Tales ! 
and as a compensation for the punishment 
whieh you have ihflicted on this young 
oifender, I will find a volume of the in- 
comparable work to which I allude, and 
with jour leave, when we return to the 
house and candles are brought in, one of 
öür young eoinpanions shall read it aloud 
to US while we work." Mary Ann, — ^whose 
head had dropped on her bosom, while a 
tear filled her eye at the rebuke from her sis- 
ter and the accusation of selfishness from 
her mother, — revived at the idea of the 
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protnised treat, and became alive as before 
to the charms of every thing around her. 

The amusement both on land and: 
water being at an end, as the day was fast 
closing in, they returned to the house in 
a State of very enviable feelings ; to which 
the only drawbaek to the travellers was, 
ihat Mr. Derville was not a sharer in their 
pleasure. ''This is a sort pf pleasure that 
would have suited your father,"" said Mrs. 
Derville; "I never, for his own sake, 
wished for him at a London assembly/' 

" I often did," replied Lionel with feel- 
ing, ^' when I saw howmuch you and Jane 
were admired, and heard your singing 
praised ; for I was myself so much gratified 
by the admiration which you excited, that 
I wished him to share in my pleasure." 

Mrs. Derville's eyes fiUed with tears, 
and Jane's sparkled at this proof of af- 
fectionate feeling in one so dear to thein ; 
and Mrs. Arlington turned on him a look 
of approbation more expressive and more 
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flMtetißg than wj wordfi could li$v« been . 
^.* And bad //^ no admirers in Liondon ?** 
tsked Mrs. Arlington, smiling^ as she 
ipoke : ^' he sings, does he not P'' 

" O dear, yes V eag«^rly i^i^plied Jim^i 
** quite as w«U if not bettf r than w^ do ; 
and I assure you t^^ were v^ry pr9ud of 

''l don't doubt it,** aiJrVered Mrs. At- 
lingtoU, fixing het large datk eye(&\|irith an 
expression of banevotent plea^ure oti the 
face of the bappy mother bofol*^ h^r ;. ' ' afi4 
slveet is it to witness family (tffe^^ion like 
yoiifß : — ^but you must aJlow ijie to judg^ 
for myself of yoür vocal powers { therefore, 
as soon as you have read one of the tales 
of wUcfaüre talke^, wt will adjoum to the 
inusic-^room.'' 

The tale was read and adnaired ; the 
writer ^toUed and ^nvM, whose wia- 
dorn was so onaioently gifted with th^ 
povtter of makilig ather s wise in trifles «a 
w(sll a^ in grüat things $ or ifather, of ooft-- 
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yindng all who are capable of bein|^ eon« 
vinced, that nothixig is a trifte wbkh 
mvolves the evtery-day comfort of a feU 
low<resAnP€ w^ iA th« minutest pobit 
whatever. 

The party then a^ottrned ^o the m«« 
sk-room aücordinj^ to Mr3. Arlington^s 
proposlJ^ aad Maiy Ai>n was allowed 
to sit up tili teH. 'The travellers sung 
most of t!be «rios aml «luoi whitfh they 
had sutag togefher in London : an4 while 
»he hewd tbe sweftness of , their voiees, 
tlie jperfect tüne in wbjich they satig, 
gaz^ at (h^ dam0 ttme on Uieir great 
beftttty,«id behdd the uiipretending ^im* 
plicity of their «inianner, she ^as npt sur« 
prise^ that Lady Luqy Dottellan had ex* 
hibited t&ena widi pride ih hör fashion* 
able menagßrk of humau and itwo*l^ged 
animals. 

But Mrs. Arlington feared that this 
tabte of the fine World and of ibs .^»tteries 
would mtdce the 'e^i^-diQ^ eisploj^eiits 
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of retired life coniparatively insipid to 
them ; and she wa8 more disposed to pity 
them for the success which they had met 
with in the circles of fashion, than to con- 
gratulate themon it. " Does Mr. Derville 
love music ? " said she.. 

" He deltghts in it/' was the answer. 

"I rejoiee to hear it," replied Mrs. 
Arlhlgton sighing. "That wife is en- 
viable indeied, whose husband takes a 
pleasure in her accomplishments." Änd 
ishe secfetly hoped that Mr. Derville^s 
praises, to a heart as aff^ctionate as Mrs. 
DerviUe's seemed to be, tnight still be 
sufficient to compensateYor-the flatteries 
of the titled and the fashionable. 

Her guests were now solicitous to have 
the pleasure of hearing her, as they con- 
cluded from the Instruments and music- 
books (which were considerable in num- 
her), that Mrs. Arlington herseif was a 
performer: but she refused to comply 
' with their request, lest she should put an 
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end to the ease and unenibarrassment 
with which they now sung before her, 
and that she should therefore lose the 
pleasiire which their singing gave her ; 
as she eoüld not biit know that if they 
heard her perform they would beconseious 
that they were listening to a very finished 
Singer. Therefore, as she savv their vanity 
had been muehelated hy their peii/sst/cch 
dans le heau monde^ she was too bene- 
volent to wish to mortify it, unless con- 
sideration for their good imperiously de- 
manded it ; — ^but she played waltzes and 
a Sonata to them, and they found that she 
wss a first-rate player, The hour of rest 
was now arrived ; and after the family had 
been summoned to prayers, the party se- 
parated, pleased with each other, and an- 
tieipating with satisfaction the return of 
morniiig. 

Mornihg came, and the breakfast-room 
and the breakfast-table exhibited so many 



86 HM. ARUK01Yn^ ; OR, 

beauties, so many Itixuriea, and so mäny 
poftvenietiees, that poor Mrs. Derville 
found the I^wA'^house more calculated 
to {mt her out oi couceit with her hum* 
ble honte -than any thing whieh ^e had 
Seen during h^ London visIt : \and Mrs. 
ArKngtoa's pen^tration wias not i^low to 
dUcover tfae (xmait «f mitid tvhicfa the 
sight of her elegant and complete esta^ 
blbhment excited in W guest. ^ How 
neoes&ary it i^/' thonght M^s. Arlingtön, 
'' fcH" most persoit« to fi\^id tiean^ta- 
tior), for there önly the 9a£ety öf mo^t 
of u$ li^s !^*«4)ow fe# iure ^proöf agunfit its 
^eductlon» I üere i$ th)^ happy wMe a^d 
ti[i0tber b^cojäiQ, i «ee, discoiiitented mth 
her blifsful and «nviable lot^ beoause ^he 
has lixdtnesßed a style of iiving superior to 
her oii^,*-''-and which is nnahle to confer 
happiness ; whereas, if she had <stäid at 
home in her peao^M and piivileged re- 
tirementy «he woiddhaTe remained hapf^ 
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iii the posi^ssion which she has, sHid not 
bave ineufred th^ ^ice, as I moiy call it« 
of murmuriog at h^r lot ! '' 

Mrs. Arlington broke from i\n$ mo- 
ralizing reverie just time enough to hear 
Mn$. DerviUe «ay^ ^^I shall really inskt 
on your fath^r ^ ]&ying out a littk nioney 
on some furaitur^ and eonveniencü^^ like 
these fbr the tabl^, tud so on ;«-^we really 
bave nothing to ü$% but what loolfö now aa 
if it eame out of the af k-— ^atld w« have no 
new inventions whatöver ;"— while Janiö 
and Liomsl as^i^nted to the absoluta ne- 
eessity of ^\xcl\ purcha^es : and in a short 
tima there was nothing m the room in 
which they ware> whieh was not to b$ 
eopied in miniature at Lovela^ids. 

Mrs. Arlington Said nothing; but sha 
sighed as she disc^vemd that she was an 
object of envy to one» whose peculiarljr 
happy fate ^cited her envy ; and whi^n 
during the course of that deiy sho ob^ 
serv^d Mrs; Derville's increas^d di>po- 
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sition to speak even with petuktnt dissa- 
tisfaction of the paucity of comforts which 
her home afForded, äiid to dwell on her re- 
Solution to make Mr. Derville do this and 
buy that, — ^as if the conseiousness that 
the money eame from her made her more 
resolved to be peremptory in her demands, 
— Mrs. Arlington wished, if possible, to 
eure the growing evil before it was too 
late, and to administer the remedy, how- 
ever painful it might be to her to apply 
it; for, spite of the little weaknesses 
which this London journey had ealled 
forth so pereeptibly in Mrs. Derville and 
her eider children, she could not help 
feeling a generous interest in their fate, 
and a conviction that they had excellent 
hearts and good principles ; and she was 
the more convinced of this, when she drew 
from Mrs. Derville, when alone with her, 
the reasons of her sudden resolution to 
leave London, and of her power^ while 
fortified by maternal affe^tion ^larmed 
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for the safety of its objecto, to resisf the 
dafagerous pleadings of Lady Lucy Do- 
nellan . 

"This woman\s happiness is worth pre- 
serving eritire," thought she; "and I wish 
I could save her from the hazard of em- 
bittering lier own peace and alienating 
her husband*s affections, by petty cavil-, 
lings and complaints at the meanness 
and scarcity of such aceommodations as, 
tili now; domestic comforts and connu- 
bial happiness had prevented her from 
feeling." Again Mrs, Arlington sunk 
into a reverie: but as she was alone with 
Mrs. Derville, politeness compelied her 
to subdue her inclination to iudulge in it; 
and after complimenting Mrs. Derville 
very sincerely on her well-principled re- 
solution, general subjects were started, 
and the arrival of Company gave a new 
tum to their thoughts. 

The next day, when the carriage was 
to have been mended and sent to the 
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Lawn-house^ it W9S not ßoisfaed, an 
could' not be ready, tUe workmen senl 
Word, tili the next evening, if then. An 
Mrs. Derville was again forced to teil 
Mr. Dervilk not to expect her ; but sbft 
assured him that she would set off '^ the! 
day after the next : '' while she endeavour^ , 
ed to make herseif belleve that she was 
very sorry at the delay. When the let- 
ter was gone, Mrs. Arlington said that 
she hoped Mrs. Derville had nt^t fixed 
^ny positive time for her retum, as she 
wished to take advantage of the oppor- 
tonity whlch chance had given her of 
making new friends, whom both her taste 
and her judgeinentapproved; and that she 
had alßo the temptation to hold out to 
them of a musical party, which she was 
to have in two or three days. Mrs. Der- 
ville had not resolution to own that she 
had fixed a time for her return, as she 
wished to stay to this party ; yet feit, that 
aß her husbaad would expect her, she 
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ought to go, and fbat Mrs. Arliiigton 
miglit think so too : she therefore evaded 
answering by a " You are very good-— 
veiy flattering — should like to stay, but 
ashamed to intrude/* and so forth. She 
then went to teil Jane and Lionel whnt 
Mrs. Arlington had said; and they, de» 
Vi^ted at the idea of a party, and pleased 
to show off once more as they had done 
in London, proposed iuuuediaj:ely that 
they should go and pracUse against the 
evening canie,--^Thttt day was passed as 
mudi to their sasisfaetion as tlie two pre» 
ceding ones, and Company was invked to 
dmner ; two of the invited guests were « 
gentleman of large fortune and his sister j 
and Jane, whose little heart had learnt to 
beat witb the love and hope of conquest« 
took care to dress her hair in the mode 
^vhich Lord N. used to admire; and Lio« 
nel asked, as he adjusted his neckcloth at 
the glass» whether the si$ter wa« pretty 
as Well as rieb. 
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^*I am glad,** said Mrs. Arlington, 
" that you did not ask u^iether she was 
rieh as well as pretty. If you had, I should 
have thought that you had not associated 
with Sir Mordaunt Williams with im- 
punity, as he would so have worded his 
question." 

^* Do you know Sir Mordaunt ? " re- 
plied Lionel blushing. 

** I know him well, and I also know 
Lord N. ; and I assure you and Miss Der- 
ville, that your dear ihother never de- 
served your love and gratitude ihore than 
when she resisted the pleadings of my old 
acquaintance Lady Lucy Donellan, and 
took you from London." 

Both the brother and the sister looked 
abashed at these words, and wished their 
mother had not been so communicative: 
'"still, there was something in Mrs. Arling- 
ton^s manner whieh so strongly invited 
confidence, that they feit they should 
themselves have found it difficult to have 
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concealed from her any thing which she 
wished to know, 

The dinner party passed off pleasantly ; 
tliough Jane was disappointed of the ad- 
iniration which she expected, as Colonel 
Orme, a fashionable man, paid more at- 
tention to the handsonie mother than the 
handsoine daughter ; and on Miss Onne, 
LioneFs well-tied neckcloth and his handr 
some person were whoUy throwu away; 
as she was a coniplete votary of rank and 
fashion, and a Mr. Derville^ a person 
whom she had never heard of before, 
could not possibly engäge her attention. 
The case woiild have been different had 
Lionel boasted of his intimacy with Sir 
Mordaunt Williams, Lord N., and so on ; 
for then she would have talked to him 
with delighted volubility of such ** exqui- 
site loves," and have eveu thought a Mr. 
Derville " miist besoniebody, and some- 
thing charming, to be known by such 
inen ;" but the Onnes had left Londoyi 
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befare tbe Denälles arrived there. Afi 
opportunity of exhibiting this tmt in her 
charaeter was afforded Miss Omie al; the 
close of the evening. Mrs. Arlington, 
though she deelined singing herseif, pms- 
ed her willing guests to perform : and ob 
Jane*s being requested to sing a duet wiA 
her brother, Lionel said, " Let us sing 
that duet which Lord N. was so fbnd of." 

These words operated like an eketric 
fitrokeon Miss Orme ; atid turningquickiy 
round, she said to Lionel, " Dear ine ! d« 
you kiiow Lof d N ?" 

" Yes, maam/* was the laeonic reply : 
for Lionel could not say, " I have that 
honour." 

•'Oh! do pray sing his favourite, it 
mustbecharmiftg. Is nothequitea/w^?" 

Before Lionel could ahswer so stränge 
a question, Mrs. Arlington replied for 
him, " Quite a love!— It is a very old love 
then, and he must be the grandfather of 
the lows.** 
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" I know yo\i never lifced him,'' retuiti- 
ed Miss Orme ; " but I dare say this gen- 
tkman does, and those ladies.** 

Again Mrs. Arlington interfered,to the 
great relief of her guests : " Very Hkely, 
for they only knew Lord N. by bis repu- 
tation for great abilities and bis insi- 
nuating manners ; but you and I, Eliza, 
know more of him, you know. Yes," she 
continued; "they know Lord N.,and tbey 
also know Sir Mordaunt Williams, and 
other of your wortAie^y and they met them 
Ät the house of Lady Lucy Donellan.** 

** Of Lady Lucy ? O dear ! now teil 
nie, is she not delightful?"exclaimed Miss 
Orme. 

" Is she not quite a love, or the grand- 
mother of the loves ?** rejoined Mrs. Ar- 
Imgton laughing. — ^But a trucewith these 
^^pturöus questions, and let us hear Lord 
N's favourite duet." 

It was sung, and Miss Orme was in 
raptures with it ; but she took care to add, 
lest she should be too gracious, that she 
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should like to hear Miss Stephens and 
Braham sing it, or Mrs. Salmon and 
Vaughan, and then it would be per- 
fect. 

'^ I am by no uieans sure, Soplüa, that 
you would know tliey were singing it, ua- 
less you were told so,** said her brother, 
ashamed of her rudeness; " as you know 
you have no ear whatever : but I am sure 
tbat you never heard this duet so well sung 
by amateurs before. But now I hope, 
Mrs. Arlington, we may hear you ?" 

"No, excuse me,'/^ she replied; "inv 
nerves are not strong enough this evenlng 
to allow me to sing before Miss Orme ; for 
I should fancy she was thinking how Mrs. 
Salmon wotlld have sung the song, and I 
must shrink from such a comparison." 

Miss Orme, darting an angry glance 
at her brother and Mrs. Arlington, was 
beginning to defend her calumniated 
ear when their carriage was announced ; 
and after a hurried and ungracious adieu 
from Miss Orme, and the last fashion- 
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kble bow in perfection from the colonel, 
the visitors departed; and a feeling of 
relief seemed to extend itself through the 
whole party : though Mrs. Arlington was 
too benevolent to declare that she rejoiced 
in .their departure, and her guests were 
too conscious of propriety to say it. 

The next day one öf her servants canoe 
in to inform Mrs. Derville that her car- 
riage was mended, and begged to know 
at what time the next niorning she would 
want post horses. Tliis intelUgence 
threw a visible gloom over the taces of 
the travellers ; and Mrs. Arlington e;^ger- 
ly expressed her hope that Mrs. Derville 
had niade up her niind to stay over the 
next evening, and to her niusical party. 

Mrs. Derville hesitated. Again her 
children lookedat her with asking eyes. 
** It really is so tenipting an invitation ; 
— it will be so long before webear niusic 
again," broke from her unreluctant Ups ; 
while perhaps in her heart the tempta- 

VOL. I. F 
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tion lay in the oppörtunity öf making, 
not of hearing music, and of gratifying 
her own and her children's newly acquired 
love of display. 

** I would not press you to do what is 
unpleasant to you," saidher kiild hoistess; 
" but I shall be sorry to part with you 
whenever you go ; and I think I have 
such an entertainment to offer yöu tö- 
morrow, that for your sake and my own 
I wish to detain you ; and as you did not, 
I understaiid, teil Mr. Derville to expect 
you with certainty at atiy particular tiine, 
I feel justified in urging you to stay 
longer.*' 

Mrs. Derville blushed, and avoided 
Mrs. Arlington's penetrating glance; for 
she knew that she had assured Mr. Der- 
ville that she should be at home at a par- 
ticular time : but as Mrs. Arlington äid 
not know that she had done so, and she 
was desirous to stay, she resolved to write 
to Mr. Derville by that day's post, and 
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to oblige herseif, her children, and her 
hostess. She therefore told the servant 
she should not want the horses tili the 
day after the next : and the pleasures and 
agreeable occupations of the morning- 
were resumed with fresh alacrity by the 
gratified Jane and Lionel, though their 
mother s enjoyment was clouded over by 
a feeling of self-blame which she could 
not conquer. 

Mary Ann, except on the first day, 
had always dined by herseif at an early 
hour, but she regularly came in at the 
dessert. This day, however, she would 
not stay away tili the dishes were set on 
the table ; bat she made her appearanee 
before her maid though t it was proper for 
her to go down ; and then instead of sta- 
tioning herseif at Mrs. Arlington's elbow, 
she hung about her mother's chair in evi- 
dent discomposure. 

'* What is the matter, my dear child ? " 

f2 
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isaid Mrs. DerviUe ; " What has happened 
to vex you ?" 

** O mamma ! Jenny says we are not 
going away to-moiTOW." 

" Well, my dear, and what then ? Are 
you not very happy here ?'' replied Mrs. 
DerviUe with a heightened colour. 

" O, yes — ^but— but — ^I wartt so much 
to See dear papa ! '* 

" Come hither to me, my sweet child," 
s^aid Mrs. Arlington kindly ; and the 
Child obeyed the summons. ** And so 
you had rather go home to dear papa 
than stay with me,* and go on the water 
änd gather flowers, and play on the 
lawn ?" 

** I can gather flowers and play about 
at home ; and there I have Nelly, and my 
rabbits, and papa too ! '* 

" Though last, not least, I trust," said 
Mrs. Arlington smiling : ** but, my 
dear, I am going to have Company to- 
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morrow, and find music; and mamma: 
and your brother and sister wish to stay. 
and hear it, and I wi^h they sliould/* 

*' But I shall be in bed, and shall not 
hear it ; and papa will be so disappointed ! 
for he expects us, you know,** 

** No, I know the contrary : Mamma 
did not teil him to expect you.*" 

" Indeed but she did though," eagerly 
replied the little girl ; ** for I saw the 
letter. — ^Did you not, mamma P*' 

" Yes, I did," answered Mrs. Derville 
in great confusibn ; ** but I am going to 
write thi& evening to say that we shall not 
arrive tili the day after I iirst men- 
tioned/* 

An immediate and almost an appall* 
ing change took place in the fine coun- 
tenanoe of Mrs. Arlington; and after a 
pause she said, *' Then Mr. Derville is 
expecting you at a fixed time» is he ? 
Poor man ! Had I known that, I cer- 
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tainly should not have tirged you to stay 
here," 

She said no more. But in spite of her 
habitual courtesy it was evident to her 
guests that she was considerably discon- 
certed, anJ that while she fondly caress- 
ed Mary Ann, her eyes avoided theirs. 
The ice, the fruit, the cakes, and some 
sweet wine, soon banished from Mary 
Ann's mind, for the present, the sense 
of her disappointment, and the child be- 
came the only talkative person of the 
party. 

" I do not think," she observed to 
Mrs. Arlington, " that you have any dog 
as handsome as mine. I wor^der whether 
she will know me ! I dare say the rab- 
bits will not." 

" If they do not, they will be vety glad 
to see you, however, if you give them 
cabbage-leaves," replied Mrs. Arling- 
ton : " and there is one person who will 
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certainly know you — and that is dear 
papa.** 

" O yes — that he will — though mam- 
ma says I am mach grown.*" 

. " But not altered," answered Mrs. 
Ailington : ** a London journey has made 
no change in you." 

A sigh from Mrs. Derville showed that 
she took this Observation to herseif ; and 
as her heart told her that it applied in a 
degree, she feit something like resent- 
ment against the observer. 

Mrs. Arlington rose soon after, and the 
ladies adjourned to the drawing-room ; 
and for the first time they found it difficult 
to find conversation. Lionel too for the 
first time feit reluctantto join them there. 

He saw the efiect which Mary Ann*s 
artless Communications hadhad on Mrs. 
Arlington ; and he was nearly equally 
averse to blame his beloved mother, and 
his tili now most kind and smiling 
hostess. 
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He conqtiered his feelings, however, 
and joined the party, to resume his de- 
lightful task of reading aloudone of Miss 
Edgeworth's tales, while tiie ladies work- 
ed; — ^and while listeningto moral ^truths 
told in the niost impressive manner, Mrs. 
Arlington's ruffled brow became a little 
smoothed. 

But it was only a little. She had an 
exqmsite sense of moral beauty ; and it 
was the apparent attachtnent of Mrs. 
Derville to her husband and her children 
which had interested her so strongly in 
her fetvouT, and added power to the love- 
linesi of her person, and the graceful 
simpücity of her manners. 

It was the häppy wife, conseious of her 
own happiness and loving exclusively 
the cause of it, who had endeared her- 
self to Mrs. Arlington ; and now that 
she found the allurements of amusement, 
and the temptations perhaps of vanity, 
could lead this enviable wife to disap- 
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point hei: expecting husband, and even 
cheerfuUy to consent to prolong an al- 
ready long Separation from him^ that mo- 
ral sense was so painfuUy woiHided, and 
Mrs. DervUle became so Iowered in her 
c^nion, that even if she bad desired to 
do so^ she could not have concealed her 
disappointment. Besides, though she 
acquitted Mrs. Derville of lying, she did 
not of disingenuousness. She had taken 
it for granted, untold, that Mrs. Der- 
ville did not teil her husband to expect 
her on a particular day : but then, though 
Mrs. Derville saiv she was in an error, 
she did not reetify her mistake; and 
wherefore did she not? From aconscious- 
ness that she was not aeting quite right 
towards this admirable husband. 

After tea, as usual, they adjoumed to 
the music-room^ and the travellers en- 
deavoured to sing — ^but their spirits were 
depressed ; and though they sung, it was 

F 5 
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evident that they had rather not. They 
now again asked Mrs. Arlington, who 
had played to them both on the harp and 
piano-fortcf in a very masterly style, to 
favour them with a song also : but this, 
for reasons stated above, she had hither- 
to declined; and her guests imagined 
that sht» did so^ because conscious that 
her talent for singing was considerably 
inferior to her talent for playing. 

But now, so far from wishing to spare 
them any feeling of alarm or mortifica- 
tion for their sakes, she wished rather to 
inflict it ; and at least to eonvinee them 
that this party, for which they had been 
so willing to defer the pleasure of return- 
ing home, and to disappoint the heart 
that lovedthem, was one in which their 
talents would notbe wanted, and that they 
would have been more glad to listen at it, 
than to perform. Accordingly she sat 
down to the piano-forte, and sung one of 
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the iinest and most difficult songs of 

Mozart in the style of a professor^ while 

her voice, at once rieh in tone and of 

great compass, appeared to them the 

iinest they had ever heard; and they 

looked at each other with wonder not 

unniixed with consternation : nor, when 

she had done^ could they find words to 

thank her. She next sung at their re- 

quest one of HandeFs songs, and in a 

style öf equal though different excellence. 

Again they pressed her^ and she sung a 

cavatina of Paesiello's, which she accom- 

panied on the harp. A simple bailad 

succeededy of which the words and air 

were her own composition : — the words 

were as foUows — 

SONG. 

To love thee was the easiest task 

Affection ever taught me j 
But now Vm forced with sniiles to mask 

The woe that task has wrought me. 
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I saw thee fond, aud thoiight thee true^ 

And suiftly flew my hours ; 
But oh ! I wove a wreath of rue^ 

\Vhich I mistook for flowers. 

Then go ! . deceiver, haste away ! 

To me be lost for ever, 
^ce I am doom'd to hail the day 

That shall cur fortunes sever. 

Yes, go ! nor let ine see agam 
That smile — love's treacberous token; 

Lest I once more resume my chain^ 
And this poor heart be broken. 

^^ How could you, my dear madam,'' 
said Mrs. Derville at last, " allow us to 
expose ourselves before you as we have 
done ?" 

" If I had thought that you exposed 
yourselves, I would not have sufFered you 
to do it, as I have no pleasure in seeing 
persons degrade themselyes. You have 
sweet voiees, goodexpression; you sing 
in perfect tune^ and I had great plea&üre 
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in hearing yon; nor can I doubt that if 
you had had such instructions as I have 
been able to procure, you would have 
sung as well as I do.** 

** But why have you deprived vs so 
long of the pleasure and improvement of 
hearing you?** 

** Oh ! I had my private reasons ; and 
now, ifyou please^you-mustsing to me." 

" Oh, no— not after you — ^we can ne- 
ver now sing before you again."* 

" There, now you see the reason why 
I did not sing before. I knew that a 
mixture of vanity and humility would de- 
prive me of the satisfaction of hearing 
you, and therefore I would not sing. — 
But come, let us finish with the last 
chorus in La Clemenza dt TitOy and I 
will take the solo parts. I will not ask 
Lionel to sing * Ah ! perdonna ! ' with 
me, for I know he would be too much 
alarmed to do it ; but he shall hear me 
sing it with a first-rate gentletnan singer 
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to-morrow, and I expect some fine pro- 
fessional singers also.'' 

The perturbed amateurs blundered 
through the chorus ; and no longer anti- 
cipating the musical party with very ve- 
hement satisfaction» as soon as prayers 
were over, they wished their hostess good 
night, and retired to their rooms. 

When there, the complicated feelings 
of Mrs. DerviUe vented themselves in 
tears. She had lowered herseif in Mrs. 
Arlington's esteem, and perhaps in her 
own — and she had probably wounded the 
heart of her husband — ^and, all for what ? 
For an amusement which probably would 
be productive both to her and her chil- 
dren of more pain than pleasure. True 
she should delight to hear such fine sing- 
ing and such fine music, and to see Mrs. 
Arlington's splendid rooms lighted up 
and fiUed with Company ; but the dread 
of being asked to perform herseif would 
dömp her enjoyment the whole evening, 



ALL 19 NOT GOLD THAT GLITTER». 111 

and it would be nearly as painful to her 
to refuse the request of Mrs. Arlington 
as to comply. And had she been true to 
the whispers of affection — true to the just 
claitns of her husband ; instead of un- 
dergoing this week but real distress, she 
would have been at that moment within 
less than half a day's journey of home, 
and the husband whom, spite of her in- 
consistency of conduct, she loved with 
the tenderest affection. 

Many, bitter — but salutary — ^were the 
tears which Mrs. DerviÜe shed that night, 
and the prayers of a thankful were mixed 
with those of a contrite spirit. 

The next morning she arose very early, 
and went into the apartments of both her 
son and daughter before they were up ; 
and after she had unburthened her mind 
to them, she went down to breakfast, and 
met Mrs. Arlington's altered eye — for 
spite of herseif altered it was, — ^with a 
iirm and cheerful glance. 

Breakfast had not been long begun 
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whea one of the servants came in and 
told Mrs. Darille that the horses would 
be at the door in two hours. 

*^ Horses ! what does this mean ?** 
eried Mrs. Arlington. 

*^ That we are going to-day," calmly 
replied Mrs. Derville, " Nsg^, my dear 
madam/' continued she, seeing Mrs. 
Arlington was going tp speak, ** I am 
sure, though you are surprised, you are 
pleased, for I know you think it my duty 
to go." 

" 1 do," frankly replied Mrs. Arling- 
ton; " and 1' cmi pleased, though sdf- 
ishly I hate to part with you : but when 
I think of what a being^ you are return- 
ing to — a loved and loving husband — 
and the safe happiness of a wedded äiad 
retired home, then I can only envy you 
ypur privileged lot, and bid God speed 
you on your way !" 

As she said this^ Mrs. Aslingtoa affee- 
tionately grasped Mrs. Derville's band, 
while every trsu^e of ooldn^s ha4 vaDtsh- 
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ed from her eye and from her manner, 
and then tuming to the window she 
burst into tears. 

Having soon reseated herseif» she said 
smilingly through her tears, " I trust 
this is not our last break&st together.^ 

" I hope not— Hjarnestly hope not,** 
said Mrs, Derville with great emotion ; 
and Jane, who sat next to Mrs. Arling- 
ton, eehoed her mother*s words, and 
leaned her head fondly on her Shoulder. 

" Perhaps you will come and see ms 
one day ?"" said Lionel; " only we have 
nothing to. tenapt you.** 

^ Do you reekon yourselves as nothing; 
and the sight of that rare thing domestic 
happiness?*' 

** Do pray come,** said Mary Ann, 
hanging round her neck, " and I will 
give you Nelly, if you wish it. But, no'; 
she would not li(ce that perhaps ; so I 
will bring up one of her puppies for 
you.** 
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" Thank you, dear child. So Nelly, 
whom I always concluded to be your 
nurse, turns out to be only a favourite 
bitch — ^But pray how came she to be 
caUedNeUy?" 

** You will be shocked to hear," replied 
Mrs. Derville, " that Nelly is the abbre- 
viation of the high and most respected 
name of Cornelia — Cornelia, the inother 
of the Gracchi, a great favourite with my 
children.** 

" Alas ! poor Cornelia ! — ^Little indeed 
could I have expected to find aught of a 
Roman matron in Nelly» a pet dog. It 
reminds me of what Pope says, in his 
Epistle on Medals, on Rome — 

/ And all her triumphs sink into a coin/ 

" But come, Mrs. Derville, while these 
young persons are preparing for their de- 
parture, let us have a ttte-ä-Ute stroU 
together over the grounds." And taking 
her arm, Mrs. Arlington led Mrs. Der- 
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ville to a favourite walk along the banks 

of the river. They were soon engrossed 

in very interesting conversation ; for Mrs. 

Arlington, from some view of her own, 

wished to learn the future destination of 

Lionel ; and as openness on one subject 

leads to similar openness on another, 

Mrs. Derville had told her questioner 

that Jane had a lover, a young clergy- 

man, with a good living in prospect ; but 

bhe added that she must confess Jane 

had been so much adniired in London, 

that sh« wished her not to be in a hurry 

to form so very moderate a marriage for 

a young woman of her person and con- 

nexions. 

" Is her lover well-principled, well- 
ediicated, amiable, and fine-tempered ? " 
asked Mrs. Arlington eagerly. 

" O yes ! and very good-looking too, 
and very clever/* 

" And are you sure he loves your 
daughter with a reai passion ?^ 
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" O yc6 ! and h« has loved her from 
childhood.*' 

'^ My dear Mrs. Derville," said Mrs. 
Arlington with almost solemn earnest- 
ness, " then let me conjure you not to 
be so fatally blind to your daughter s tnze 
welfare and happiness, as to wish for a 
moment to retard a union like this, when 
the lover is old enough to take the living 
designed for him, &om the hope of her 
forming a higher connexion« Are yoa 
not happy in your Station ? and Eave you 
eyer repented that in the pride of your 
youth and your beauty, and of your för- 
tune too, you prefeiTed Mr. Derville to 
his opulent rival ?" 

** Never; for my lot has been blessed 
beyond that of women in general," 

"And why maynot your daughter*s 
be so too ?• Wliy show — where your child 
is concerned — the weak ambition which 
in your own case you so properly scom- 
ed? Oh! I have this subjeet much at. 
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heart. But I see that in your thick dress 
the heat of the day oppresses you : let us 
get into the boat, and then we can pass 
ourselves over to that shady seat on the 
opposite bank ; for unfortunately there is 
not one of the serva^ts or gardeners 
within call or even in |ight, an unusual 
circumstance.** ^ 

"Let me take the oars then/^ said 
Mrs. Derville, junip|ng into the boat; 
" as I dare say I am more used to row 
than y^u." *And as she spoke, Mrs. Ar- 
lingtonpreparedtofoUow her; butbefore 
Mrs. Derviile*s band reached hers, to 
ässist her into the boat, Mrs. Arlington's 
foot slipped, and she feil headlong into 
the river — and at the deepest part. For 
an instant, terror nearly deprived' Mrs. 
Derville of recoUection ; but wheh she 
saw Mrs. Arlington rise again, her pre- 
sence of mmd returned, and she conjured 
her not to attempt to get into the boat, 
but desired her to cling to its stern ; then. 
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recoJlecting that she had observed the 
water was shallow where she had stopped 
to examine an aquatic plant, she made 
for this place as fast as her strength would 
allow, still urging Mrs. Arlington,whoin 
fear had nearly deprived of her senses, to 
keep her hold. It was a time of terrible 
suspense to Mrs. Derville, tili she saw 
by the well-remembered flowers that 
she was drawing near the shallow water : 
but before she could reach it, Mrs. Ar- 
lington loosed her hold, and sunk again. 
By this time however Mrs. Derville had 
reaehed the place of comparative safety ; 
and^having jumped out of t)ie boat on the 
bank, she \Y^ded into the river, seized 
the insensible Mrs. Arlington by her long 
hair, which now floatedon thestream^and, 
certainly at some risk to herseif, dragged 
her to the sloping bank, where half her 
person lay out of the water : but to ex- 
tricate her friend entirely was beyond her 
power, nor dared she leave her an instant 
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lest she should fall into the river again« 
She could therefore do nothing but 
scream violently for assistance ; and in a 
few moments Lionel, who was on his way 
in search of them, appeared in sight, 
and hastened to her assistance, while ser- 
vants soon after came running in all di- 
rections ; but were at first too terrified 
and too wretched to be able tö act at 
sight of their lady lying apparently dead 
on the grass, where Lionel had placed her. 
But on Mrs. Derville's assuranee that there 
had not been time for the water which 
she had swallowed to have proved fatal, 
and that she had probably only fainted 
from exhaustion and alann, they assist- 
ed in bearing her to the house ; where 
in a few minutes the usual remedies re- 
stored her. Her first inquiry was for 
Mrs. Derville, into whosearms she threw 
herseif, with a look more eloquent than 
words, and sobbed for some moments, 
with grateful tenderness, .on her bosom. 
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** This lady's presence of mind and 
exertjons saved my life/* said she to those 
around her ; " but for her I should never 
have opened myeyes again." 

Lionel and Jane feit and looked de- 
lighted at hearing this ; and Mrs. Der- 
ville, who would have spoken, was choked 
into silence by the various " God-bless- 
you-nia'ams" which met her ears on every 
side — some mumiured out, sonie sobbed 
out, and son^e audibly pronounced, frora 
the anxious and grateful domestics ; who 
now, however, as well as Mrs . Dei-ville, in- 
sisted on Mrs. Arlington's sending forad- 
vice, and going instantly into a warm bed, 
a precaution which Mrs. Derville herseif 
also consented to do, as she too was wet 
through, and was now beginning to shake 
in every limb, from strong emotion, and 
the painful chilliness which it induces. 

But though she patiently submitted 
?to be undressed and to go to bed, and 
take some bot wine and spi(;es, Mrs. 
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Derville could not attempt to sleep, or 
even to lie quiet; and after she had 
returned thanks» heartfelt thanks, for 
having been made the Instrument of 
saving a fellow»creature's life — and such 
a being too — she insisted on seeing 
Lionel and Jane ; having resolved to 
persist in going away as soon after the 
appointed hour as circumstances would 
permit, unless Mrs. ArUngton should be 
seriously ill in consequence of her acci- 
dent : and after lying an hour she arose, 
being more refreshed by the information 
that Mrs. Arlington was declared by the 
surgeon, who had just left her, tobeno 
sufFerer in any way from what had passed 
— than by any cordial which could have 
been adnünistered to her. 

And it was fortunate indeed for her 
that both her friend and herself were so 
well ; for the letters were now brought in ; 
as, had it not been so, their contents 

VOL. I, G 
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would have been e^'-en more distressing 
thän she now found them. 

One was from Mr. Derville, and one 
from a friend of his. Sh<e read her hus- 
band's first. It was shortj but very af- 
fectionate; and expressed his wiHingness 
to bear her prolonged absence as long 
as she feit happy to remaih whete she 
was : and she almost wished she had not 
ordered the horses. But when she read 
the letter of his friend, her agitation and 
her tears wefe so great as to alarm her 
children ; and havjng just been informed 
thät Mrs. Arlington wished to see her, she 
went to her bedside, gave her the letter, 
and ran out of the room. 

Derville^ on a principle of generous 
and cönsiderate affection, had not told 
his wife of the fever in the village, even 
after it had entirely subsided; as he 
thought that if it did not hasten her home, 
it might still cloud over her pleasure 
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witb some fond though ill-founded fears 
for him ; therefore, though he really 
wanted a little nurshig after the fatigues 
which he had undergone, he resolved to 
say nothing to abridge his beloved vnfe 
and children of the term of their promised 
enjoyment. 

But his friend and neighbour Mr. 
Travers, who saw he looked ill, was not 
so forbearing ; and he not only in his letter 
wished Mrs. Derville to return as soon 
as she could, but, givingway to his feel- 
ings of admiration for her exemplary hus- 
band, he told her the reason why he had 
urged her sudden departure with all her 
children for the metropolis ; why he had 
urged her to prolong her stay there ; and 
expatiated largely on the admirable and 
efficacious manner in which, while she 
was enjoyingthe pleasures of a town life, 
he was performing to the utmost the 
duties of a Christian minister to his sick 
and suiFering parishioners. 

g2 
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As Mrs. Arlington iinished this letter, 
(which she read in broken accents to the 
weeping Jane^ while Lionel, choked with 
emotion which the pride of manhood 
made him desirous to conceal^ had been 
listening to his agitated mother's ac- 
count of the same intelligenee,) Mrs. 
Derville re-entered the room ; and seeing 
Mrs. Arlington was greatly afFected, she 
exelaimed in an agony of tears, 

^* Only think ! I might have lost 
him ! If he had caught the infeetion, 

he might " Tears choked her ut- 

terance. " But he .did not catch it, 
and he has been spared in mercy for the 
good of others . Admirable, disinterested 
man! 

" I would go," added Mrs. Arlington 
forcing a smile, *^ barefooted on a pil- 
grimage to Lovelands, only to look at 
him!" 

" And. I..../ did not make it my first 
pleasure to return to him ! But thank 
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Heaven I had fixed to go before this let- 
ter came ! " 

Mrs. Arlington pressed her band ten- 
derly, and said, " I congratulate you on 
having done so." 

" But surely," resumed Mrs. Derville, 
" you must think it was not right in him 
to keep me in such entire ignorance of 
what was going on ? He might have giveri 
me my choice of going or staying.** 

** No, he has acted in the best pos- 
sible manner ; and you are, I teil you, 
the most enviable of women ! Utter not 
a Word against my hero, another good 
bishop of Marseilles, as he appears to me. 
— ^But are you ready to go ? For though 
I shall miss you greatly, I am now quite 
anxious for your departure.** 

They instantly left the room to prepare 
for the arrival of the carriage : and Mrs. 
Arlington rose in order to write a letter to 
Mr. Derville, exhorting him, if change 
of air was recommended to him, to come 
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to the Lawn-hou$e^ and give her the 
pleasure of knowing a man ^ho mprc 
jthan realized her ideas of what a h wband, 
a father, and a Christian teacher should 
be. She fhen^ with all the simple ^nd 
short pathos of true feeling^ gave him 
an account of her obligätions to his wife, 
whom she justly called her preserver, and 
who was Gonsequently entitled to her eter- 
nal gratitüde, 

The qarriage <>ame to the door at last, 
thojtigh nQw not fest enough for the im- 
|)fttieni3e of Mrs. Derville. But to what 
^ revoliition of feeling, and what new 
ßmo^ns and sentiipent^ had the chwges 
pf a few hpurs now given birth ! Beirre, 
the Obligation was all on Mrs. Dervifle's 
side ; now, Mrs . Arlington was the obliged 
person^ and had received from her a Ser- 
vice to whieh most others are weak. 

" I am not a woman of many words,** 
Said Mrs. Arlington in faltering accents; 
*' but I will prove my gratitude to you 
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by my actions. I will do for you What 
I would on no consideration have done 
for any one eise — ^In time I will explain 
myself.** 

Mrs. Derville's heart was too füll to 
speak; and the new friends parted in 
silence and in tears : bat Jane returned* 
to repeat, for the tenth time, their united 
entreaties that Mrs. Arlington would 
write every day, to say how she was. 

Hqw mucli easier is it to act well in 
difficult and strongly exciting circum- 
stances^ than to fulfil correctly tfae quiet 
and nameless duties of every-day life ! 
No consideration' could have induced 
Mrs. Derville to have left the side of her 
husband during bis perilous Visits to the 
Chambers of disease and death ; and had 
she heard of bis dangers, while in the 
midst of London dissipation, she would 
lave ftown to bim on the lirst whisper 
of alarm. But tiie more easy and more 
humblevirtue of resigning an evening of 
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projected pleasure and tbe triumplis of 
vanity, in order to be restored to him 
one day sooner, and prove her undecayed 
affectionby a Utile saerifiee — one of those 
little and habitual saciifices wbieh prove 
affection, even more than great ones do, 
because no fame, no praise attends on the 
Performance of tbem : — ^to this she had 
proved herseif unequal ; nor could she 
tear herseif away from the fascinations 
of London, tili ishe feared for the peace 
of one child, and for the morals of the 
other. 

Pot in the latter case the danger was 
too strongly marked not to be avoided 
directly, and the duty too evident not 
lo be instantly perfomied; while the 
other H*as a more remote duty, and the 
danger attending on its non»performance 
more imperceptible and more gradual. 
When one meets a chimney-sweep in a 
narrow path, one takes care to avoid the 
certain and obvious eontamination of bis 
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touch ; but we are not conscious of the 
more gradual and imperceptible, but as 
certain, destruction of the purity of our 
garments from dust and the common 
effects of constant wear. 

The travellers, who did not stop on the 
road, got on rapidly tili the evening 
began to close in ; and then they were 
forced to stop one stage before theymeant 
to do so, by the impossibility of getting 
horses to go #n with. But luckily they 
at this moment saw one of Derville's 
parishioners who was returning home on 
horseback; and as Mrs. Derville*s last 
letter had told him not to expect her the 
next day, she was very glad to be able to 
send him word that she was within a ft?u 
hours drive of home. 

The next morning she was still de» 
tained for want of horses ; and it was 
evening before the hüls that formed the 
^^le of Lovelands, the small lake which 
sparkies in its bosom, and the velvet 

G 5 
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While the travellers were enjoying tiie 
refreshment of tea after their journey, 
Mrs. DerviUe, in answertoher husband's 
question of **But, who is Mrs. Arling- 
ton ?'' put her letter to him in liis hand, 
saying, ^* Mrs. Arlington is an angel ! '* 
And Mr. Derville read with no ineon- 
siderable emotion the eulogy on his wife, 
and the aceount of the Service she had 
received from her. 

" Then it is really so, is it, and you did 
save her life ? Mary Ann told me just 
now that Mrs. Arlington feil into the 
water, and she verily believed but for 
you she would have been drowned : but I 
really thougbt the dear child ^ spoke 
pröbably from the exaggerated accounts 
of the servants, as she did not see the 



scene," 



'^Oh noj indeed,Jfatiier,*'^eried Lionel 
and Jane, eager todo honour to their mo- 
ther, and to do her the justice she deserv- 
ed; '^My mother's pfesence of mind did 
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indee(f save her life : and when she reco- 
vered, it was the fir$$t thing Mrs. Arling*- 
ton said to her servanta — * Take notice^ 
this lady sared my life. "" 

Derviile looked at bis eager and affec- 
tionate cbUdren widi a glistening and 
approving eye> and then be»towed most 
eloquent and gratifying prabe on bis 
wife, and eaniest congratulations on the 
result of her self-possession ; forgetting 
whoUy, that if she from a simple ^xertion 
of presence of mind was so worthy of 
such tender encomi^ms, and deserving 
as Mrs. Arlingtpn said of her eternal 
gratitude, how great, how ardent» and 
how extensive must be the praises which 
he deserved, and how eternal ought to 
be the gratitude, to which he bad a 
Claim, from the many poor and humble 
individuals whom bis care and bis boun- 
lies had been the visibte means of saving 
from the grave; — saved, too, by tlie per- 
petual recurrence of personal danger 
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to himself ! But Derville, though ever 
alive to merit in others, never thought 
of his own ; and simply because his ac- 
tions were never prompted by the wish 
to deserve the applause of man : he acted 
on a higher princ^le and a nobler am- 
bition ; and really, while he admired his 
wife's meritorioüs presence of mind and 
resolute exertions to preserve Mrs. Ar- 
lington» he was not conseious that, 
though there was more of iclat, and of 
stage effect, in what she had done, — ^his 
life for a succession of days had been 
marked by eiforts more trying, more 
painful, and more virtuous, and foUowed 
by results füll as worthy of congratula- 
tions such as he was now bestowing on 
Mrs. Derville. 

How happily and how rapidly flew that 
evening! — how impossible was it for 
Mrs. Derville to regret London^ or even 
the Lawn-house and its conveniehcjes ! 
But the next day when Mrs, Derville sat 
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down to dinner she could not help saying, 
*^ I cannot bear that piain queen's wäre, 
l must get a sei of the blue china/' And 
when she desired the maid servant who 
waited to change her plate, she observed 
that '^ it seemed so stränge to be waited 
on at table by a female^servant^as she had 
been so long used to footmen.** 

"True," ßaidDerville, "youkeptafoot- 
man in London^ and occasionally had 
horses to the carriage. That was really 
living in some sort of style, and* as you 
would always have lived, had not Anna 
Pointz^ been a pretty idiot, and preferred 
the gratifications of love to those of am« 
bition /' 

This allusion to past seasons was well 
tinled ; it dissipated the returning wish 
for style beyond her reach ; and looking on 
her husband with eyes that did justice to 
her feelings, she replied, ^^ Anna Der- 
rille has never yet repented, nor ever can, 
the choice of Anna Pointz. No, Mr. Der- 
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yille, whatever ebe may have been niy 
weaknesses^ I have never had a Vision of 
grandeur unsbared viatbyou ! " And while 
»be spoke, tears fiUed her eyes, and her I 
voice faltered with emcHÄoii . — Derville was i 
surprised, and he might have quoted the 
French proverb, Qui s^excuse, s^accuse, ' 
** My dearest love," said he, f* I never 
suspected ybu h^d imagined any happi- 
nesß independent of me as a sharer in it, 
and I never suspected or aceused you of 
any weaknesses. ^ 

" Oh no, that I am sure yöu nev^r did," 
Said the sdf-upbraided wife : " yet weäk 
I have been^ very weak : — ^but I vnll teil 
you all." 

Derville was confoünded; and he look- 
cd at bis children; as if to remind bis 
wife of their presence ; yet he feit assured 
tha£ the weakness eould not be much 
which she was so wilKng to own before 
such witnesses. "Well, my dear, well,'' 
said he, after a pause ; " if it will be any 
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relief to your mind to confess to me, I 

will certainly listen to you ; eise I should 
\)e quite easy to hear no more, as my 
coaüdence in you is entire and un« 
bounded.** 

It is impossible to account for the in* 
consistencies of human feeling. Flatter- 
ing to her best feelings as her husband's 
declared eonfidence in her inust be, 
Mrs. Derville was rather mortüied that 
her husband was not a little, a very Uttle 
jealous ; and she wished^ as she had often 
done before, that he had seen how much 
she had been adinired in London. 

The next Impulse was to exclaim» 
^^Ohyäpropos! youremember that I wrote 
you word I saw Lord L. in London ?" 

" j4'p7'opos to what?'* replied Der- 
ville, a shade passing across bis brow, 
and a deep flush overspreading bis cheek : 
" Not ä^opos to your weaknesses, I con- 
clude ? *' he added with a smile. 
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Mrs. Derville now blushed with some- 
what of an indignant feeling, because she 
feit angry that he coiild for a moment 
entertain a jealous doubt. But it was 
indeed only for a moment ; and Derville's 
heart instantly reproaehed him^ while with 
the most perfeet ease he said, " Well, 
and how does Lord L. look? Does the 

I 

peerage beeome hini, and he the peerage? 
and did he ask for me ? Till we became 
rivals, he was, you know, very fond of| 



me. 



•* You ask me so many questions at 
once," said Mrs. Derville rather crossly, 
** I do not know which to answer first. 
Lord L. looks old for bis years ; but bis 
manners are the same. He is not ren- 
dered proud by the accession of rank.— 
He did ask after you when we first met; 
but though I often saw him, I did not 
often con verse with him ." 

"No! How Strange! I should havc 
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thought it must have been so pleasant to 
you to xneet with an cid friend amongst 
strangers !" 

" To meet with an cid friend merely, 
would have been so; but " 

Here she was interrupted by Jane's 
exclainiing, " Lord L. ! Oh ! that was 
the gentleman, manima^ who used to 
look so fixedly at you, and quite discon- 
cert you by his ga2e ;— and then he used 
to sigh so deeply.'* 

" Yes ; and when you used to sing," 
Said Lionel, " he used to hold his head 
on one side and look so ridiculously 
affeeted." 

At another time Demlle would have 
chidden his son for speaking severely of 
any one ; but now he was not sorry to 
hear him say that Lord L. looked ridi- 
culous and affected. 

" Is this true, Anna?" said he smiling. 
•' Did Lord L. exliibit these Symptoms 
of still existing love?" 
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" He Ad." 

" O fie ! it was very wrong in him. 
However, poor man, I ought to pity liim, 
and do most sincerely.'* 

^* But you would not have had me 
converse mach with him, I suppose ?'* 

" No, certainly not ; and I commend 
you for not doing so, as, untold, I am 
sure you did not." 

" On the contrary I avoided convers- 
ing with him, as I resented his boldness 
in daring to betray feelings which it was 
culpable in hin^ to feel, and degrading to 
me to witness the expression of." 

" Poor Lord L. r cried Derville ; " Tind 
so not even his Coronet could procure him 
one smile in reward of his obtruded con- 
stancy ? I am sure then I do not emy 
him his peerage, Anna!" 

*' It is a fine thing to be a peer, Der- 
ville, and I have often caught myself of 
late wishing you were one." 

"Me apeer!" 
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" Yes ; — ^are not bishops pcers ?" 
'' And do you really wish mea bishop, 
Anna ? Do you wish to leave this peace« 
ful retreat, in which we have been so 

happy?'' 

" I do sometimes ; thoiigh I nevef 
vvished to be Lady L." 

" Well, well," Said Derville, •* I must, 
I See, forgive you what you have wished, 
in favour of what you have not." 

" Why, papa," cried Jane, " what 
nierit is there in manima's not wishing 
herseif married to Lord L. ? You are 
ten times younger-looking and hand- 
somer than he is ; and when I have 
taught you to tie your neckcloth as Lord 
N. dpes — '' she contiiiued, fondly hang- 
ii^ about him as she spoke — 

" And w^hen /," said Lionel (smooth- 
ing down his dark and glossy hair) 
'^ have taught you . to brush your hair in 
front ä4a-mode de Sir Mordaunt Wil- 
liams and myself— why then — '' 
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** He Mr 

" O fie ! it was very wrong in him. 
However, poor man, I ought to pity him, 
and do most sincerely.'* 

^* But you would not have liad me 
converse mach with him, I suppose ?'* 

" No, certainly not ; and I conimend 
you for not doing so, as, untold, I am 
sure you did not." 

" On the contrary I avoided convers- 
ing with him, as I resented his boldness 
in daring to betray feelings which it was 
culpable in hinj to feel, and degrading to 
me to witness the expression of." 

*^ Poor Lord L. !" cried Derville ; ** und 
so not even his Coronet could procure him 
one smile in reward of his obtruded con- 
stancy ? I am sure tlien I do not envy 
him his peerage, Anna!" 

•' It is a fine thing to be a peer, Der- 
ville, and I have often caught myself of 
late wishing you were one." 

" Me a peer ! " 
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** Yes ;•— are not bishops peers?" 

** And do you really wish mea bishop, 
Anna ? Do you wish to leave this peace- 
ful retreat, in which we have beert so 
happy?" 

" I do sometimes ; though I nevef 
wished to be Lady L." 

" Well, well," Said Derville, '' I must, 
I see, forgive you what you have wished, 
in favour of wliat you have not." 

" Why, papa," eried Jane, " w*hat 
merit is there in mamma's not wishing 
herseif married to Lord L. ? You are 
ten times younger-looking and hand- 
somer than he is ; and when I have 
taught you to tie your neckcloth as Lord 
N. does — '' she continued, fondly hang- 
ing about him as she spoke — 

** And when /," said Lionel (smooth- 
ing down his dark and glossy hair) 
^^ have taught you . to brush your hair in 
front ä-la-niode de Sir Mordaunt Wil- 
liams and myself — ^why then — ^" 
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" Why then^'' cried DervIUe iaughing, 
" you will have made me an old cox- 
comb ! " 

" Old ! oldi papa ! I am sure I did not 
see any man to compare to you during 
my absence, not even inbeauty ; — fashion, 
you know, is another thing." 

^^ But come, Anna, is there no altera- 
tion in your old-fashioned husband that 
you wish to make ?" cried Derville as bis 
wife drew near the afFectionate group. 

" None,*" said she, as she threw her- 
seif into bis extended arms : " Tbou 
hastno faults,or I no fäults can spy.** And 
again Mrs. Derville retired to rest, feel- 
ing and owning herseif the happiest wo- 
man in the world. That evening too 
had broaght a few lines from Mrs- Ar- 
lington, assuring her of her continued 
health and giatefuf love. 

Tlie npxt morning she rose, meaning 
to be very notable and to resurae her 
household duties directly ; but she went 
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over her house, made a great bustle, 
seemed very busy, and did nothing." 

^* What furniture and plate, &c. have 
you brought down tvith you ?" asked 
DerviUe, when they met at dinner. " I 
have heard very little of Lady Ann*s 
legacy !'* 

" There is little to hear, I was much 
disappointedin its value; and Mr. Farrell 
and I agreed that I had better seil raost of 
the furniture and some of the china orna** 
ments and plate, and buy new.-— I should 
have liked to have ha<i two or three 
things which I gave up to Liady Lucy/* 

** And why did you not take them ?" 

^' Because she mshed to have them ; 
and she was so civil that I really had a 
pleasure in obliging her-^hough Mr. 
Farrell ädvised me not.** , 

^' Interest would make any one civil : 
however^ I had rather she should be able 
to say that you were generous, than that 
you were Belfish. But now be so good 

VOL. !• H 
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aß to t^Uiue mora abpnt Mrs. A^ling- 
»ton :- her ktter to me b^spe^oks a woman 
of educatioa ; of great kiiiwiness of heart; 
^^d ben invitatio» is, a, temptiog; one: 
but this is aJJ I.kf),pw> and. I believe yo» 

l^nawlittiemoc^." - - 

.. 1.1. ... 

" No^.W^ do not ; except that nhi^ is 
ope. of tbjp^ost.bj^auti^^ graceful^ ac- 
win^JUishÄd aftd ejiyi^bk^ of . women ." 

'^ f^^va^bli^! Has sbe a hjjsband and 
chiJldren, Anjgtaj?'* , 

' "Notchildj;exvcei!tainly;'a«dperhaps 
not. a husbai^dr; and so far>'* said she 
smilwg? ** I. kpow. woni^en mor^ to be 
«mä^ :-*r-but Juirbouse, berg^oußds,. her 
atyl^ of Uyipg-TTrlndeed, Dervilje, I slK>uld 
likß to^lhre ju^t li]^ Mr$.. Arling^aa: I 
m^w , wüih you. and my children, not 
without:*' 

. ' " -^But .5tijl yopi da npt knpw who she 
i^.?" Heare tb« ejaJttanoe ,^f Mf. T^aRers 
^\xp a ;stQ!p tQ. tlie conversatipn, bu|> it was 
renew^ a^^spop^as he was seated. 
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" Well, Tnwrertj/' said Mr. DerviHe, 
" I can't find out wha riiy wife's new 
friendis." t * 

" I begin tö thkik I hare discovered," 
rßplied'Mi?. Travers ; '^ but my ideas'and 
r^coUectioBs on the subject are veiyim- 
peifect and confused. I think she wste^a- 
Miss Looisa -Fortescue. But Arl&igtön' 
is not her real nam6.'' 

'^ Not her retd nam^ !" excteimed his' 
auditors in some con»temation. 

" No ; fop somie reason ' or otbet, I 
suspect that she is separated from her 
husband, whose name I thlnk is Sey- 
niour/' 

'^^ Seymour r exclaimed Jane ; "then 
we saw hia pioture. There was a cüitain 
befdre it, which I undrew« It wäb the 
picture of a very handsome maii, and I 
asked who it was. I remembernow thät 
5he sig^ed deeply; turaied aWc^,^ and 
Said * The gentleman*^ name is Sey* 



mour.' " 



H 2 
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" Very stränge! andveiyrnystenous!" 
Said Derville thoughtfuUy. 

** It has always a bad appearance," 
said Travers, " when a wife is separated 
froin her husband, and lives in such 
splendour! and this lady too goes by 
another name, and that not her maiden 
name ! Surely, before you continue this 
intimacy, you ought t9 inquire more con- 
ceming this lady, for Jane*s sake^ and 
also for yours, my dear madam, for you 
are as yet too young and too lovely to be 
known to associate with ladies of doubt- 
ful character.** 

" My dear sir," eagerly replied Mrs. 
Derville, " it is true that I have had no 
means of knowihg how women who are 
not ^ood, logk and talk and behave ; but 
I feel it to be impossible, that any wo- 
man can look and talk and aqt like Mrs. 
Arlington, who is not pure and faultless 
in thought and in deed/* 

" You ar« pure yourself, nay dear nia- 
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AuTiij and theiefore it is impossibk lor 
you to suspect the purity of another. 
Those who are consciuusly good are not 
apt to suspect the virtue of others." 

^' Then how is it that you suspect Mrs» 
Arlington» sir ?^ 

" Fairly retorted,** cried Derville. 
** But you must own,** said Mr. Tra- 
versy ** that the Situation is a singular 
one ?•* 

'* True ; but all singular situations are 
not guilty ones. For instai^ce, wbat 
must any one have thought, who knew 
the danger to which my husband was ex- 
posed from the Contagion in Lovelands, 
if they had heard me singing, and seen 
me going about to parties, and enjoying 
myself, as if all was well and safe at ' 
home ? This was a suspicious Situation : 
Yet still — how innocent I was even of 
impropriety at the moment ! " 

" Well/' replied D^rville with a be- 
nevolent smile, " I like to hear you de- 
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feßd yaür «cw aeqüairttwice, and I will 
answer her letter ; biit it may be aswell 
to make some iltquiries cono^ming her, 
and Fapreil will do it for us. But tjome, • 
betöre it \s dark.let v» 'take a walk and 
Visit some of my parishioneps ; though- 
even now I will not alJow you to gointo 
all the oottages, lest there be any pemaihs 
of infectioi]:/'' 

" No, no," Said Mr. Travers, ".lio 
you stay at bome, or go somewhere eise ; 
I want tp . have a t^te-ä^tite with your 
wüe, and I ehoQse to have itnow." 

" Very well ; bwt I «uppose .1 tnay 
be allowed to' eome and meet you ? «nd 
in dfke mean while I will take the childfen 
to see a^new prospect Station which I hafe 
discovered." 

When they were alone togelher, Mr. 
Travers töld'Mrs. DerviUe that he wish- 
ed her to visit thecottagers and others ei' 
the parishioners witbout her husbaiid^ 
that she might hwt the ddight ef h&t- 
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ing his praises from their own Ups, a tri- 
bute of urhich respect wouldprevent their 
payment in his presence; and Mrs. Der- 
viHe 6hanked him heartily for his con^ 
siderate attention . 

Norwasitneedless: and tliß delighted 
Mrs. DerviHe enjoyed that gratification' 
most dear to the healrt of a virtuous and 
affectionatewife, — ^the wellj^earned praises 
and Wiessings bestöwed on a beloved hus- 
band by grateful beings whom he had 
either served, $saved, or consoled. 

When DervHle met them on their re- 
turn, the flushed cheeks, and red, tearful 
eyes of his wife filled him at first with 
anxiety ; but the affectionate smile and 
tender pressure of his band with which 
bhe welcomed hitn, soon dissipated his 
alarm ; and Travers kindly said, *• Öo not 
regret your wife's tears, for they are the 
tears of pride and of happiness." And that 
evening she again forgot that the rooms 
weve small, and that the supper was 
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served on qiieen's wäre. Thie ne|j|t day 
brought another letter frpm Mrs. 4^1ing- 
ton in answer to one which ;M^s. Der* 
ville had written to announce IjßT safe ar- 
rival and happy meeting with her hns- 
band ; and to which Mary Ann had added 
a PostScript to inform her that NeUy had 
two puppies, one of which (the hand- 
somest) she was bringing up for her. 
This letter was a franked*one; and on 
opening it they found a paper inclosed, 
on the outside of which was written 
•' A christening present for Nelly,*' and 
the following note to Mary Ann : 

** My dear child, 

"I heg my intended pet may be named 
Caius if it be a dog ; and, as is usual on 
such Dccasions, I, as Sponsor, send a pre- 
sent, of which, however, you are to have 
the sole disposal under the direction and 
oare of your good father, who will, I am 
sure, dispose of it in the best possibk 
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manner for the benefit of the young 
Gracchi. Your affectionate frieiid, 

"LouiSA Arlington," 

The paper was opened, and the de« 

lighted but wondering Mary Ann held 

up three bank notes. The amount was 

but I will not say what it was, for* 

I know that'some of my readers will say» 
*' Nonsense! it was tax too much for her to 
give r and others would exclaim^ ^' Shame 
on her ! she ought to have given a great 
deal more, if she meant to showher gm- 
titude to the mothet for her having saved 
her life/* Therefore, I will avoid all lisk 
of offending the prudent and the <noney- 
loving on one band, and the over-gene- 
rous on the other, who are usually, alas ! 
those who have nothing to give, — and will 
not disclose the amount of the bank- 
notes, except by implication. When Der- 
ville saw the notes, he would have given 
one of them at that moment to be sUre 
that Mrs. Axlington was» and alwaysliad 

h5 
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been the angel which his wife desofibad 
her to be: ias, though he saw that thk 
gift wa» only the result of a generous and 
perhapß a |NPoud heatt^ eager to shovr its 
sense of a beiiefit reeeived, and that thi» 
gift would only be theibrerunner of more 
bounties ; stiH, whet he eoiald hanre Fe- 
ceived with pleasum» from the hand of un« 
Uemished «ceeüenoe, he shrank from re- 
ceiving from that of doubtful viPtoe. But 
he fHacarded the «mcandid thOK^ht again 
inmiediatety ; and while his mfe and eÜäex 
children expatiated wiäi ^light on the 
handsofne manner ki which Mrs. Arling- 
ton had« eontfived to make her preseAt,* 
he took the amaeed and perplexed Mary 
Ann on his knee, to esqilmn to her wiiat' 
Mrs . Ariington meant, i^ what they ad- 
mired; 

"Btrtjjmpa," saidMafyAnn/^whatwM 
there «6 charming in Mrs. ArlingtonV 
fendingbatik-notesforthepuppy ? Ifitwta' 
my body eke, I shoidd say it was «illy ; for 



V: 
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you knotv,papa, if I were to give k to him, * 
he would only tear it in pieces." 

" Very tnie ; but you are not ordered 
to grve it to him ; you are told to give it 
to me — ^that is, to put it under niy catt', 
as I shall know how to dispose of it for 
the beneffit of the young iSfacchii** 

"Yes." 

" Wtll then, listen, Mary Ann ! I shaÄ 
put this money out to interest, and it win 
bring in such a sum ; and äs you are the 
mistress of Nelly'and her puppi^s^ itlviH 
enable you, you See, to pröVide very hand- 
somely for them indeed-^ chick^n nol^ 
and theh, ot a bottle o¥ wihe ändüne fruit^. 
and so on.^ 

" ö dear, papa, but h would be quite 
ashame to glve dog^ such things ! And 
besides^ they don*t waht them, and Wöuld 
be just as happy withcmt ; and that tnoite^ 
wemld buy ycru something, and matn- 
ma, and Lioiiel, ätid ^idter, and Me töö, 
pajÄ. ö dear ! 1 atti itire Mrs, AiÜngtcm 
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canH expect me tQ ky out that money on 
dogs." 

" No^ mychild,* replied Derville, " no; 
Mrs. Arlington has no such wish ; and 
now, therefore, perhaps you will under- 
stand why your mother and Lionel and 
Jane were so charmed with the delicate 
manner in which sbe made you this pre- 
sent« by pretending it was for the puppy 
on its being named.** 

*^ Then it was make-believe ; papa» and 
I thought that was wrong.** 

"So make-believe always is, my dear, 
when meant to deoeive; but this was 
meant for no such purpose. Now listen, 
Mary Ann : Mrs. Arlington is a very very 
rieh lady, and your mother has saved her 
Hfe : now we are not rieh ; and though 
our iucome is good, part of it is only life 
income : therefore» though Lionel at my 
death will have my Uving, as it is a fa- 
mily one^ tW jpest of my fortune will not 
be Jarge enoügh to enable me to leave 
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much to you and Jane:— this present, 
then^to you, will be a welcome addition to 
your fortune, Mary Ann.** 

" My fortune^ papa ! Why, to be sure, 
you will give half to Jane I I sball not 
keepitall!*" 

*' Good child ! ** said the graüfied fa- 
ther; while Jane kissed her glowing 
cheek. " Yes, my dear, you must keep 
it all, or I will keep it for you, for such 
was the design of the donor ; and I am 
very sure that she will find some way of 
being equally generous to Lionel and 
Jane^^but all in good time/* 

" So am I,'* said Mrs. Derville ; and 
Lionel and Jane silently acquiesced in 
the opinion. 

'^But now listen again^ Mary Ann. 
You are only eight, I think ?" 

^ O yes ! I am almost nine, papa,** 

"Well, this money put out to interest 
(and Lcan get five per cent. for it^ I know^ 
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m sonie 6f the pub'kc ^todks), if we let 
the intarest accnmulate,— that is, do not 
take it out and spend it, — ^will double it- 
suM iit^seifen years ; and by the time 
yoü M« mther more tlian two-ahd-twenty 
it will make you a pretty little fortune/' 

*'Me, päpa! Oh! how kind in Mrs. 
Arlington ! — ^But why did she not give it 
to me at once, and not send it to mcfor 
the dbgs ?'* 

" I will teil you : — ^that would have 
looked fts if she said, * You are poor, and 
I cfwe you an Obligation ; so tsdce tfan 
money — ^I know you want it ; — ^bai by 
giving it thus, she seems to throw a veil 
over her r^l motives, and^ delicately^- 
and**. . . .DenlÄe was really puzzled ; and 
not less so, when Mary Ann intemipted 
him with, "But after all, papa, it is thfc 
same tiiihgy you knöw, and you are pöor,^ 
and Mrs. ArHngtoii thinks you so. teän- 
not see the beauty of all this make-be- 
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lieve."* And DerviDe could not help hugh-' 
ing;as he replied, ''Indeed, Mary Ann, on 
second thoughts, no more can I: and if 
Mr3. Arlington bad said, * I wish to pro« 
vide for the chiMfren, as their motber has 
served meso greatlyybygiving them some^ 
thing out of my supariluity/ I shonld not 
bave feit justäied in being offended, or 
in refiising ; still, I own tbe mantier sha 
adopted showed some delicacy of imnd/^ 

''Some! Oh, a great deal P exdaimedV 
all but Mary Ann, as they were very te-* 
nacious of Mrs. Arlington's reputation 
kc every thmg «calted ; but little Mary 
An») pn tbts oooasion, ooald have exn 
olaimed tike Mungo in tbe hccm,^^*. Hxm 
can me like what me no understand ?'* 

That day, after tbis new exdtement oc^ 
casioneä^y diis commurtication £roni Mrs • 
ArlingtM had subsided, Mrs. Der^Ue re^ 
sunied> ; but imperfectty» her daily occu« 
pations ; and she broke off gladfy 4o un* 
pack sotne things just arrived by the wi^« 



; • 
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gons from London. But it was difficult 
forher to find places forall her acquisi- 
tions, and she found that both the china 
and plate closets must i>e enlarged^ or 
new ones made. Yet how tp do this she 
did not know, as she desigoed to convert 
a sort of light closet, which commanded 
a iine view and had a tent-beddn it, into 
a boudotTy though how to spare the rooin 
was a consideration of no small dii&culty. 
'' Little did I thmk I had so many wants T 
said Mrs. Derville as she looked over her 
rooras and her furniture ; ^Vit is surprising 
how I could be so long satisfied with such 
a slender störe of conveniences ! Posi- 
tivejy, we have hardly a chair fit to sit 
upon; I.raust have chaises longties in- 
stead of that lumbering old-fashioned sofa. 
. Nor was it long before she made a ge- 
neral complaint to her husband of the 
impossibility to ^jst any longer without 
certain articles, to obtain which part of 
the legacy mu3t be expended : ** And I as- 
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sureyou," she added/* Lionel is very will* 
ing to engage to spend the less the first 
year at College/* 

** Well, that is as you and he please,** 
replied DerviUe gravely ; ** Lionel is your 
child as well as mine, and his College- 
comforts xnüst be as dear to you as to 
me; — if he is willing to spend less on real 
neeessaries that you niay spend more on 
fancied wants, so be it."* 

*^ Fancied wants ! Mr, DerviUe/* 

" Yes, my dear; are they not so ? The 
sofa is quite as good as ever it was^ though 
it is not so new-fasbioned ; and we have 
hitherto been so happy and so good-na'- 
tured, that we have not needed & boudoir^ 
or room to pout in — is not that the 
proper translation of the word boudoiry 
Anna?" 

" Nonsense," cried Mrs. DerviUe pet- 
tishly; " call it dressing-roonoi if youwiU, 
1 want a room I can call my own to sit 
in in a morning, and receive Company in." 
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" Have ymi not two parlöurs ?" 

" And will thcy not hold mottiing vir 
sitöTs more coliveniendy Chan a closet ? 
I condude you do not mean ta p«t the 
iaudad* to the original \ise of stich apatt- 
inenls, — that of an apttrtment saered tca 

Mrs. DerviUe, conscions tlmther hus-^ 
band's raillery and observations were just, 
feit a' Uttle angry, and replied that indeed 
«he had' no Foom qurte big enough ta 
breathe fredy in, and thait the house now 
seemed to her quite a nutshell." " 

^* Rut ä nutshell still füll of its sweet- 
fla¥oured meat, I hope ?" he gently re- 
plied.^ " If your roortis are small, they 
have hitherto been 'little rooms of great 
comfort/ Anna, have they not? and I 
trust t:hey will beso again. If not, 
Mrs. Arlington ! your postillion and you 
will have müch to answer for!*' 

So'Bäying, withapained and morttfied ^ 
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expression of cornitenance he left the 
room; aadMrs.Derville, finding, on Con- 
sulting with thecaarpenterwhom sfae had^ 
sent foTy that «nlarging the closets would' 
Costa great deal of money, tesolvedtoi 
give «p oonverting the closet up-8tair!r 
into 9L bowioir udnich sbe did not want» 
Imt to «onvert it into a düna-doset which 
siiedid want ; as Lady Aiine's bequest of 
China was really large and handsome. 
Some of the vases and dishes, however, 
i« imitation of Lady Lucy and Mrs. Ar- 
Kngton, she resolved, though at the risk* 
of •ha;ving them thrown down, to set in 
her drawing'^TGom, (as she now oalled the 
best parlour,) on brackets, and in Stands 
made for the purpose. 

When »he next saw her husband, it was 
^th Ihe painful consciousness that her 
disBatisfaetion with the comparative po- 
^^ly and smallness of her home had 
^'iven him pain ; bnt the resoltrtion she 
Imd m«4e to cftiiy her potnt, and make 
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her house as elegant as possible, deter- 
mined her to conquer the Impulse öf hef 
heart, and to prove to him by her silence 
relative to what he had said when he left 
the room, that without the indulgencies 
which she required, her comfort in her 
home could never in future be what it 
had been ; — and this was the first uneom- 
fortable meal the husband and wifehad 
ever eaten together* 

Mrs. Derville only spoke to complain 
of the uncomfortableness of the chairs, 
and to declare that they were so large and 
wide,they made the littleroom still less^ — 
then the tables had betterbe sent to Ldi- 
don to be sold> and the new-fa&hioned table 
that shuts up aud draws out bought in 
its stead. As to the sofa, that was not to 
be borne with a day longer. ** How un- 
grateful this is in you, Anna," said Der- 
ville reproachfuUy, ** when you must re- 
coUect how comfortably you have often 
reclined on it after your confinements or 
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little illqessesy and declared, while I sat 
on one side of it reading you to sleep« 
that no bed was ever more comfortable ! 
Anna, the couch is the same, and your 
nurse is also unchanged — But— '** Here 
he pausedy and starting up abruptly left 
tlie room. 

When once persons are very wrong, it 
is difiicult to get right again — and Mrs. 
Derville feit this. Her heart whispered, 
'* FoUow your husband, and teil bim you 
are no more altered than be or the sofa, 
and thät you own the sofa is a very good 
sofa.** But pride whispered, that Der- 
ville did not make sufiicient allowances 
for the different life which she had latel^ 
led, and the elegant style of furniture» kC. 
to which she had lately been accustom- 
ed ; and that he ought not to resent so 
liigl)ly her very natural dissatisfaction with 
accommodations so very different to 
those which shjB had left/ " What would 
Lady Lucy say, and what woul4 Lord 



166 Mft$. ARUNGTON ; OR, 

thki, o? Lady t'oäier tbiak^ i£ theyr were 
to visit her by ebanee, a|i4 see how un- 
stylish every thing aboü^ h^ was ? No, 
for hi^ own sake> and eapeeiaUy ^ in; case 
Mrd. AtlingtoQ. should ever be their 
guest, she must get things a little smart 
about her — '' And she did not foUow her 
husbaad. 

DerviUe waadered out to the furthest 
and most.lonely extremity of th^ banks 
of the lake, not only tö concesd^ his emo^ 
tion fipom ev^ry eye, but also to com- 
mune with^ his :Own heairt, and ask hun- 
seif ujietfaet he dkl net too keenly.feel 
these littie folUes of his wife^ and 'too 
visibty resent them« She had.been,. he 
beard from Lionel, excessively admired 
and couFted whithenseever she went; and 
besfw tliat if she had glven.hkn encou- 
i^agement, shenu^ haveled herold lo^er, 
now: an. admiredman^ of high. rank>^ an 
ävowed:caq>tive in her chains. But this 
vidous.tBduJgesice.of her vanity^ not pnly 
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exclui^iye love for him had forbtddeD, but 
principle and. an innate delicacy and pu« 
rityof feeling, which led her to loathe even 
the aj^af ance of a homage repugnant to 
good morals. Why then should he so 
severely judge such a slight evidence of 
woman's weakness in her ? 

" I Va3 wrong — ^I was veiy wrong ; and 
by siieb expression« of my quick feelings 
I ^m not li^jely to reconcile her to retice« 
ment and t(^ her home» if indeed, as it 
now seemS) her heart is in a d^gree 
alifin^ted from it. Well then> I will re- 
tum home- and seek her out^ and speak 
kindly to her ; but J; dare say I shall meet 
her Coming. out in searchof me.V . 

His hopes however deceived him ; and 
he foun4 Mr3. Derville still in the par- 
lour, and iQoking. over some new silver 
forks whiqhwerejustarjrived, Ske tumed 
W head on .his.entrance,.and held.upone 
to him. with a for^e^ed smile*; <but herlook 
was.enjlmv aod to hiai surprise he sa(w no 
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gons frotn London. But it ivas dif&cult 
for her to find plaoes for all her acquisi- 
tions, and she found that both the china 
and plate closets must be enlarged^ or 
new ones made. Yet how to do this she 
(Ud not kiiow, as she desigoed to convert 
a sort of light closet, which commanded 
a iixie view and had a tent-beddn it, into 
a boudotTy though how to spare the room 
was a consideration of no small difiiculty. 
** little did I think I had so inany wants T 
said Mrs. Derville as she looked over her 
rooms and her furniture ; '^ it is surprising 
how I could be so long satisfied with such 
a slender störe of conveniences ! Posi- 
tively, we have hardly a chair fit to sit 
upon ; I raust have chaises longues in- 
stead of that lumbering old-fashioned sofa. 
. Nor was it long before she made a ge- 
neral complaint to her husband of the 
impossibility to exist any longer without 
certain articles, to obtain which part of 
the legacy must be expended : ^' And I as- 
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sure yoti,*' she added/* laonel is veiy will- 
ing to engage to spend the less the first 
year at College,** 

** Well, that is as you and he please,** 
replied Derville gravely ; " Lionel is your 
child as well as mine, and his College- 
comforts xnüst be as dear to you as to 
me; — ^if he is wiUing to spend less on real 
necessaries that you niay spend more on 
fancied wants, so be it."* 

*^ Fancied wants ! Mr. Derville.** 

" Yes, my dear; are they not so ? The 
sofa is quite as good as ever it was^ though 
it is not so new-fashioned ; and we have 
hitherto been so happy and so good-na*- 
tured, that we have not needed % boudoir^ 
or room to pout in — is not that the 
proper translation of the word boudoivy 
Anna?" 

" Nonsense,*' cried Mrs. Derville pet- 
tishly; " call it dressing-roona if you, will. 
I want a room I can call my own to sit 
in in a morning, and receive Company in,'^ 



170 MKS. ARLIW^TON ; Oil/ 

. lionel had not yet seen Eustaoe ; and 
when he entered the room, the unaffeeted 
cordialäy of 'his männer would have made 
hiin amends for the coldnessof Jane% if 
the attentiöns of : friendship could ever 
make the heart that löves amends for the 
neglect and the disdain of the object be« 
loved. , 

. LioneFs eyes sparkled atid his* cheek 
glowed at sight of his friend ; and Derville 
said to himself, ^' At least there isoneof 
tbem uBsophisticated and undtongedT 
" Well, Eustace, how are you? I am 
delighted to see you," exclaimed Limiel, 
as Eustace, expressing his welcome more 
by an agitated grasp of his band thanby 
words, arose to iiieet bim : " Bett where 
iwere you theevening we arrivedfand why 
hsLveme not seen you before? I'asi^re 
you, Jane and 1 both expected to see you 
on the road, to give us a welcome, ' just 
before wetum ofTatthe gate tbat-leads 
to your house.** 



ALL IS NOT GOXD THAT GLITtfcRS. l/l 

Jane at these words pretended to take 
up and examine the silver forks, as she 
eould not deny what Lionel said, 'and did 
not like to seem to hear it without denjr* 
ing it : but she very anxiously expected the 
answer ;and her father was no uninterested 
and unobservant spectator of what was 
passing. 

" It was my intention to be waiting at 
that very gate,** said Eustace ; " büt just 
^ I was setting ofFfor it, I was summon* 
cd to do duty at a church some miles ofF, 
where the minister was suddenly taken ill 
as he was going to bury a öorpse ; nof 
womd he allow me to come away— be* 
cause he was sure he was dyin'g — tili 
this very evening ; and then being suffer- 
ed to leave him, I came hither, without 
even going home.** 

" Now I shall see what effect this has 

« 

on Jane,** thöught her anxious father ; 
^d to his inexpressible joy he saw her 
birn round with a blushihg cheek and a 

i2 
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smile of the sweetest animation ; sind 
holding out one of the forks to Eustace, 
" See !*' she cried, " what extravagancies 
we have been guilty of !" 

There was nothing in the action itself, 
but the manner of it was every thing. 
Eustace took the fork, his eyes met^hers; 
he understoodherlate coldness and super- 
cilious civility ; his heart beat with renewed 
hope ; and as he pressed her band on re- 
turning the fork, he thought, nay he was 
sure» the pressure was gently retumed. 

DerviUe's heart was also lightened of 
this new load« and in time he was sure 
his wife would be kind to him again. 

The servant now brought in a packet 
that came by the post, franked by a se- 
cretary of State. It was large, and evi- 
dently contained nothing but writing. It 
was directed to Mrs. Derville. She eager- 
ly opened it« and found it was frei 
Mrs. Arlington. 

Mrs. Derville read a few minutes t^ 
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herseif : but her bosom soon beaved, and 
her eyes filled with tears ; tili at length, 
ünaUe to subdue her feelings«^ she threw 
herseif on her husband*s neck, and faintly 
murmuring out <« Forgive me, iny best 
love r she hid her face on his Shoulder. 
Mrs. Arlington wrote as foUöws. 

7%^ History of Mrs. Arlington, 

" The. Lawn«Hou8e. 

*^ From a palace, the seat of sad and so- 
litary grandeur, I address you at your 
simple dwelling, the abode of maternal 
love and of wedded happiness. Long; 
after you left me I foUowed youi: carriage. 
wheels in fancy^ and envied you your 
progress ; for you were hastening to the 
home of your youth and the husband o£ 
your heact, and that husband a beingto 
glory in. And I smiled with bittej;ne^s 
while I remerabered that to you J* had 
appeared an object of envy : — ^Aye^ and 
perhiotps I appear so still ; for I am doubt- 
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fpl of what may be your feeliags when 
this packet reaches yeii. 
• '" Afewdays willthen'haveel^psed since 
ydur reümpn with this beloye^ hu^and; 
and af(er the first ' fon4 - emotipns 
h^vye subsidedy the anibifiöus IßVe of 
grandeur and the lu^ries of life» which 
new circumstances had, I saw, awakened 
in yöur bosom, will have had leisure to 
show itself ; : and already I can fancy you 
pröjeeting altetations, devising new ex- 
penses, and a Kttle angry with Mr. Der- 
vilie for not sympathizing with y^u in 
your wants and dissatisfactions. Yes; 
methinka' I can behold unusual gloom 
over his plaicid brow, and a feeling of dis- 
mntent, for the first time in your life, 
daxnping your fbrmer consciousness of 
being blect beyond your sex*% charler; 
K I have fancied and foreboded aright, 
rcpent the unworthy and ungrateful sen« 
salions ; hasten in penitent love to im- 
plore the pardon of that husband, whom 
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your woman's weakness, however exeuse- 
able, may have wounded ; atidwhenyou 
•have been clasped to his forgiving bo&om, 
read to your family the pages which 
fop yöur sake I have writteli — ^wiitten 
tQ ^onvince you how blest your lot ha» 
h^ti ; and that, were ybur residefnce a 
hovel, such a partner of it should make 
it a paradise — ^written to make you for 
ever a stranger to aught of frivolous re- 
pimngs and frivolous wiiih^s, and to bid 
you bend in huinble and contriti^ thatik- 
fubiess to Heaven, while you read the 
Hlstory of Louisa Arlikgton/' 

Mrs. Derville had read thus far, when 
tinable to endure any longer the re- 
proaches of her own heart, thus power- 
fuUy called into action; she addressed her 
husband'as mentioned above : and when 
Bustace was gone, Derville read the fol- 
lowing narrative to his deeply interested 

wife and ehildren : 

< 

" I ^a« the only surviving child of many, 
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• and wos consecjuently watched over with 
'' mpre than the usual care of parental affee- 
tion. But my parehts though tender 
were judicipus, and their fondness did 
not show itself in unbounded indulgetice 
^of all iiiy desire^, the result always ^of 
selfishnest^ rathier than well^prinjcipled 
afFection ; Sut it manifested itself in such 
salutary restraints and wise contradtctioDs 
tts are best caleulated to secure the fütiue 
göod of its object. 

** Itisoften difficult to say whatts cause 
and what is efFect ; — ^but whether my edu- 
cation influenced my temper, or my tem- 
per was Ätted to profit by my education, 
I know not : certain however it is, that 
I was gentle and submissive under pa- 
rental authority, and that nothing could 
equal my obedience to my parents^ but 
my veneration and my Jove for them. 

" My grandfather on the paternal side, 
though the younger son of a hobleman, 
had entered into trade, and made a very 
large fortuiie, and my father was his 
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only child." I therefore was an heire$9; 
ofconsiderableexpectatioQs, conseqiuentn 
ly no expense was spared on my edüca- 
tion r And as I had early evinced* a t&lebt 
for music, the first masters'were >ein« 
plöyed to perfect me both in sin^ng» und 
in playingon different instruments'; and 
tili I was sixteen; our winters were all 
passed in London. But ai that time my 
mother*s health became so much af&cted 
by the fogs of the metropolis, that we 
removed to an estate which niy father 
had recently purchased in the immediate 
vicinity of a large provincialtown^ and 
my musical instructors prbmisedthatthey 
would continue their lessons occasionally 
at our own house, when tlie London sea- 
son was over. 

'^There-wasa regiment of dragooh 
guards quartered in the town hear which 
we resxded ; and though I was not what 
is called out^ being at the time I mention 
not seveitteen» I was nevertheles^ well 

i5 
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aoquaiiUed wtAi the officers ; and one of 
thein, a youag Heutenant, though he 
paid me^na.particalar attention and seem- 
ed to considor. me as a child^ engagetl 
tOBf exclusWe admiration. 
^ " If personal beauty in a mancan excuse 
alfection in woman, he had sufiicient to 
JMtify the most unbounded ; but he had 
jpmch more effective and certain recom» 
maidations» — a grace of manner which I 
never yet saw equalled^ and a tone of 
veke which when once heard could 
Mirer be forgot^n. 

. f < This daiigerous young man did not 
remain long with the regunait at thi^ 
iperiod; for he was sent away on a recruit- 
ing party, leaving behind him a characti^ 
for extravagance and immorriity, whicb 
those who admired him^ and myself 
amongst the rest, excused on the score of 
his youth. But I, however charmed, 
should have forgotten him; had he not 
returncd to the r^ment at the penod 
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,when all officers join, anil just time 
faough to witness my first appearanoe at 
ß public ball. 

. '^ Jt is not to be supposedthat the heir- 
§$s of the rieh. Mr. Fortescue could ap- 
pqur at her first ball without. being an 
objtet of notice, if not of admiration ; 
{tndperhaps I was both ;— certainly , to the 
young lieutenant Iseemed an ofajectof 
both ;— andas he was the son of a baronet, 
and his connexions were good, my father 
^ould'not object to him as a partner for 

his daughter, , 

^' Bi;Kt why should I dwell on the dan- 
gerous pleasures of that evening^ and of 
many that sueceeded it ? 
. <a was prepared to like him, from my 
jvevious impressions in his favour, spite 
of his imputed errors ; and he sueceeded 
pnly tpo well, in convineing me that he 
)oved me. 

, *^ At length he made me proposala of 
^rciage.; and I referred him to my pa-- 



igö 
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rents, who ^had dlways dedare^ that, as 
money was no object with them, tbe j 
would never object to any one whom i 
4oyedy provided bis character was tinex- 
ceptionable, and he was likely to make 
me happy. < 

"To bebrief: My £ather, unequivo- 
cälly rejected my lover's suit, and gavehim 
bis reasoHS w^y he did so, as I aftetwards 
too w^ knew. He told bim tbat^ being 
aware pf my growing partiality for bimi 
he had made minute inquiries into bis 
character and disposition, and tbat he 
must be well aware what the result of 
bis inquiries had been ; that be had 
leamt bis temper, when not restrained 
by powerful inotives, such as thcse of 
interest and fear, was taunting, tor- 
mentuig, and tyrannical ; and what bis 
babits of life were, it did not, he added, 
become bim to discuss ; tbat therefore^ 
bowever distingui'shed his fanfuly was, 
and however fascinating his :mannets. 
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such a man should never, with bis con- 
sent^ be the busband of bis daugbter. 

" My lovef pleaded bis youtb as an ex- 
cu6e for bis errors, and assured my fätfier^ 
that as bis love for me would make biiii 
wtfic inmy bands, bis irritability of tem- 
per would be conquered by my gentle- 
neds and endearing qualities. But He 
argued in vain, and bis suit was positive* 
ly rejected : and my motber was desired 
by my considerate fatber to break bis 
commands on tbis subject to me. 

"Tbougb in a degree prepared fortbe 
communication, as I bad always seen my 
father's eye sternly fixed on bira, and 
anxiously on me, wbeneyer be bad been 
present at our interviews, it completely 
oveiwbelmed me ; and my distress was 
sucb, tbat my indulgent motber promised 
to prevail on my fatber, if possible, to 
say, tbat if my lover in process of time 
should seemto bave repented the error of 
his wayS) and to be a reformed cbaracter 



163 Mfiis. arlinoton; o% 

lioth in hi||)its and t^mper, he wcM 
allow Mm to visit at the hop.^; But her 
^pbrts were uaavailing/ and I. saw my- 
felf apparently for ever separat^ firom 
^e man who I believed had heen m 
a greift measure belied £rom the ca« 
Itttnnies of those who envied him bis 
ebarms and bis acomplishments^ and 
whom, in spite of parental prohibition 
and of my usual obedience to it, I tender- 
ly and fervently loved. And my lover 
was careful to keep up the impression 
which he had made, by throwing himself 
in my «way whenever he had any oppor«? 
tunity. He used to wätch my father jrom 
his home ; and then, if .my mother and I 
drove out, or I rode out with the servant, 
I used to see him leanmg otisome gate 
in the road, and looking the very picture 
of hopeless mis^ry ; while he^ took care 
that every one should beable to teil us 
Ibat he shut himself up, never dined at 
mest^and was looldi^wloei^itam iindpi)^ 
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-^n altered man in every respect. AU 
this had a powerful effect on my mather 
fts well as oh mysdf ; and when sbe saw 
that I töo grew thin and looked pale, itbf 
thou^t my father carried bis resolution 
toö fär, aiid that he had been too severe 
in his judgement, and>oo positive in bis 
refusaL 

^' At this time my father was forced to 
go on business to London ; aud he had 
Qot been gone long, when my lover wrote 
to my mother, whose pitying looks when 
he met us had not been lost on bim, in- 
closing a letter for myself, which respeel 
for parental authority, and my principlea, 
prevented bim, he said, from attempting 
cven to get delivered another way ; but 
which he earhestly conjured her, if '- sbe 
Valu^ his well-being here and his salva<* 
tion hereafter, to allow me to read. 

"My motherwas afFectedby the solemn 
^rnestness of his adjuration; softened 
by his apparent misery, and flattered pro^ 
bably by the pQnsdonsness that love for 
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her daughter was its cause ; — ^and rnffa* 
ther was absent. 

" Accordingly she allowed me to read 
this fatal letter, the contents of whicfa 
remained indelibly engtaveii on my mind. 
—He owiied and lamented the irritabi- 
lity oiF his temper, and the errörs into 
which youth and the ardour of his pas- 
sions had led him ; büt that, äs the influ- 
ence of virtuous > love was even prover- 
bial, and he had never feit it tili now, he 
was sure that if I would but be his wi&, 
I should not only refonn and render ex- 
emplary his conduct on earth, büt I 
should save his soul from otherwise in- 
evitable destruction, and lead a. sinner to 
repentanee and to mercy. 

*^ From that moment I rcsolved on 
principle not to attempt to subdue my 
attachment, and my mother herseif espoü? 
sed his cause ; while I saw with satisfec- 
tion ^that my mind preyed on my heaUb» 
and that my appearance was so indiiättive 
of indxsposition, that.my.father^on bis 
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return could not fall to be Struck with 
the alteration. 

*• He was Struck with it indeed,— nay, 
the sight overwhelmed hiin. He beheld 
the darlitig of bis beart, tbe sole survivor 
of many beloved cbildren, apparently 
about to follow tbem to the grave, tbe 
victimofabopeless attachment. Yetpain« 
ful as this apprehension was, be thought 
he cduld better bear to see me die, tban 
uhite myself to a man such as be believed 
my lover tö be, and wbo would no doubt 
render my existence wretcbed. 

" But be miscalculated tbe strengtb of 
his resolution ; and be found at last, tbat 
ahy tbing was preferable to seeing me die 
by inches, willed as it were to perish by 
faim; and if I must perish, be feit tbat 
he had rather I sboüld die tbe victim of 
my own obistinacy, tban of bis. In sbort, 
as my motber was openly our friend, and 
my fatber's own beart betrayed bim, we 
carried our point : tnd as soon as Mr. 
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Seymour had left the army, we wer« 
inarried. 

" Various and severe were the animad- 
versions which my persevering attachment 
occasionied ; and I was acQnsed of having 
inarried from motives of vanity — th« 
,vanity of believing that • my charms of 
person and of mind would reclaim a liber^ 
tine. But those accusers were superfidal 
judgesof the human heart, and of mine. 
I inarried beeause I ioved — ^because no 
cömm:on attractions of manner and p^- 
son had fascinated my taste, and thrown 
a spell over my judgement; and that» Ulce 
all women in love, I had implieit reK- 
lanee on the assurahoes of the belovedob- 
ject« He said that not only bis happi* 
ness and bis virtue dep^nded on my be- 
coming bis wife» but his salvation — and 
I believed him. Can my union with 
liiim af ter that be a matter of wonder ? 

" Well, we were married ; »ttid my ge- 
iierou6 father was not only ipost iibeiti 
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in bis Settlements on me^ but he was 
bountiful to my husband also: and he 
seemed so impressed by my fatber*s noble 
cdndMCt> and paid him such marked and 
ft&ttiering attention, that my mother 
bles$ed the hour when she becaine his 
adyocate ; and I looked forward $o days 
pf uninterrupted happiness. / 

**My mother did not long survive oup 
Union, and she died blessing it, and be* 
üeringit would.be bUst.. 

" We had not been married many 
months when we went on a tour through 
Sootland ; duringwhich (when alone and 
nnrestrained by my &ther's presenoe, 
whO| with a cousin of his, acoompanied 
US on our journey) I discovered that my 
husband's temper^ though restrained, wa^ 
not in^proved ; and I began to see oi) 
what a ^andy Foundation the fabrie of my 
wedded bliss was built. 

*' Butmy resolution was instantly taken 
tobearwhat^verheinflictedwith paticnqp 
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and in silence, and endeavour to coneeal 
for ever from all eyes, but more especially 
from the eyes of ihy father, the niisery for 
which I had only to blamemy ownweak- 
hess, blindness, and obstinate attaäi- 
ment ; and, like the Spartan boy, I re- 
solved to hide from every eye the pangs 
which would probably prey on my vitals. 
" When we returned frem Scotlandwe 
took a house in town, and I left the pa- 
ternal roof. O the agony, the fore- 
boding agony, of that moment ! But the 
education which I had received had taught 
me self-command ; and I was able to take 
leave of my agitated ähd agonized parent 
with such quiet and subdued sorrow, 
in Uppearance, as astonished even myself. 
But its secret violence did not escape my 
conscious husband : he saw that my eyes 
were opened to the fate that awaited me ; 
and as he bore me from my once happy 
honie, he resolved to wear no longer the 
mark that hadfatigued him. 
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*' As soon as the carriage drova off, he 
turned round to me, and said, . with a 
smile of bitter sarcasm, * I never saw 

an«,p«im.n»ofd«,«ir«>dre,ig„.üoo 
than you and your doting father exhibit, 
madam ; why, you look as if you werd just 
goiqg to execution, and the cfaaplain was 
exhprting you ! And as to your fatlier, — 
insolent driv^Uer,— <loes he think I have 
forgotten that he refused me ibr your 
husband, and had the impudence to teU 
me why ? — to teil me also that he abhor- 
red my niorals andfeared niy temper, and 
that he had rather foUow you to your 
grave than to the altar with me ! If I 
ever forgive it....' 

'^Here his utterance became choked 
with passion, vidiile a mixture of pru- 
dence and emotion kept me silent : nor 
did he speak for several minutes. • But 
the horrible expression of his coun- 
tenance gradually subsided, nay, it^ was 
even exchanged for that of insinuating 



190 • MRS. ARLINGTON ; OR, 

softness and animated brightness :— It 
was the rainfoow succeedmg to the thun- 
der-cloud ; and ah ! it was transient llke 
that. 

" He now eondescended to sooth^ my 
fliittered spirits, apologized fof * the vio- 
lence of his temper^ asked me if it was 
not provoking to see his bride leave her 
parental roof for that of a young and 
adorihg husband, looking like a con- 
denlned victim going to be sacrificed, and 
as if all her affectiohs were centred in her 
father ! He also asked if I did not ädmit 
that he had reason to be angry with what 
my father had said to him. And so 
winning was his manner, so blinded was 
1 by my love, and so wilKng to be blind- 
ed, . that I absolutely admitted that both 
my &ther and 1 were wrong, and that 
his taunting and cruel language u'as in a 
degree to be excused. But ours i^re 
young connubial days as yet ; aiid I soon 
ound that every future day teemed with 
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similar mdulgences df temper, for which 
not even my blindly-devoted love could 
find an excuse. 

** Still, how delightful, how attentive, 
and how fbnd, he could seem in Company ! 
for he was excessively jealous of his re- 
putation ; and being conscious that hi^ 
temper was suspected to be diabolical, he 
reproached me with virulence one day 
for having, he was convinced, injured him 
in the opinion of the world by my pal^ 
cheek and dismal looks, which, he was 
sure^ were atteibuted to him ; and he in-» 
sisted on my wearing rouge, to hide my 
paleness, and by that means stop im*» 
pertinent Observation. 

" I obeyed, and even tried to be as gay 
asj used to be : but my strongtist motive 
for obedience in this particular was the 
wish to deceive my father, as well as the 
World, and to lay asleep, if I could, his 
ever watch^l tenderness. 

"And Oh ! how comfortedifeltwhen- 
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ever I was snre that I succeeded ! But 
this was a difficult task ; — my father was 
so restless and so suspicious that all was 
not right,— especially as he found that my 
husbaivd spent a great deal of money, 
and was reported to play high, though I 
did not know it, — that he waa frequently 
Coming to town ; and when he caipe un- 
expectedly, it was with great difiiculty 
indeed that I could entirely conceal my 
sufferings : — ^when I expected him, by the 
aid of art and great effort I could look 
like what I once was. However, two 
years had worn away pleasantly enoughin 
Company, — for there my husband was all I 
could wish him, — but miserably at horae, 
when I had a prospect of increasing my 
üamily. However, my joy was damped 
by the sorrow which my husband ex- 
pressed, and by his daily declarations tl\at 
brats were good for nothing but to bring 
trouble and expenses on their parents ; for 
which the pleasure of having them was 
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no equivaleiit ; and also by the conseious- 
ness which I now had, that a8 he nev^r 
had ahy money for the most trivial 
wantSy he must have means of disposing 
of bis income of whicb I was wboUy 
Ignorant. 

'* I bave bitberto omitted to say, but I 
will assert it, that had my fatber wanted 
other reasons to dislike my marriage witb 
the man of my cbqice, he had a suffi- 
cient one in bis desire to marry me to the 
man.of bis; and that man was one whom 
any parent must bave delighted in seeing 
the choice of bis cbild, and any womän 
might bave been proud of making her 
own. Can I praise bim more than by 
saying that he was in temper and dis^ 
Position an ^act contrast to my bus- 
band, and that bis coimtenance was a 
fit index to the mind and beart wbicb ani- 
matedit? But I was blind — ^infatuated — 
obstinate — weak! — and I rejected bim, 
to wed bis opposite. On my marriage b^ 

VOL. I. K 
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accepted a diplailiatic mission, and went 
abroad; being unable, it was säid, to 
stay in England after that ev^ent. How- 
Bver that might be, he returaed to it 
again when I faad been married about 
two years and a half; and I not only 
frequently met hiin in Company, but tny 
husband asked him conidnually to the 
hdu^e* Why he did ^ I cätMöt teil; 
^G^pt tliat it was in höpes I might 
gii^e hIm an opportunity of rejAroaddiig 
fti^With bebig föö 'sitteBttitre to an dd 
iUlmirer^ ahd of chlafging me with im^ 
{>ropnety of conduct. But he kheW not 
the man wbom he thus tried to leäd into 
temptation, hör the woman whom he 
'thus endeavbured to plaüe in danger- 
t»us anddifiicult situatiohs. Mv Former 
lover refüsed all bis invitattiöns to 
üul" house» except #hto I opäned ihy 
döots to all the world; and if afeding 
of toltiier attachment glowed within his 
bosäm, he grespeeted nie too tn^ih, io 
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let it appear in his'Iooks or manner : but 
te pitied me, deeply pitied me ; for bis 
eye soon discovered the real wretch, ün- 
der the gay trifler in fashionable circles ; 
and I saw that he beheld the incfeasing 
paleness of my sunk cheek ander th^ 
bright tints whieh covered it. 

" Nay, oncö he overheard some terriW* 
inveetives utrth Whieh my hüsband assail«» 
ed me, as he was leäding me to my dir« 
ritige, when he wanted::me to set him 
down at the Opera, and fancied I t\^m 
öiwilling to come away;— *^hd never, 
never shiedl I forget the look 6f früiäeis^ 
and tender cömpassion with whith he 
regMded mö ! Z see it yet : and wbether 
my fimcy gave it the expresjsriön or not, I 
cannöt 'de<iide, büt it seemed to say, 
* Dduded wottian, what bave you dönfe ? 
dcStroyed my happiness and yonr own 
too!' 

**But this TirM^he önrly mxmientwben 
US eyes ever spöke to iQUie : ond soon 
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after he again left England as resident at" 
a distant court ; nor have I seen him 
äinee. 

" I was now within two months of mv 
confinement, and anxiously and earnestly 
antieipating the event; f ör I -could not 
help hoping that, spite of his avowed 
aversion to childreii, the sight of his 
own inight soften luy hu^band's heart in 
favour of the mother. 

" But my hopes were dopmed to be 
disappointed. 

** One morning my husband (who never 
suffered me to retain any part of my al- 
lowance, and kept me therefore as poor 
as he made himself) entere^^^ the inner 
drawing-room where I was sitting, to 
ask fpr whatever money I had about 
me ; — ^but I had none to give him : 
and whether his demands were more 
pressing . than usual, or what was the 
cause^ I know not^ bi^ he flew into the 
most ungoyernable passion — cursed the 
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day he ever niarried nie, cursed me for 
having had the weakness to love lüin, 
and to believe he loved me ; assuring me 
that he merely married me for my money, 
and that he then loved and still loved 
another woman. 

" Bitter, overwhehning as ihis moment 
was, which added the'pangs of jealoiisy 
to the conscioüsness of never havinj^ been 
ioved by the man I doted on, it was but the 
forerunner of suifering different in its na- 
ture, but as agonizing in degree (if any 
pang can equal that inflicted by jealousy); 
for, on looking up wlth a snrt 6f desperate 
fixedness to the livid and distortetl face 
of my husband — ^immoveable and a^ if 
trahsfixed with horror, I beheld my fa- 
therü! and saw that the misery which 
I had hitherto so carefiiUy concealed froni 
him, was now revealed to him in all it* 
terrible extent ! 

" The siglit of his despalr and the con- 
8ciou$nes3 of his pangs dre>v iröm nie 
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what mj own had failed to do— a scream 
of phrensied agony, which caused my hus- 
band to turn round^ and to bdiold that 
unhappy parent whom he had thus ^tab- 
bed» thöugh unconsciously» to the. heart 
Instantly» cönsdence-stricken, he starled^ 
hid his face in his haiids, and precipitately 
left the room. 

*' I cannot dwell on the sad soene whieh 
socceeded between my broken^heacted 
patent atid myself ; — suffioe, that when I 
thre^ myaelf intö his arms, as if for pro* 
tection and for comfort, I ceased to fee} 
as w/etched asihad. done befpre^.and 
fof a while my coftsciousnesst of suffering 
abated . I nüust own< too, that at the time 
a feeling; of selfishness prevailed ; and I 
was not sorry to be no longer obliged to 
ke^ within my own bosom the seeret of 
my $orrows, but was relieved by being 
able to confide them to the only being 
on earth of whose affection I could not 
be deprived, and whose sympathy and 
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pity for my distress could never know 
abi^tement. If there can be a joy in 
misery, it was mine at that moment. 

'* My father was the iirst tobreaksiknce; 
aiid it was in such a voice, and with such 
a lock as showed me what he was about 
to utter; and nearly inarticulat« with 
agony» I exdaimed, ' Oh ! do not, do 
notcursehimr 

" What my poor father would have rc- 
plied I know not; but at this moment 
be saw my pal6 hce aasume a stiU more 
ghastly hue j and as he caught me in hia 
arms» to save xai^ frpin ffdUng, he hastily 
rang the bell for assistunce« 

^' I was in^tantly c^n^oloiis of the e0ect 
of my late agitation, iinfd. that a prema^ 
iure confinement would be the un(ortu- 
nate resuk. Nor. was I deceived in my 
forebodings ; and for many^ours my life 
hüng suspended as it were i^xm a threadi; 
In the intervals of my süffering I wa» 
CQntinually asking for my fiitther, and bis 
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pt'esenee always seemed to cheer rtte ; butr 
I never asked for my husband : and I 
fouiKl on my recovery, jValous as he wa» 
ai appearing to be a beloved and loving 
husband, that he* deeply resented tiiis 
natural result of outraged feeHiig and ire- 
sented eruelty. 

** At leng4:h the lUtle victim, probably, • 
of a father's brutality» opened its eyes on 
the light to close them again for ever ; 
and I was console^ by the certainiy thät 
no father's blessing w(^uld have hailed him 
to e^eistence. 

^Aß sooi^ ES mylifewas safe, my&ther 
told me he must retum home ; nor did 
I wonder at his being eager to go, as the 
sight of my husband was, I saw, beconie 
odious tö him, though he seemed to feel 
the greatest possible anxiety during my 
danger : and well he mijght ; for he knew 
Chat his expectations of further wealth 
must die with me ; and I fear that my fe- 
tJier putthis Interpretation on his agohies. 
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But perhaps we judged hiin uncandidly, 
and remorse as well as. interest might 
prompt the evident agitation. My father 
wished me to accompany him into ' th<s 
country ; but I was pronounced toö weak 
toundertake the journey: andasisawhow 
ill he was able tatfndure my hüsband's pre- 
sence/and was fearf ul of some terrible sceiie 
between them, I forbore to ask him to 
(Ief«r bis departure tili I was strong 
enough to go with him. However, \iiT- 
asked^ as my husband declared bis iiv 
tention of leaving town^ he staid a few 
days longer ; and these were the last days 
of affeetionate enjoyment that I ever 
knew. During. that penod I aideayoured 
to excuse in my husband the cruel' decla- 
ration, and those overwhelming curses 
which my father overheard, and I assured 
him^(which was the truth^) I had been so 
unwell that day and the prieceding one, 
that the event which we deplored might 
haye taken place had Seymour been less 

k5 
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unkind. I also tried to persuade hkn 
that I had occasionally hours of hapjft- 
nebS) and <lid not repent my iU-stairöd 
Union ; and itwas so necessuy to his peace 
that he shoiildbelieveme^that hedid soi 

** How sweet it was to me to live onee 
more in uninterrupted intereourse with a 
heingwhoreallylovedmey who spoketome 
alws^s in the tone of afS^tion, and look- 
ed on me wtth eyes of fondness! But the 
hours flew too rapidly away; and the 
moment of my husband*s return, whiefa 
was the signal for my father*s departure, 
came on me as an unexpected calamity. 
And what grief of heart it was to me to 
think, that the retum of her hushand 
shoold drive a fiEifther away from an ^fßly 
chUdi 

*' Bat it could Aothe otherwise, and I 
had önly to submh in^ silence and' resig^ 
natioh ; but^ O tbat parting! O die 
agony of that moment, vAien nay fadier 
<m his kn^ commended ine> vtüäx qut^ 
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vering Ups and streamiDg eye^ to Ihe pro- 
tection and Support of my Creator^ in 
ihe trials to wfaich he was certain that 
he lieft me, and then nished out of the 
house ! The misery of oür parting then, 
oould onlybe exceeded by that of our next 
meeting* 

** When he was gone, I feil into a sort 
of stupid acquiescence in my fate. I wel- 
eomed my husband^ who was really kind 
when we first met^ with a smile of trän« 
quilltty approaching to inibeciUity» which 
evidently shocked him ; and he pressed 
iQy pale lip with a degree of aifection to 
which I had long been a stranger. 

'* Iwas soon, however, toofatally roused 
to the keenest sense of suffering. My 
&th^ was advancing in life, and the agi- 
tation and anxiety whioh he had recently 
undergone had had a pernicious, nay 
üatal effeet on his firame ; for he had not 
been home above three days when he was 
smed with a puralytic stroke. An ex« 
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press v^zs immediately aent off to niy itus- 
band, who, to do hini justiee» broke tbe 
intelligence in the gentlest manner to me» 
and/ foreseeing that I should wish to sei 
off directly, had ordered horses to the 
door beföre he communicated it;^ — he 
dUo insisted on aocompanying me, mean* 
Ing to keep his arrival a secfet fix>m my 
fs^ther. 

'^ This kindness^ this attention, what- 
ever were its motives, supported me won- 
derfully under this new and severest of 
trials ; and if I found my poor father sen- 
sible, I meant to please him by relating 
it to him. But alas ! when my hüsbahd»- 
who left the carriage to ask how my father 
was, even before he handed me out, re- 
turned to me as I leaned in almost breath- 
Iei$s agitation against the door of thehall» 
I saw such an expression of satisfaction 
on his features as led me to imagine he^ 
brought gpod news; and when he toM 
me on the contrary that I must prepare 
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inyself for the worst, I oould not but feel; 
even at that engrossing inoment, that the 
certaiiity of my fttther*8 fate had occasion- 
ed the glad expression which I had ob* 
served. 

*^ I therefore rejeeted involuntarily bis 
offered anh up the staiirs, and staggered 
alone intü the Chamber ofdeath. Thoügh 
the last struggles of life were fast approach» 
ingy and the powers of utterance were 
nearly destroyed» the sufFerer*s pereeptions 
were clear : and instantly recognising me; 
he held out bis band in welcome ; while 
his dying eyes were tumed with unutter- 
able tenderness upon me. I threw my- 
»elf in an agony of grief beside him ; and 
seeing by a mournlul shake of his head 
that he meant to assure me there was ho 
hope of his recovery, I gave way to the 
tenderness of lamentation, cohjuring him 
to live for my sake, or take me with hini I 
These words too pläinly spoke that I was 
ponsciousy if I lost him^ Ishould lose every 
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tbingwhichendeared Ufe to me ; and as he 
tiied to embraoe me with the arm that 
had e8ciq>ed the attaek, he said in imper« 
fect accents; and looking up. to heaven^ 
' Tliere ! seek there a £ather, my child^— * 
bless. . • •* and while I hung over him in 
brei^hleas aftfcentibn to eatch the imper« 
fect and unfinished sentehces, he loobed 
wistCally in my face, the arm that gra^* 
ed me suddenly let go its hold, and his 
eyes dosed to ope no more. I must 
pause — This reooUeütion alwaya over- 
whekns me. 

^*Daysucceeded.todayandweektoweek> 
yet I showed no signs, I have been told» 
oi returning eonsciousness; and except 
that I breathed^ it was sometimes doubt« 
fnl whether I existed. At length, however, 
my youth enaMed me to- triumph over my 
diftease^'-r'the result of the debility oeca- 
sioned bysoroow andemotionsof a various 
natore^r«-<aiidIreeoveredtoä sen^«^ wbat 
noxrwaa* Ait^uchadreadfuloMiscioifö» 
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ness atlended retuming reeoUection, that 
Iwished in the ftrstfeelings of despair to 
lose i^n the sense so lately restored to 
me; for I seemed to stand alone in the 
woridi unloved, unsoothed^ and unsup- 
pofted! 

*^ The eye9 which had regarded nie wHh 
partial afieetion during so many years 
were now closed in the grave ; the only 
heart that loved me with a tenderness 
vfimh noiking could cMll, was now stiH 
and cold and breken; — and broken by 
wbom ? and whose pa-severing and un* 
duteous obstinacy had led toconsequence& 
so fatal and distressing ? And yet I live» 
and still must live ! live to sufier — retri- 
butive justice wills that I should — and 
drink to the dregs that bitter cup which 
Ihavedfuggedformyself! Such were my 
thoughts en recovering my recollection. 
B^ fortunately for ihe, so deep was my 
conttttion for having been the means of 
mylfttlter'i^Midden^fiite) saproirtrate was I 
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in true Immiliation and self-judgetnent 
before the Being who had thus made my 
offence the means of my punishment,— 
that I gathered consolation from the ex- 
cess bf my misery, and was thankful that 
I was allowed to Endeavour ta expiate by 
trial the sins which I had ^ömmitted : and 
this feeling saved and supported me» 

'* My husband expressed great joy at 
my recovery^and was, Ihave been informed, 
excessively afflicted at beholding my sad 
State (nowonder ; forhadhe not, as it were, 
two lives to answer for already, and might 
not mine be added to the list ?) And when 
his tears Ml on my neck, as he pressed 
me to bis heart on first seeing restored re- 
collection in ray eyes, when I opened them 
on the objects around me, apd shudder- 
ingly recognised him, my heart reproach- 
ed me for being so shut up> as it were, 
against these evidences of his afiection ; 
and as I leaned against his hosom, I re^ 
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solved to ehdeavour ifpossible io love htm 
stiil^ and try to be the object of bis love/ 
''I diel love him still, spite of all that 
häd passed : and when he devotedhis lioitrs, 
\X8 he now did^ to endeavours to aniu^e 
and cheer me, I forgot his past cruelty,- 
and only wished my beloved father was 
alive to witness the hs^py diange. But 
with my health and recovered calniness 
my husband*s attentions ceased ; and I 
was left alone again to brood over iny 
sorrows ; whik superior to the rest tower-* 
ed the pang of jealousy, and his declara- 
tion that Ae had never loved me^ but häd 
Imyed and still loved anqther, haunted nie 
wherever I went. And who and where 
could this rival be ? But perhaps he had 
only said this to tormeiit me. However, 
the idea, false or true, was always upper- 
most ; and whenevei: we were at an assembly 
together, I always watched his countenanee 
when he addressed the young, the heäu- 
tiful, and the attractive. 
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^* You will wonder, perhaps, to hear me 
talk of going to assemblies agam : but it 
was part of my duty to do it. 

*^ As the terrible illness which had suc* 
ceeded my poor father's death was a 
suffident proof of the love I bore him, 
<u>d months of suflfering and seclusio« 
bad testified my respeet for bis memory» 
my. next duty was to indulge my hu8^ 
band's wisfaes:r-^besides, sucb» as I said 
befioie, was bis jealousy witb regard to lu» 
reputation on ^seftain points, tbat be was 
afraid the. worid. sfaould suspeet I se- 
ciuded myself to weep . on account of a 
Hvihg. busband ratber than a dead father. 
His self-love too waswounded, at the idea 
tbat such grief for a parent could be feit 
by one who was so happy as to call bim 
husband ; and be insisted on my putting 
off mourning andputtingonrouge, andon 
my resuming my usüal habits of visiting. 

" I obeyed, and even tried to be gay ; — 
and it was curious. to observe what a con- 
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rast to me his manner in sodfäty was to 
lis manner at home. 

**' In Company he was still so attentive to 
ne, and so kind, thathe flattered himself 
[ shouldl>e the eiivy.of wives aüd of wo* 
nen ;-— ^but^ the moment. he had me to 
limself agaln, the mask was^ thrown off^ 
ind the domestic tyrant again appeared* 
He leminded me of the fairy tal^,, in whiqh 
tbe heror was fofoed by< some ppwerful en^ 
ßhantf^r to. appoar. in the most. b^edutifiil 
(onn pa9»ible all day» and to ch^ge inta 
soRxesori of mi»Bster every nightr^-and 
the powerful encbanter in this oase was 
Tempera • 

'^ While I wlus enduring what tibis ca* 
pricious magician inflicted on me, I üsed 
to say to myself * Yes — yes— he spoke 
the truth. He does not love me^ he 
never did love me, and he loves anotheti' 
for that was the mournful burtheA of my 
song. Yet still, I saw no being appa- 
^cntly preferred to me j nor did the ex- 
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pressive glance of bis brilliant eye ever 
seem to turn on any woman with the tell- 
t^le söftness of love. 

•* However, he was frequently out all 
day and all night, and there seemed 
no ehd to his extravagance änd his ex- 
penses. When I was able to attend to 
business, I found — ^what I had been ap- 
prehensive might not be the case — ihat 
my father did not alter his will after his 
last visit to London ; but that the legacy 
to my husband stood as it did before, and 
this legacy was no tess a süm than several 
thousand pourids. 

" The nioney whijch he bequeathed to 
me was so tied up, that I, and I alone, 
eould receive the interest of it, But I had 
the fee of a consideräble sum : and ex- 
cept that my husband did not like to be 
obliged to ask me to give him such, partv 
of my income as his neeessities demand- 
«d, I had reason to think he was well 
satisfied with« the will, especially as his 
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bequest was more than he had ever ex- 
pected. 

" Yet that money was all gone, I knew, 
soon after it was received ; and I began 
to fear that gaming was the vortex which 
swallowed up his wealth. l indeed had 
long been the only person who was a 
stranger to his love of play and his ge- 
neral profiigacy of life. But how eould 
I be otherwise ? No one can presume to 
teil a wife who respects herseif and her 
duties, of the errors of her husband ; nor 
can such an one ever listen for a moment 
to the offensive tale, even should any one 
be bold enough to enter upon it : there- 
fore I seemed likely to remain for ever U 
stranger to my husband's immoralities« 
or only to guess at them by their niinous 
effects. Yet with the usual suspicion 
that marked his character, he was so 
afraid that I might be told tales of hLs 
conduct^ and indulge a weak and un- 

principled curiosity in listening to and 
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seekIng them, that he insisted on my 
gradually dropping my early and iiiti- 
mate fnends» on pretence tfaat he was 
jealous of my loving any one besldes 
hunself. 

"Anotherinstance ofthetyramiyifvlrieh 
he exerdsied, and the obedience which 
heexacted, he gave by desifmg meto 
leäVe off sin^ngy as he 'liBsläced timsic 
gelierally; äiid my Performances pasrtaeu« 
larly, vewing that, when lie was some- 
€mes disposed to retüm home, the dread 
of hearing my infernal squallmg kept 
himaway: besides, he said he thonght 
r^ung to(% well foT a gentlewctthan, and 
(hat ^LS I did not please by the display 
ef that accompKshment the only man 
#hom I önght to wish to j^lease, h was 
my duty to give H np. 'Thfe wasä^hard 
trfal of my obedience -inftcedjbut'I 
obeyed.—^O Mrs. DerviUe! how len- 
vied you when you tbld rtie thiar Mr. 
DervületdeHghtedto hearyou sSng ! Do 
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you not remember what I said to you at 
the inoment ? 

" About this time an important event 
in my life took place. My mother had an 
uncle not many years older than hendf, 
who was excessively attached both to her 
and to my father. He bad been my ^ 
tiier*s school-fellow, änd just beforeiii^ 
married he went out to India with a vitty 
hcrative äppointment. 

** When he anived th^e, he wrote Word 
that it was bis eamest desire that one-of 
my mother*s children, if she had n^fy^ 
should be christened after bim. His 
name was Louis ; and if it was a boylt 
was to be so called, and if a girl, Louisa* 
I was the third-born. I was therefore 
called Louisa, and a frieiid of bis sto^ 
prcncy^atthe fönt for Mr. Arlingtbn. 

" Düring the firstyears of his residi^ttoe 
in Ihdia he used to write oonstandy 'to 
my {mrents : but he had liot wrHten tot 
niany y^ars^ when^ as I was ^e day sit« 
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ting mounifully in my, otvn apartmeut, I 
was tolci that a gentleman of the name of 
Arlington vished to sefe nie. It instant!)' 
Qccurred to me that it inight be my mo- 
thei*'s uncle, and I hastened to hina with 
almpst trenibling eagerness. I was not 
jdeceived .; and for awhile he mingled bis 
tears with mine, at the remembrance of 
my b^lpved paren ts . 

"I feit bis arrival an allevjatipn of my 
doniestic suffi^rings ; for I had found a 
heart.to sympathize with tne in ^llmj 
reg^ets for those whom I had losM 

^* The önly drawback to my pleasure in 
,the Society of fhis truly affectionate rela- 
t;ion and admirable man was» the terror 
I experieneed lest he should discover that 
my unhappinfess (which I cpüld not al- 
way$ hide) was occasioned by the living 
more than by the dead. But this t^sk was 
made comparatively easy to me "by the 
cotiduct of my hüsband, who^ finding 
]^at my unek wa^ a man of imipense 
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property, an old bachelor, and my god- 
father, — deterniined by every attention in 
his power to conciliate his favour, in Or- 
der to induee him whert he died to leave 
me his wealth without any of the restric- 
tions with which my father had encum- 
bered his property. And finding that Mr. 
Arlington was very fond pf singing, he re- 
pealed the prohibition mentioned above ; 
and I had not only the satisfaction of gra- 
tifying myself by resuming the exercise 
of a talent which I enjoyed, but the far 
greaülr delight of obliging a relation 
whom I really had learnt to love. 

" Mr. Arlington was now so mueh 
with irs at meals, and I so rarely saw my 
husband at any other time, that if my 
life was not happy, it was ät least tran- 
quil. And my greatest trial now was, find- 
ing my means to relieve the wants of 
others, — a duty which I had been edu- 
catedstrictly to perform, — exhausted only 
too constantly by my husband*s demands 

VOL. I. L 
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though, in order to avcrid giving me^pain, 
he behaved with great politeness to'Mr. 
Seymour, it was evident even to me that 
the feelings which he entertainedtowards 
him were not those of esteem. 

" It was during this twelvemonth that 
Mr. Arlington bought the Lawn-House 
and the estates round it, and added to it 
the baths, the theatre, thepineries, the 
succession^houses, and all the luxuries 
which you have seen, admired, and en- 
vted. — ^Will you ever envy me agjiin ? 

" This good old man was become iiii 
expressibly dear to me, and he was use 
ful also; for I found him a suSicieu 
chaperon if I went to the opera or i 
party, and I needed no other beau to se 
for my carriage and attend me throug 
the crowd. I was therefore set free fn 
the necessity of accepting the Services] 
idle men of fashion, who would glal 
have been the cavaüere servante ol 
wife whose husband was supposed to 



ALL IS NOT GOLD THAT GLITTERS. 219 

^* But thoiigh it was possible that this 
tale might impose on .Mr. Arlington 
twice, it was not likely to do so a third 
time ; and I saw the look of disdainful 
suspicion with which he regarded my 
husband. 

" Both times, however, he chose to 
seem to be deceived : and when we were 
alone he asked me — ^reminding me thät I 
was not önly his niece but his god-daugh- 
ter, — ^if the Contents of his purse would 
give me any satisfaetion ; and I frankly 
owned that it would. 

'' For at least a twelvemonth I enjoyed 
the coinfort of this amiable being's so- 
ciety, with the approbation of my hus- 
band, who was invariable in his atten- 
tions to him ; but I was only too sure that 
Mr. Arlington understood the extent of 
niy wedded trial, and was even far more 
aware of it, I aftf rwards found, than I 
was ; for Communications were made to 
Wm which could not meet my ear ; and 

l2 
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though, in order to avoid giving mepain, 
he behaved with great politeness toMr. 
Seymour, it was evident even to ine that 
the feelings which he entertainedtowards 
him were not those pf esteem. 

" It was during this twelvemonth that 
Mr. Arlington bought the Lawn-House 
and the estates round it, and added toit 
the baths, the theatre, the pineries, the 
succession-houses, and all the luxuries 
which you have seen, admired, and tn- 
vied. — Will you ever envy me again ? 

" This good old man was becomem- 
expressibly dear to me, and he was iise- 
ful also; for I found him a sufficient 
chaperon if I went to the opera or i 
party, and I needed no other beau to see 
for my carriage and attend me througl 
the crowd. I was therefore set free frofl 
the necessity of accepting the Services ö 
idle men of fashion, who would gladl] 
have been the cavaliere servante of i 
wife whose husband was supposed to iJ 
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iat her ; and who, however changed by 
rrow, was once deemed an object of 
miration. 

** Lord N. — (your friend, Jane) — was 
this time very desirous of being my ob- 
[juious follower : but he soon found that 
3 powers of pleasing were thrbwn away 
a woman who thought bis flatteries de- 
aded rather than honoured her ; and he 
sely eeased to try to make nie talked 
, and himself — in that way at least. 
*^ But the chief benefit which I derived 
)m Mr. Arlington*s return to England 
IS, that he took from nie the feeling 
forlornness — that most cruel and most 
inful nearly of all feelings, the pangs 
self-reproach excepted. For when my 
ther died, and I believed that my hus- 
ndloved me itot, — ^when I saw my early 
ends separated from me, and knew that 
e man who had loved me, and who 
obably still was interested in my fate, 
IS resident in a foreign land, — I seemed 
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to myself to stand alone in creation! 
Wealth seemed amockery ; acquaintances 
only uninteresting baubles ; public spec- 
tacle6 nauseous frivolities ; talents einpty 
distinctions ; and I was like one who 
tried to slake bis tbirst in a garden filled 
only with fhiits of gold and water of 
quicksilver. 

" Tbe affections of my heart were 
withering : tbeir object bad proved un- 
worthy, and gave me scorn and cruelty for 
love ; and I wandored about like St. Leon 
in tbe tale, withoat one feeling of sym- 
pathywitb tbe eontemporariesaroundnie. 

" But Mr. Arlington came, and my 
beart re-opened to tbe pleasure of loving 
and being bdoved. Witb bim I eould 
converseofalllbad ever beld dear ; tohis 
amusement, nay to bis bappiness, I bad 
tbe certainty of being instrumental, and 
I might say of being necessaiy : and wbile 
I feit tbis, I was enabled to endure the 
rials of my Situation witb tranquil resig- 
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lation. .The feelipg of jealousy indeed 
ankled still ; but as it had np object to 
ix on, its bitterness gradually faded away ; 
md the inore surely, because my hus- 
)and s increasing infirmities of temper 
lad the certain consequence of weaken- 
ng my afFection by impereeptible and 
5I0W, but certain degrees. 

** But a new misfortune was reserved 
for me in the death of this beloved uncle ; 
and a complaint in the heart carried him 
off in one uneonscious moment. 

" He died at the Lawn-House; and my 
husband went down thither to attend the 
funeral and be present at the reading of 
the will. But he hoped that no will would 
be found, as in that case Lawn-House 
and all the property would be bis, to do 
what he pleased with, since I was Mr. 
Arlington*s heir at law. But he was 
mistaken in his hopes ; — a will was 
found, and read to his utter confusion 
and disappointment : for it was so worded 
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under the direction of the ablest lawyers, 
that all Mr» Arlington's landed and perso- 
nal property became mine on bis death — 
solely on these conditions ; namely, that 
I expended not one farthing of my pro- 
perty on my husband (while that busband 
wais Sedley Seymour) in any way wbatever. 
I was forbidden to make bim even a pre- 
sent, and on no pretence was be to in- 
terfere with my expenditure. If I was 
guilty of this infrj^ction of bis will, and 

m 

the fäct could be proved against me, the 
estates were to ga to bis next beir at law, 
whoever that raigbt be; and the personal 
property to the person wbo substantiated 
the Charge. — ^Kind, considerate, but in- 
judicious benefaetor ! 

**This postbumous resentment of my 
injuries declared only too powerfuUy to 
eyery one that such injuries existed ; and 
by wounding my busband's self-love, as 
well as by disappointing bis hopes, it only 
served to widen the breach between iis. 
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^fever shall I forget, never will I attempt 
describe, the scene that awaited me on 
lis return. 

" I was nöw the mistress of immense 
^ealth, over the disposäl of which I had 
nlimited control ; and so far I enjoyed 
le prospects it held out to me : but still, 

was less precibus to my own selfish 
atifications than the society of the do- 
>r ; and though my husband reproached 
2 with hypocrisy, I deeply mourned the 
55 of my uncle.^ 

^* But I must own that I feit pain at 
t being able to spend any part of my 
tune as my heart would have dic- 
ed, — namely, on my ofFending yet still 
ir husband, — though this he swore 
^er to believe ; and sometimes, to 
se me, he said he was sure that I 
tated the will myself : but this I knew. 
did not think, and all I could do I 
. I bought fine horses and carriages ; 
ave expensive dinners j ^f the former 

L 5 
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he had tbe free use, and to the latter he 
invited whomsoever he ehose : and when 
the Lawn-House was ready, I invited 
thither all those whose society was most 
pleasing to him : nay, I did still more ; 
the trustees of my marriage settlement 
had hitherto very properly refused to give 
up any part of the trust to accon\modate 
Mr.. Seymouf s necessities, though I 
hfullirged them to it. But now/on hb 
assuringme that a certain sum w*ould 
make him easy and save him from ar- 
rest, I prevailed on them to giye 5t up, 
as it was very certain I had mueh more 
now than I cou|d ever .want, and secured 
insuehamannerthatitcouldnotbesquan- 
dered except by my own extravagance. 

" They were convjnced, and yidded to 
my wishes : but I would not, for his own 
sake, let him have at one time more 
money thsm iiis absolute necessities re- 
quired; 

"My story^I am happy'to say, is now 
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rawing to a concluston, and I have only 
iie more incident to relate. 

" I was Walking one morning, with a 
rvant behind nie, on a Shopping expe- 
tion to a linen-draper's whom I always 
iployed ; but seeing that a shower of 
n was Coming on, I went into a shop 
ich Iwas passing, and resolved to buy 
at I wanted there. 

^In the shop wai a younglady, attended 
a nurse and ehild, who was so young 

so beautiful, and so every way.at- 
tive in appearance, that I gazed on 
with wonder and admiration. And 
n desired to say what I wanted, I sat 
n in a chair, and said I would wait 
that lady was served (for indeed I 
ed for leisure to gaze on her al my 
) . This produced from her a sweet 
t and a courteous bow of the head : 
:hen turning round, she caressed the 
, who appeared about two years old : 

found to my surprise that it was her 
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own, for she did not look more than seven- 
teen. ' It is a sweet boy,' said I. 

'^ * It is mine/ said she smiling. 

" ' But not at all like you, tbough it is 
very handsome.'" 

^* * He is the Image of his father/ she 
repliedj and went on with herpurchase. 

" I meanwhile was playing with the 
little boy, and attracting him to me 
by the gold chain and other omaments 
whieh I wore; andas helooked up in my 
face, I wondered who the father could be 
whom he so much resembled, för the 
eyes seemed familiär to me. 

" The rain was now falling in torrents: 
I therefore 'sent my servant for my car- 
liagej and the lady having completed 
f|fer purchases, desired them to be sent 
to herhouse. 'What name, madam?' 
asked the shopman, while I listened at- 
tentively. * Mrs. Sedley Seymour/ she 
replied ; and some number, and some 
Street ; but I heard no more. A sad sus«« 



k 
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picion came over my mind : I thought I 
had at last discovered my rival, and dis- 
covered her bearing my näme as well as 
enjoying my rights. 

"The shopman saw that I turned very 
pale ; and fearing I was going to faint, the 
woman serving behind thecounter ledme 

into an inner room in which there was a 

« 

sofa; while theunconseious usurperpf my 

name gave them a bottle of salts Jor my 

use. But summoning all my energy to my 

aidl conquered the weakness ; and though 

I thrßw niyself on the sofa I did not faint, 

but lay revolving in my mind every pos- 

sible reasonforbelieving that thiere might 

be another Sedley Seymour, jthough the 

name was peeuliar, and I had often heard 

my husband say he believed there was 

no one living of the same.name as him- 

self : — still he might be mistaken ; and 

it was impossible for me to believe that 

the fair young and innocent looking 

mother before me, was not as innocent 

as she seemed. 
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" ^But I will sift this matter to the bot- 
tom/ thought I. Yet the next moment 
I doubted whether I should be justified 
in thus surprising my husband's secrets, 
supposing that my fears were just. A 
feeling, however, which carried all eise 
before it urged me to make every dis- 
covery possible : and being quite recover- 
ed, I returaed into the shop. .The ün- 
conscious cause of my illness met me, 
and inquired eoncerning my health with 
the kindest accents. This, and the sight 
of the child, who now appeared to me the 
image of Mr. Seymour, nearly overcame 
me again. My earriage had by this time 
arrived ; and having made up my mind 
how to act, I ofFered (as the rain still con- 
tinued) to sei the fair stranger down. 
But she refused, on pretenee of trouble, 
crowding, my illness, &c. as I knew she 
would. I was however. determined to 
carry my point, and I did carry it, — She 

^d at the top of Upper Baker-street : 
as soon as we were in the coach Itried 
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summon up resolution to ask certain 
essary questions, as * Is that your 
ist child ?' — ** *0 yes, I have notbeen 
riedthreeyears.* 

^ Married ! I repeated to myself ; and 
lopes revived. * I should not think/ . 
;d I, by your look, that you could ^ 
been manied so long,\ 

yes, and engaged much longer ; - 
was engaged before I was fifteen, 
lould have been married then,^ but 
sband, who was recruiting in Wales 

1 lived, was only a lieutenant of 
ns and had no money, and I hid 
len/ 

what regiment was your husband ?' 

e named Mir. Seyniour's. 

lad her salts still in my hand : and 

1 I had, for they saved me from 

linting again. 

is hard/ said J, * when poverty . 

Iwo pe^;riQji8, wbo loveeach other, 

rrying/ 
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" * It is indeed,' she answered. * But 
luckily, three years ago, just after ftiy 
father dred and my brother went to In- 
dia, I had a handsome fortune left me ; 
so I wrote to my lover, and he came down 
and married me. I asMire you Iwasvery 
glad to see him, for I had seen in the 
newspaper the marriage of Sedley Sey- 
mour, Esq. to a Miss Fortescue, and I 
was afraid it was' he.' 

"*Indeed!* cried I, feeling my head 
turn round. 

. ^^/ Yes, and I said so in my letter; but 
he told me when he came down that it 
was an uncle of his, who had married a 
great beauty and a great heiress.' 

*^ O how little could she have been able 
to discover the great beauty in the poor, 
pale, meagre, trembling being before her! 
How I kept my senses I know not; but 
I did keep them, täbough I could doubt 
the horrid truth no longer. 

"Yet I have thought that two con^ 
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Jtions Supporte^ me, and assuaged 
^ misery : — the one was, tliat perhaps 
! want of a certain sum of money, as 
chj or even more than love, prompted 
mour to marry this unhappy girl, who 
, by wrlting toTiim, thrown the temp- 
)n in his way ; — ^the other was, that he 
not seduced her, and that she was 
in the sight of Heaven, and in- 
of man, as innocent as if she had 
• seen him. 

Yes— great as was his guilt towards 
nd towards me, I feit a degree of 
)Iation in this last thought, which 
s wquld not have bought of me. 
\.s sbon as I had learnt from her all 
ted to know, — and her vpluble sim- 
' made my task so far easy, — I com- 
d of being ill, (which indeed was 
the case,) as an excuse for sinking 
►tal silence, that I might decide how 
jne me to act on this most trying 
)n of rny life; — forwhat can equal 
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the agony of finding that the object o.n 
whom you have doted is utterly despi- 
cable, utterly unworthy of your Iqve ? 

" Sometimes it appeared to me that I 
should do a cruel action in withdrawing 
the veil that hid this popr wouian's real 
Situation from her ; for while she believed 
herseif a wife, she was innocent; but then, 
if I did not enlighten her on this subject, I 
was eonniving at my husband's continuiog 
to live in the eommission of crime. And 
now she was- an innocent wpman only: if, 
when told the truth, she instantly re- 
solved to leave himi, then she would be- 
come a virtuous one, and this it was my 
duty to give her an opportunity of being. 
But when I recoUected that I must cloud 
over that fair and open brow with con- 
scious shame, my heart died within me ; 
and I feit this the hardest task and the 
severest trial whiehh the vices of my hus- 
band had been the means of imposing 
upon me. , 



ALL IS NOT GOLD THAT CUTTERS. 235 

" At length we reached her house; and 
iding me still very ill, she asked me to 
ght, a civility which I expected, and 
lieh I had deterniined to accept. Let 
j own my weakness . Since I knew who 
j father was, the siglit of the child, who 
opposite to me, was nearly insupport- 
t; to me, by recalling a number of 
rwhelming recoUections, and I fre- 
ntly closed my eyes that I might shut 
htm. 

While thepoor innocent, unconscious 
lie blow that awaited her, was gone 
rocure me some lavender drops, I 
id round the room, which was neatly, 
gaily furnished ; and the first thing 
met my view was a picture of Mr. 
lour, It was so like him, so like him 
his best expression, that I resolved 
) lock at it again, as I wished to re- 
t him only as his mind and teraper 
him appear in my presence, and I 
1 to other objects. The poor Emily 
hat was her name) now re-entere ■ 
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the room. I took the drops, and she seat- 
ed herseif beside me. 

" * Our house is small,' said she, *but 
we keep no Company ; my husband's con- 
nexions and family are superior to bis för- 
tune ; and as hecould not afFord to giveen- 
tertainments in return, he does not intro- 
duce me to any one, but neither owns nor 
conceals bis marriage ; and so as I do but 
see him I am happy. But, alas! Isee very 
little of him : he has a place which takes up 
much of bis time, and he has also an old 
uncle out of town, to wbom h^ is foreed 
to pay constant attention ; so that he sei- 
dorn spends more than two wbole days 
in a week with me ; and those are Satur- 
day and Sunday/ I instantly reniembered 
that he always told me he went ihto the 
country on those days to tbe house of 
Lord N. rto whait falsehoods and what 
base acts was he thus continually foreed 
to have recourse, to deceive and satisfy 
even this unsuspecting creature! How 
my heart bled for her, while I alraost 
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execrated her destroyer ! And who was 
he ? Dread thought ! he was my hus- 
band ! Yet, amidst all her wrongs, I was 
not sure that a lurking weakness in my 
heart did not make me envy her; for he 
loved her — ^always had loved her ; and she 
probably was a stranger to those dreadfui 
proofs of uncontroUed temper which had 
ihade my life wretched : — Had made — 
for at that mmnent I resolved never .to 
live with him agaln, but abandon him 
to the narrow income which his crinies 
deserved. 

" The morning was now wearing away, 
and yet I wanted courage to perform ,the 
dreadfui office that awaited me. But in 
siience and in sadness, and in deep hu- 
mility of spirit, Ilifted up my heart to 
Him who couldalone support^and guide 
me ; and when I again took my band from 
my face, it was with a determination to 
go through my duty immediately. * See, 
that is my husband's picture!' said the 
poor Emily ; giving it into my band (for 
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it was a miniature) with pride and plea- 
sure. 

" 'I see it is Mr. Seymour's picture,' 
I coldly replied. 

" * What ! did you theo ever see 
him?* 

" ' Yes, I have seen him; and I regtet 
the hour when I first saw him : — ^but still 
more for your sake, dear ' unconscious 
victim, do I regret the hour when you 
first saw him ; and I, alas ! must teach you 
. to regret it also.' 

" I believ? the poor thing thought nie 
insane ; and nlarming as that fear was, 
it was comfort tO the feelings which siic- 
ceeded it. 

" She htill held the picture. I took it 
from her ; I looked at it, and burst into an 
agony of tears. They did me good, and 
I was soon able to proceed. ' ' You told 
'iie this was the picture of your Ims- 

•iirl, I replied, ' I see it is the picture 
Mr. Seymour.' — Did you not mark 
lething evasive in my reply ?' 
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" A no faltered on her Ups ; she was 
too much agitated to speak plainly. 

** * I meant, dear deluded innöcent, — 
for such you are, and remember it to your 
consolation, — that it was the picture of 
Mr. Seymour, not ol your hushand\ for 
he is mine — my husband. I was the Miss 
Fortescue whom Sedley Seymour mar- 
ried; and he has no uncle.' 

" I cannot describe the expression of 
her eountenance when I said this ! She 
fixed her eyes on me with a wild stare, 
and then with a sort of mad laugh ex- 
claimed, * No, no — no — no — that's im- 
possible r 

" * Well it were,* replied I in emotion 
nearly equal to her own : * but you knöw 
his hand-writing, therefore read this and 
be convinced.' — So saying, I put the fol- 
lowing npte into her band, which I häp- 
pened to have in my pocket, showing her 
the address first. 

" * I shall not dine at home to-däy 
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Louisa; but I mean to attend your as- 
sembly this evening with Lord and Lady 
Nelvin; • 

" She read — she heaved a few hyste- 
rical sobs, and I received her senseless in 
my arms. 

" The Suspension, the happy Suspen- 
sion of life as I may call it, was only tem- 
porary ; and never shall I forget the look 
of woe with which she opened her eyes 
and gazed on nie ! Then, hiding her face, 
she feil at my feet, and embracing my 
knees begged me to forgive her. 

" ' Forgive thee ! my poor child,' said 
I, tenderly embracing her : * What par- 
don hast thou to ask ? Unconseiously 
thou hast invaded my rights : and I re 
repeat — ^Remember, you are innocent; 
andifyouare capable ofbeing viiRTuous 
also, I will be your friend, yöur mother, 
and a mother to yöur Infant : I have the 
meanSy ancj I have the will to save and 
^ protect you ! ' 
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** * Then I must leave him — never see 
him inore, I suppose ?' she cried with a 
scream of phrensy ; and a long and ter- 
rible paroxysm succeeded. 
. " Painful would it have been to me to 
witness such an one at any time, and in 
any human being; — ^but to think that my 
husband occasioned it — rendered me near- 
ly wild myself. 

'^ Not to be tedious, let me add^ that 
when she beeame composed, I again told 
her that if she continued to live with Sey- 
mour after what she had heard, she would 
eease to be innocent» and would deserve 
to forfeit mine and every öne's respect ; 
but that, if she had resolution to leave her 
betrayer she would then be virtuous, — and 
so virtuous, that every one who knew her 
Story would delight to praise her and to 
befriend her. 

'^ She owned the truth of all I said, but 
doubted her resolution : and at length 
she conjured me to take her and her child 

VOL. T. M 



242 MES. AKLINGTOK ; OH» 

away directly, and hide them from Sey- 
xndvix for ever ; for if shesawhiin again, she 
was'sure she should not häve theheart 
to leave him. 

'* How I feit for this child of unafFected 
nature! How tendier were the tears I shed 
over her ! I forgot she was my rival, and 
I believe she forgot that I was hers ; or 
rather that while I lived she could not be 
ä wifej she seemed to remember nothing 
of me but that she had injured me, and 
that I forgave her. 

^* Her proposal, if feasible, I was desi- 
rous to coniply with ; and was consider- 
ing whither I could take her, when we 
heard a hasty step on the stairs — and 

Seymour hurst into the room. On seeing 

• 

him Exnily screamed, and hid her face in 
my bosom; while I, hold in innocence, 
aud proud to be thus chosen as the pro- 
tector öf injured innocence, awaited his 
approach with a firm and unvarying coun- 
tenahce. 
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" He was seemingljr awed a moment, 
and lost Ins, usually, undatinted air and 
manner. 

" *So, madam/ he at lengthexclaimed, 
Ms thiswelldoneof you^tokeepspies upori 
my aetions, and force yourself into a house 
that calls me master ? Here, madam, at 
least I am independent of a mean arid 
treacherous wife, and I can rid' myself of 
an object that is odious tö me. Go, I 
command you, hence ! on the obedi^nce 
which you owe me, and which you pre- 
tend to pay.' 

" * After Nvhat I now know of you, Mr. 
Seymour,' repUed I with a firm voice 
and look, though my tongue was parched 
with emotion, * your presence, sir, is 
to me as odious as mine has fong been 
to you. Your brutal violenee of temper 
I could bear, — for lately at least it has in- 
jured only myself; but your profligate 
destruction of this lovely innocent I 
cannot forgive — I cannot excuse.* 

M 2 
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" * No ! ' exclaimed he, * cannot her 
excelling beauty excuse it ? Look on her, 
inadam. In what is she not your su- 
perior, except in fortune ? And she does 
not make the wills of doting old men, to 
render the man whom she pretends tolove 
a dependent on her caprice. Yes, madam, 
in everything but fortune she is your 
superior — ift youth, in beauty, in good- 
ness of heart : — and she is as free from stain 
as you are ; aye, and but for you she would 
have continued happy, for she loves me, 
and I dote on her ; yes, but for you we 
had been happy still. Hark ye, madam, 
as some reparation for the cursed trick 
which you have nowplayed me, do meone 
favour.' 
, "'Name it.' 

"*Die, madam — die!' he exclaimed 
with frantic earnestness and the look of 
a demon ; • Die ! that I may make that 
angel amends for all she is now sufFering, 
by making her legally my wife,' 



ALL IS NOT GOLD THAT GLITTERS. 245 

" I thought I had already gone through 
the worst of my sufferings : but to hear 
the being for whom I had sacrificed so 
much, and suifered so much, desire me, 
as the only favour I cpuld do him, to die, 
that he might marry another — nearly 
drove me toadesperationequal tohis own ; 
and even the woe-worn Emily exclaim- 
ed, * Shame ! shame on you, Seyrnour ! * 

** ^ I will save you, sir/ said I after a 
long struggle with myself, and speaking' 
with effort, *I will save you from the 
furthef guilt of ruffian treatment like this : 
I leave it to that lady tö explain why I 
am here, and how. Sir, while enume- 
rating the advantages which that much- 
injured being has over me, you omitted 
the greatest in my eyes — that she is not 
your wtfe^ 

" So saying, I left the room: and 
Seymour, who had never seen me show 
any thing like spirit before, seemed con- 
founded at this exertion of it ; and I went 
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the room. I took the drops, and she seat- 
ed herseif beside me. 

" * Our house is small,' said she, *but 
wekeep no Company; my husband's con- 
nexions and family are superior to bis for- 
tune ; and as hecould notafFord to giveen- 
tertainments in return, he does not intro- 
duce me to any one, but neither owns nor 
conceals bis marriage ; and so as I do but 
s^e bim I am happy. But, alas! Isee very 
little of bim : he has a place which takes up 
much of bis time, and he has also an cid 

« 

uncle out öf town, to whom he is forced 
to pay constant attention ; so that he sel- 
döm spends more than two whole days 
in a week with me ; and those are Satur- 
day and Sunday.' I instantly remembered 
that he always told me he went into the 
country on those days to the house of 
Lord N. To what falseboods and what 
base acts was he thus continually forced 
to have recourse, to deceive and satisfy 
even this unsuspecting creature! How 
my beart bled for her, whiie I almost 
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execrated her destroyer ! And who was 
he ? Dread thought ! he was my hus- 
band ! Yet, amidst all her wrongs, I was 
not süre that a lurking weakness in my 
heart did not make me envy her; for he 
loved her — always had loved her ; and she 
probably was a stranger to those dreadful 
proofs of uncontrolled temper whieh had 
made my life wretched : — Had made- — 
for at that moinent I resolved never .to 
live wlth him again, but abandon him 
to the narrow income which his crimes 
deserved. 

■ 

*^ The morning was now wearing away, 
and yet I wanted courage to perform ,the 
dreadful offiee that awaited me. But, in 
silence and in sadness, and in deep hu- 
mility of spirit, Ilifted up my heart to 
Him who could alone support *and guide 
me ; and when I again took my band from 
my face, it was with a determination to 
go through my duty immediately. * See, 
that is my husband's picture!' said the 
poor Emily ; giving it into my band (for 
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and maternal side, to two noble famili6s ; 
and he insisted that I should never go 
out without outriders and four horses, 
and that I should have a groom of the 
Chamber, servants for the baths, and a 
set of Towers for my bärge ; in short^ every 
thing in thehighest style possible. 

*^ I was glad to live at the Lawn-house : 
but it was painful to me to assume that State 
which he required of me ; and I was sony 
that he could suppose, as I eonclude 
he did, that grandeur could make me a- 
mendsfor the want of domestichappiness. 
However, as you saw, I have obeyed him 
ä la lettre \ and in the recovered society 
ofth'ose early friends whom I neglected, 
to please my husbaiid ; in the duties which 
mygreatwealthentailed on me ; and in the 
cultivation of my mind, and the little ta- 
lents I poss^ss, I am become, compared to 
what I have been, happy, 

" But never can I forget the deplorable 
error which I made in the choice of a hus- 
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band; neverforgive myself mydetermined 
preference of a man like Sedley SeymourI 

" It was not only my perseverance in 
an attachment which my parents disap- 
proved, that weighed heavily on my con- 
science; but it was my own want of a 
proper moral sense and of virtuoufi delicacy 
in not feeling, when I heard from indis- 
putable authonty that Seymour was a 
man of immoral habits, that purity can- 
not have any sympathy with impurity^ 
and tha.t innocence ought to shrink from 
any intimate association with vice. 

^' Sejrmour might be belied, his faults 
might be e^aggerated ; but even he him-^ 
»elf did not deny that his temper was bad 
and his conduct dissolute . Tlxen how 
could a girl of moral habits and reli- 
gious restraints think herseif justified in 
intnisting the guardianship of her happi- 
ness to a man of a most detestable tem- 
per; and of her morals and her religion 
to a sceptical and notorious profligate ! 
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ynunpeded to my camage. But when I 
reached home, the serv^nte found mß in 
a $woon at the bottom of tbe coach ; nor 
i;i(as I able to l^ye.my bed for two days. 
Seymour did not cpme home during 
the time, and I was veiy anxious to 
know whether .that time was passed with 
Kmüy. 

'^ At the end af the thlrd dav he re* 
tumed.ar^bprstintp^yjoomliea«uin 
devoid of jeaspn* ^W\\pxß have you 
hidflen l^^r ? .Whi^lier bave jov taten 
Emily apd my child ? ' he cried • * Glve 
them back to me, or take the conse- 
quences !' And as he $aid tbis he grasp- 
qd my ar^i tUl I shrieki^d ^loud wUb 

" * H^s slie jthen left you ? — rNoble 
girl ! ' I exclaimed in a transport of joy. 

" * You know shebas, accursed hypo- 
crite l-r-a^d teil me wh^re she is tbis 
moment.' 

** * You know me .to be no fhyppcrite/ 
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I replied, * and that neither my woe nor 
my joy is ever feigned. If shtj has left 
your protection I rejoice, and I honour 
her ; and all I regtet is, that she has not 
fled to me^ 

***Am I to believe then/ said he, 
turning very pale, * that she has left me, 
and has not flo^vn to you ? Then am I 
more wrÄched than before, — for what, 
O what, can have become of her !* 

" * \yhat, indeed ! * repeated I. And 
Seymour, assured by my mantier that I 
was as muoh alarmed as himself, left me 
with the same impetuosity as marked his 
entrance. 

^* The next morning by the two-penny 
post I feceived a note in a band which I 
did not know. I öpened it, and found 
with delight that it was signed * Bmily.* 

•• It was dated from an obscure lodging 
m the Borough, and it claimed the pro- 
tection for her and her child which I had 
promised her. 
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'* My resolution was instantly taken, 
and my plan laid. I ordered a post- 
chaise to nieet me on Blackfriars-bridge, 
whither I drove in my own coach, taking 
my own maid with me. liiere I dismissed 
it, and got into the chaise, desiring it to 
drive me to Flint*s on Fish-street-hill. 
When there, I ordered the chaise to Emi- 
ly*s lodgings. As soon as she sawme, she 
threw herseif into myarms. 

\* * You and virtue have conquered/ 
said she ; ^ but Oh ! I have suffered, 
much. While he remained with me 
after you left us, I thought I could never 
leave him ; and I promised not to forsake 
him, though it was become wicked in 
me to live with him now ; and on the 
strength of my assurances he weiit into 
the country to some races. But better 
feelings gained ' ascendancy oyer me ; 
and before he retumed I was gone. — • 
And now do take me where I shall never 
see him again !* 
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" I told her I was come for that pur- 
pose. And I took her and her child to a 
retired and pleasant seat of mine, which 
[ inherited froin Mr. Arlington, about ten 
tniles from Lovelands ; but so seeluded 
:hat no one going along the high road 
:;ould imagine there was a house near. 
A.nd there, on pretence that she was a 
Tiend of mine in ill health, to whom 
.'hange of air v/as neeessary, I left her 
iettled, as I hope, for life. Before we 
>arted, I engaged servants to wait on 
ler, and told her that I would allow her 
m incomcequal toherownfortune,\Vhich, 
; had no doubt, had been entirely wasted ; 
md that I would settle a fortune on her 
ihild. 

" In three days, having seen her tolera- 
)ly composed, I werit to the Lawn-House 
vith a lightened heart ; and thither I had 
»rdered my carriage, in which I returned 
o London. 

" * So, madam/ said Seymour when 

M 5 
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he saw n^^ wfaich was not tUl a i|ireek a&er 
roy irel;urn, ' t^is is tlw Wf^y in which you 
virtuoys wives behave, is it ? You leaw 
hp]axQ unknown to your husband^ and are 
abseat for d^ys withaut bis knowing 
vfhsx^ you are ! * 

*' ' Uoder nio^t circwmtances $uch 
conduct WQuld, I knqWy be wrpng/ said 
I ; ' but tbose I aptpd under w&re so im- 
perious tfaait I cpuld not do ptherwise than 
I have dof^e : an4 r^member, that I did 
not go alone ; — I made a higlUy respected 
sßryant the witness of my conduct and 
the coinpanion of my journey.— Have 
you heard of your Emi Jy, sir ? ' 

" * No ; and I am v^ry uneasy : — ^IJave 
you ?' 

^* ^ I baye. Sbe applied \o me for 
prot^c<^pn after I Ia$t sayir ypu ; i(nd I 
hsfve protected her, and will protect her 
from you/ 

"*Whereisshe?' 

i I not teil you I lyould protect 
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her from yoii ? — 'I^eti how can I teil you 
where she is ?' 

" ' I will ktidw.' 

^* ^ Never ! from «?<?/ 

«^ I will not retate all that passed : 
but I thought I perceived^ spite of bis 

violenoe, tliat he was relieved of a 

« 

burtben ; and tliat provided he eoaid bnt 
see her now and then, (aiid he hoped to. 
find out her abode,) he was very gläd to 
have her maintained by another. 

** * And you have really undertaken 
to maintain her and the chiid P' said he : ^ I 
hope you do it handsomeiy : — ^she is a gen- 
tlewomaii^ Loüisa, and has had the edu* 
cation and the fortune of one/ 

" * Handsomeiy ! Dö you doübt it ?^ 
*^ * No, on my bonour, I do nöt>' he 
rej^ied with more feeling than I ever 
saw in bim before : * No, Louisa, no ; 
I do you justice; and I believe that 
1}ie allowance is far, far beyond what any 
one but yoursdif wouM think suffident/ 
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" ' In what I have done," replied I, ' I 
have sought the approbation of my own 
conseience, and that is enough ; but let 
me teil you, to put your heart entirely at 
rest, jthat if I die to-morrpw — ' here my 
voice &]tered, from recoUection of bis 
wishing me to die — ' your child will have 
a sufiicient fortune, and his mother will 
be no mean heiress to her husband." 

" The look he gave me at this moment 
is almost the only look of his which, smce 
we married, I can recollect with pleasure. 
Tears filled his eyes, a» he gazed oq nie 
mournfuUy, tenderly, and reverentially I 
may say: — then snatching myhand to his 
lips, he nished out of the room. 

" It was our last meeting 1 — ^Isawhim 
no more '. 

" He went, I understand, that night 
to the gaming-table, and rtnnained there 
tili the second night ; when, having lostall 
that he played for, inanevilhourheused 
some gentleman's name impropedy. in 



1 
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a money transaction» of which indeed I 
chose never to hear an explanation ;r— 
but it was, in some way or other, a disho- 
nourable transaction, and he was forced 
to fly the country. 

** Sbocked as I was at the cause, 
I was rejoiced by the effect ; we were now 
separated without any painful exertion of 
mine ; I was at liberty to live for my- 
seif and the pursuits I loved ; and was no 
longer hanging for joy, or grief, on the 
stniles and frowns of a tyrant. The first 
use I inade of my liberty was to remove 
to the Lawn-House, and quit London en- 
tirely. 

" All that I could do for my un- 
happy husband I did ; and the income 
which I derived from the fortune my 
father left me, abroad as well as here, I 
no sooner received than I transmitted it 
to him. 

** He often entreated me to relax in 
niy riirour^ and let him know where 
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Bmily resided, as he oooid not distress 
her now by fais visitg. But I loiew he 
would try to prevail on her by lett^ to 
oome over and cheer his exile, imd I wisfa- 
ed to preserve her from all temptation. 

** She waSy however, fortited aganist 
it, in a way I Utile expected; — she had 
had a most religious and virtuous educa- 
tion, and it was her piety which enabled 
her to resist the pleadings of her heart. 

'* As soon as it was known that Sey« 
mour had left England, and that I was 
not to be the sharer of his exile, — a sacri- 
fiee which even he did not dare to ask of 
me, after my knowledge of his real cha- 
racter — ^Mr. Arlington's executor put a 
letter into my band, which he was desired 
to give me^ only in case I was ever sepa- 
rated from my husband. 

«<. I was now separated from him, and 

the letter was, consequently, given me. 

Mr. Arlington's letter began by requirihg 

'^at I should dxop the name of Seymouri 
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and assume tbut of ArlingtOQ ; a requi- 
sition with wl^ch I w^ not soriy to com- 
ply. It went oxx to adyise, that when I 
was jd^ced iö that Situation; the most dan- 
gemm, ^ he ssidy to a young and beauti- 
iul wQ»itn, (aod ]^ «^ jbheiü only twevityi- 
seven,) \iz. ^ajr^tion from a profligate 
husbaxu}^ I should retire froii^ the world of 
London^ and live <at the Laivn House, or at 
any other qf my seajts. That in ooder to 
make me ^mends for <|uittiiig Loadpn, 
he had tried to convert the liawn House 
into the abode ol evefy means of amuse* 
ment, and had therefore built a inusic- 
room, a hanqueting-room, and a theatre, 
and had give^n oiein perfection tb^ eastern 
s^d Turkii^h luxury of baths according 
to the b($st modeU 

'^ I{e also begged« as he wa^ fond of 
ponip and show^and had been accustpmed 
to Indian splendpur, thi^t I would 2|lways 
ke^p up a State equnl to my fortuae, and 
b^QOming my relationship, on the patersal 
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and matemal side, to two noble fiamüi^s ; 
and he insisted that I should never go 
out without outriders and four horses, 
and that I should have a groom of the 
Chamber, servants for the baths, and a 
set of Towers for my bärge ; in short, every 
thing in the highes t style possible. 

"I was glad to live at the Lawn-house: 
but it was painf ul to me to assume that State 
which he required of me; and I was sony 
that he could suppose, as I eonclude 
he didy that grandeur could make me a- 
mendsfor the want of domestichappiness. 
However, as you saw, I have obeyed him 
ä la lettre \ and in the recovered society 
ofthose early friends whom I neglected, 
to please my husbadd ; in the duties which 
mygreatwealthentailed on me ; and in the 
cultivation of my mind, and the little ta- 
lents I poss^ss, I am become, compared to 
what I have been, happy. 

'* But never can I forget the deplorable 
which I made in the choice of a hus- 
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try — ^but with sentiinents o£ the deepest 
commiseration.*' And he went on to 
say, that though Mrs. Arlington did not 
express much on the subject^ he was con- 
vinced that shefeltagreatdeal ; and heear- 
nestly hoped that bef ore Mr. Sey mour died, 
and his life would probablynot be long, his 
wife might have the satisfaction of know- 
ing that he repented of his sins. 

" O dear papa, if he could but hear 
you preachr cried Mary Ann, " and 
preach that sermon * on calling sinners to 
repentanee!'" 

Derville could not help smiling at 
Mar}' Ann's high idea of his powers as 
a preacher ; and her Observation certainly 
did not lessen the fervour of her mother's 
Wss, as she desired her to go to bed di* 
reetly, for it was pasteleven o'elock. 

" Past eleven o'elock, mamma, and I 
still up ! What will Mrs. Arlington say 
when she hears it .?" Then, with her littlc 
heart füll of pity for Mrs. Arlington's 
^rials, and of self-importance to think 
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^* But my fault had broughtits punish- 
ment along with it; — ^and while I ad- 
mitted, I humbly and patiently bowedbe- 
neath this ^triking instance of retributive 
justice* 

" Little nowremains tobetold, except 
that poor Bmily, whom I frequently see 
here, or at her own house« has lost her 
diild ; an event which, under the ciircum- 
stances of his birth, I have tried' to con- 
vince her, was not gr^Uy to be deplored. 
She has engaged the afieetions of a 
worthy young man with a good fortune, in 
her neighbourhood, who knows her story, 
and whom she tfainks, under other cir- 
eumstances^ she could like; but while 
Seymour lives she is resolved never to 
marry. 

** And he daes live, though in exile ; 
lives too, I fear, in a way which virtue can- 
notapprove; and which, therefore, keeps 
up constantly in me that pain ofmind which 
l feit at first learning of his dreadful devia- 
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'^ London. 

' • When you receive the memorial of 
your absent friend, which this accompa- 
nies, I shall be on tny road to my poor 
husband. He hashadafit; and I am 
informed by a friend on whom I can de- 
pend, that he is in a declining State, and 
has removed from the neighbourhood of 
Paris to Bonlogne, for the benefit of the 
sea air. He adds also that he is living 
there in poor lodgings, and has not good 
attendance. You will suppose therefore 
that I have not hesitated one moment to 
set off for Boulogne. I shall take a 
house, and give the invalid an invitation 
to remove to it if he chooses. Farewell! 
All good attend you ! 

" Your kind letters beguiled me of no 
UDpkasing tears ; you all feit and wrote 
iHs I knew you would, and wished you 
should, feel and write; arid I wear in 
' my heart's core' dear Maiy Ann's as- 
surance thal she would now nevef go ta 

VOL. I. N 
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*' But my fault had broughtits punish- 
ment along with it; — ^and while I ad- 
mitted, I huinbly and patiently bowed be- 
neath this striking instance of retributive 
justice« 

*' Little nowremains tobetold, except 
that poor Emily, whom I frequently see 

here, or at her own house, has lost her 

.1 

ehild ; an event which, under the dl-cuin- 
stances of bis birth, I have tried to con- 
vince her, was not gr^tly to be deplored. 
She has engaged the afiections of a 
worthy young man with a good fortune, in 
her neighbourhood, who knows her story, 
and whom she äiinks, under other cir« 
eumstanoes, she could like; but while 
Seymour lives she is resolved never to 
marry. 

^^ And he does live, though in exüe ; 
lives too, I fear, in a way which virtue can- 
notapprove; and which, therefore, keeps 
up conslantly in me thatpain ofmind which 
I feit at first learning of bis dreadf ul devia* 
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Ions from moral rectitude. But we bave 
low been separated three years ; and time, 
vhich insensibly has weakened my aifec* 
ion for him, gradaaUy will weaken my 
iorrow for bis sin* 

*^ He sometimes writes to me, and now 
bejrardymentionsEmily; but bis last let- 
ter was written in sucb a toneof despond- 
eney, that if be wisbes to see me, I intend 
to go over to him. 

" Now, dear Mrs. DfrviUe, ^m you 
wonder tbat I was wounded |tt your 
hesitating to return, for any empty plea- 
sure .which I could offer you, to sucb a 
husband as youra ? Gan you wonder that 
my eye reproved you, when I al$o found 
tbat beloved4iusbwd expectedyou ? 4^ 
caa you be surprlsed, when I teil you that 
IwouldexchangeaU my possessions, large 
as they are, for such a bome as yowrs ? 

"From the indulgenceof virtupus ej^c- 
fiofis^ and from them aione, can flow the. 
^appiuess of Ufe; and mine, all glowing as 



" 
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they are, have been thrown back upon my 
heart, to consume it with its own fires. 
" Before Iconclude, let me assure you, 
that though I wished, when I discovered 
certain feelings in you, to teil you the real 
Situation of the woman whom you envied, 
and to show you the dessous des carteSy I 
could not prevail on myself to unyeii my 
husband's fauits so completely to any one, 
and I resolved to forbear. But when I 
beheld you afterwards as the preserver of 
my life, I feit it to be my duty to show my 
gratitude to you in the most efFective way 
possible ; and I humbly hope that, in my 
earnest endeavour to do my duty by you, 
I have not violated the duty which is owing 
even to an unworthy husband. But it is 
only under the seal of the strictest secrecy 
that I give you this narrative ; and when 
you have read it to your husband and your 
family, find some opportunity to return 
it to me again. 

" LouisA Arlinoton." 
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It was not without many interruptions 
that Derville read this raanuscript. Mrs. 
DerviJle was affected even tö agony at 
5ome of the sufFerings of her friend ; and 
jften was the narrative laid down, while 
Derville indulged himself in expressions 
of wonder that there could be such a hus- 
band — " and to such a woman," added 
his son. — ^And when it was ended, Mrs. 
Derville wept long and uncontrolledly, 
not so much for Mrs. Arlington's unhap- 
piness, as for the thankless unconscious- 
ness of her own happiness, which she had 
herseif displayed. 

But in the midst of her self-upbraid- 
ings, she wascpnsoled by the hope that her 
generous friend had not adnionished in 
vain ; that the remedy was efiicacious, and 
tlie eure cömple te ; and that if Mrs . Arling- 
ton owed her Ufe to her, she was likely to 
owe a much greater Obligation to Mrs. 
Arlington — the security of her domestic 
happiness. 
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" Well, I^rederie," said Mrs. Derville, 
" j*nd wliat do you think of Mrs. Arling- 
tonnoW?** 

" Think of her ? That she had better 
not corhe to Loveland«," he repHed 
(wishiüg to hide a great deal of deeply 
awakened feeling under a little veil of 
pleasantry). 

*' Better not come to Lovelands T they 
all exclaimed. *^ Why not ?'* 

" Lest I should fall in love with her ; 
and then, perhaps, in humble imitation of 
her amlable husband, I should probably 
say to you, Anna, *Die, madam, die! as 
the only favour you can now do me !"* 

*^ Dear papa, I am sure you could not 
be so wicked r cried Mary Ann. 

" Nö, dear child, no ; I trust I could 
not ; and I was only joking : but it was 
a bad joke; and indeed I think the 
dreadful State of this wretched Mr. Sey- 
mour s mind and feelings, is not to be 
thought of with any feeling like pleasan- 
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try — ^but with sentiments of the deepest 
commiseration." And he went on to 
say, that though Mrs. Arlington did not 
express much on the subjeet^ he was con- 
vinced that shefeltagreatdeal ; and heear- 
nestlyhopedthatbeforeMr.Seymourdied, 
and his life would probablynot be long, his 
wife might have the satisfaction of know- 
ing that he repented of his sins. 

" O dear papa, if he could but hear 
you preachr cried Mary Ann, " and 
preach that sermon * on calling sinners to 
repentance ! ' " 

Derville could not help sniiling at 
Mar}' Ann's high idea of his powers äs 
a preacher ; and her Observation certainly 
did not lessen the fervour of her mother's 
kiss, as she desired her to go to bed di* 
rectly, for it was pasteleven o'cloek. 

" Past eleven o'clock, inamma, and I 
still up ! What will Mrs. Arlington say 
when she hears it ?" Then, with her little 
heart füll of pity for Mrs, Arlington's 
trials, and of self-importanee to think 
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she had had a secret intrusted to her 
which she must impart to no one, Mary 
Ann went to her Chamber for the first 
time in her Hfe in a slow foot's pace. 

Sally was surprised^ and asked if she 
was unwell ; but Mary Ann consequen- 
tially repli'ed, " No — only thoughtful :" 
and as she saw she had excited Sally's 
curiosity, she was good-naturedly sorry 
that she coiild not impart ~ to her usual 
confidante all the interesting things she 
had heard. 

The next day they all wrote to Mrs. 
Arlington ; but Mrs. Derville's letter was 
blotted with inany''precious tearSy as her 
kind monitor thought them. 

That evening brought a hamper from 
London directed for Mrs. Derville, con- 
taining a breakfast -set, and a duplicate 
of every convenience for the table and 
in the breakfast-room, which Mrs. Der- 
ville had admired at the Lawn-House ; 
and with it came the following letter from 
Mrs. Arlington, dated 
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'^ LbndoD. 

' • When you receive the memorial of 
your absent friend, which this accompa- 
nies, I shall be on tny road to my poor 
husband. ' He has had a fit ; and I am 
informed by a friend on whom I can de- 
pend, that he is in a declining State, and 
has removed from the neighbourhood of 
Paris to Boulogne, for the benefit of the 
sea air. He adds also that he is living 
there in poor lodgings, and has not good 
attendance. You will suppose therefore 
that I have not hesitated one moment to 
set off for Boulogne. I shall take a 
house, and give the invalid an invitation 
to remove to it if he chooses. Farewell! 
All good attend you ! 

" Your kind letters beguiled me of no 
UDpleasing tears ; you all feit and wrote 
as I knew you would, and wished you 
should, feel and write; arid I wear in 
' my heart's core' dear Mary Ann's as- 
suranee thal she would now neyei* go to 

VOL. I. N 
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sleep tili she had prayed Gbd to bless 
and comfort poor dear Mrs. Arlington. 

" Once more farewell ! I will write to 
you as soon as I am landed. 

" Ever your grateful 

« L. A." 

She kept her word, and Mrs. Derville 
received the foUowing letter, dated 

** Boulogne. 

'^ My journey was short, my voyage 
prosperous, and I am here in the largest 
house I could procure, and in the most 
airy Situation possible. By this time 
my husband knows I am at Boulogne ; 
and while I am writing to you, I am 
anxiously awaiting the result. Ihear 
he is very ill, and ordered to the South of 
France as soon as he can be moved. 

" It will gratify you to learn that I 
have most unexpectedly met at Boulogne 
some distant relations of my mother, and 
once dear friends of mine — ^Lady Arling- 
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ton and her daughters. Her younger 
son, now her only one, is also here : — 
they are on their way to Paris and to 
Rome; but will not proeeed while Mr. 
Seymour is in his present State. 

" My ambassador to my poor husband 
is returned. He was, I find, müch affeet- 
ed at hearing of my arrival, and at re- 
ceiving my message. He accepts my 
invitation, änd I am now going to super- 
intend his removal hither. Oh, what an 
interview ! and what new trials await me ! 

" Pray for me, Mr. Derville ! pray for 
me ! I will write again in a day or two. 

- L. A-" 

Her next letter ran thus :— 

" Do not expect me to describe our 
first meeting ! I cannot do it. Such a 
change in his' appearance ! Old ! ema- 
ciated! wan! 

" We moved him at last without itiuch 
ineonvenience to himself, and I had Üie 

n2 
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comfort to see that he was dlssatisfied 
with every one*s suggestions and nianage- 
inent but mine. Still this little pleasure 
was soon forgotten in a great pain which 
he inflicted. 

** When he was settled in my house, 
and laid in his new and comfbrtable bed, 
he called me to him^ and said, 

" * I suppose, Louisa, you wish me to 
believe you came hither only on my ac- 
count?* 

" ' I never wish you to believe what is 
false — ^you know I do not; and I did come 
hither merely on your aecount/ 

^^ * O fie ! — ^Do you pretend to teil me 
you did not know Sir Henry Arlington 
was here?' — (Sir H. Arlington is that 
early lover of mine, whom I mentioned 
to you.) 

. " * I did not know it :-— but I am 
ashamed/ I added, * of you for asking 
such a question, and of myself for deign- 
ing to reply to it, You know enough of 
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me tö be sure that I came hither merely 
on your accounty and that Sir Henry 
Arlington is. the last man whom I should 
have sought.' 

" At this moment, sent for by my hus- 
bähd I found, Sif Henry Arlington en- 
tered the room, and but for my earnest 
entreatiies he would have told him bis 
suspicions and my answer i however, he 
did for once obey me ; but he talked at 
US during Sir Henry's whole visit. No 
proof this of any improvement in his 
temper and feelings ; but I expect some. 
good to result from his daily intercourse 
with my excellent relation* He is al- 
ways wishing for - Sir Henry to be with 
him ; and for rational piety and powers 
of arguing I know not bis equal, and I 
feel less wretched than I did. Farewell ! 
My next will teil you we are going to 
Nice, or that all is over. 

** Yours ever," 
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The phrase * all is over* was written 
in an almost illegible hand, and blotted 
with a teat. Soon after came another 
letter, beginning — 

" All is over — ^but do not ask parti- 
culars of a scene which, though I can ne- 
ver forget, I can never describe ! Still 
it had for me much of comfort. Such 
remorse ! such an agonized consciousness 
of his own cruelty to me, and my forbear- 
ance ! Oh, may that Being whom he so 
long and deeply offended, forgive him as 
I have done ! 

" It will be long ere you and I meet 
again, my dear friends ; for my health is 
delicate, and requires milder air, and my 
mind x\ ants the relief of change cf scene. 
I shall therefore accompany Lady Arling- 
ton and her daughters to Rome ; and re- 
main en attendant with Fanny Arlington 
in the neighbourhood of Paris, tili the rest 
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try — ^but with sentiinents of the deepest 
commiseration.*' And he went on to 
say, that though Mrs. Arlington did not 
express much on the subject, he was con* 
vinced that shefeltagreatdeal ; and heear- 
nestly hopedthat beforeMr.Seymourdied, 
and his life would probablynot be long, his 
wife might have the satisfaction of know- 
ing that he repented of his sins. 

" O dear papa^ if he could but hear 
you preach!** cried Mary Ann, " and 
preach that sermon * on calling sinners to 
repentancel'" 

Dernlle could not help smiling at 
Marj' Ann's high idea of his powers äs 
a preacher ; and her Observation certainly 
did not lessen the fervour of her mother's 
Viss, as she desired her to go to bed di* 
rectly, for it was past eleven o'clock. 

** Past eleven o'clock, mamma, and I 
still up ! What will Mrs. Arlington say 
when she hears it ?" Then, with her little 
heart füll of pity for Mrs. Arlington's 
trials, and of self-importance to think 
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is one of those losses which I have heard 
you call gains P * 

" It is so toMrs. Arlington, certain- 
ly ' — ^but then she has, my dear, a pain- 
firi habit of thinking of the interests of 
others as well as of her own ; . and I am 
sure that she would have wished it had 
been the will of Providence, that her 
erring husband had been spared for y^ars 
of penitence and amendment. Besides, 
under its best circümstances, a death-bed 
is an awful and affecting soene ; and asthe 
final Separation even of those who have 
not lived in love, though connected by 
the dosest ties, is a trying moment, 
it is evident from this poor lady's letter^ 
that the death-bed scene of her husband 
was a trial to her indeed — looking back 
as she must have done to his progress 
through this world, and forward for him 
to the World to come.— Therefore, Maiy 
Ann, I repeat my epithet of * Poor 
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*' London. 

* • When you recei ve the memorial of 
your absent friend, which this accompa- 
nles, I shall be on tny read to my poor 
husband. ' He has had a fit ; and I am 
informed l^ a friend on whom I can de- 
pend, that he is in a declining State, and 
has removed from the neighbourhood of 
Paris to Boulogne, for the benefit of the 
sea air. He add^ also that he is living 
there in poor lodgings, and has not good 
attendance. You will suppose therefore 
that I have not hesitated one moment to 
set off for Boulogne. I shall take a 
house, and give the invalid an invitation 
to remove to it if he chooses. Farewell! 
All good attend you ! 

" Your kind letters beguiled me of no 
unpleasing teärs ; you all feit and wrote 
as I knew you would, and wished you 
should, feel and write; and I wear in 
^ my heart's core' dear Mary Ann's as- 
surance that she would now never go ta 

VOL. I. N 
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quaintance really deserving of her, I 
should be glad to hear that she was mar- 
riedagain." 

*^ I should be glad also to see her 
again,"* said Mrs. Derville, *^ and I shall 
think it long tili she returns from 
Italy." 

And had she been a less happy woman 
Mrs. Derville would have found the time 
, long indeed ; for a twelvemonth passed 
away, and still Mrs. Arlington remained 
abroad; and though she wrote twice or 
thrice during that period, she .did not 
talk of returning ; while every letter 
betokened inereäsing eheerfulness. 

Mrs. Derville meanwhile had expe- 
rieneed a conseious impcovement in her 
manner of considering her lot in life, and 
every thing which surrounded her, in con- 
sequence of the contrast which she had 
been enabled to drawbetween her humble 
sphere of worldly aetion and Mrs. Ar- 
lington's splendid State, and her happi- 
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;ss was increased also by the birth of 
Lother son. 

But though Mrs. Derville had not 
ily ceased to wish for improvements in 
e furniture and decorations of the par- 
•nage, and was ever eager to express 
;r entire contentment, her attentive and 
*ateful husband had not forgotten her 
ishes ; and he was the more willing to 
;iTieniber them, when he found she had 
»rgotten them herseif. 

Accordingly a cart stopped at the door 
cie day, laden with packages, just ar- 
ved by the waggon from London, which 
^ere all directed to Mrs. Derville. 

** Some newproof,Isuppose,*' said she, 
' of Mrs. Arlington's grateful remem- 
irance ; but I had rather she had sent me 
^ord that she was Coming home, and 
üther.** 

Derville smiled, and assisted to un- 
)ack the goods. They consisted of a set 
3f neat light small mahogany chairs with 
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leather bottoms^ fitted for a dining- 
room, and meant to replace the large 
and heavy ones of which Mrs. Derville 
had complained ^ and a pair of chaises 
longtieSy to replace the cumbrous sofa. 
Theire were also eurtatns and a carpet 
proper for a dining-room. 

Mrs. Derville ^^as gmtified at the sup- 
posed attention ofhernewfriend» though 
her pride was a little wonnded at a second 
Obligation of this nature ; and she beheld 

« 

the handsome gift with feelings almost 
quiet enough to disappoint her husband. 

" Well, Anna," said he, " do you not 
admire these pretty things, tliat you say 
so little?" 

** O yes ! they are all that I could. have 
wished for ; but I do not like to receive 
so many expensive presents^ and from the 
same person — ^Mrs Arlington does too 
mudi to oblige me/' , 

'* Is Mrs. Arlington then the onlt/ per- 
son living, Anna, who wishes to give 
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pleasure, that you fancy eveiy present 
every attention to your wants must 
e from her ?'* 

he tone of gentle reproach in which 
was uttered, corrected bv the smile of 
id afiection, instantly explained the 
1 to the now delighted Mrs. Derville j 
jountenance lighted up with the live- 
joy, and with eye« sparkling through 
5 she exclaimed, " Oh ! lunderstand 
l now ! and the ohiy drawbaek to my 
sure is, that you should have remem- 
d those moments of weakness in me 
;h I had tried to make you forget/' 
I can never forget any thing you 
)r say, Anna. The record of affec-. 

is written on brass ; and if they \vere 
nents of weakness they were very 
isable ones, and oh ! how .amply have 
1 been atoned for ! " 
'his was a pleasure of the heart which 

rieh Mrs. Arlington might have 
ied her poorer friend ; and never did 
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she superintendthe arrangement of any of 
her splendid furniturewithhalf the delight 
which Mrs. Derville experieneed while 
arranging those proofs of a kusbands 
love. But I must own, that when the sofa 
was removed, whose merits, once forgot- 
ten and despised, her husband had so feel- 
ingly related and recalled, Mrs. Derville, 
overcome by a variety of recoUeetions, 
burst into tears. 

It was removed into Derville's study ; 
and his wife assured him that she really 
believed $he should still find it a more 
comfortable coueh than her new one. 
^' Vary likely," he replied ; " as a homely 
old friend, who has been endeared to us 
by the tender recoUeetions of childhood, 
is often more welcome to us than the more 
brilliant friend of later years." 

Mrs, Arlington had now been abroad 
a year and six months, and Lionel had 
returned to College for the second time ; 
Eustace was old enQugh to take the living 
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d for him ; and Jone and he were on 
point of marriage, when Mrs. DerviUe 
eived a lefter from her absent friend^ 
ed * London !' 

rhe date alone excited universal joy 
the family ; but when the letter was 
d, it was impossible to make Mary Ann 
tp her transport in any bounds at first ; 
it ännounced that Mrs. Arlington 
s Coming to Lovelands ! was Coming, 
it was convenient to them, to stay a 
)nth ! and Mary Ann bounded out of 
3 room to teil the conscious Sally, and 
an the unconscious Nelly, that Mrs, 
lington was Coming ! and Coming to 
ly a month ! 

But when the first feelings subsided, 
was not all joy to Mrs. DerviUe. She 
id a new baby, and was a nurse ; and she 
IS afraid that her increased avocations 
ould make it impossible for her to pro- 
de for Mrs. Arlington's accommoda- 
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tion, as well as she ought ; and she began. 
again .to wish she had had this con- 
venience and the other- But she soon 
laughed at this remnant of her former 
weakness ; and remembering what sort of 
woiliän her guest was, she exclaimed 
aloud, though älone, ^* What foUy 1 
when I know Mrs. Arlington, and know 
that all she requires, or can value, will be 
cordial welcomes from heatts that love 
her!" 

The day before she intended to come, 
Mrs. Arlington wrote to say that she 
would arrive the next evening, and all 
was^^happy preparation and expectation at 
Lovelands. 

' ^* It is very stränge, but very true/ 
Said Derville to his wife and ehildren, 
soon after the letter eame, " that though 
you have all talked of Mrs. Arlington, 
and of: her beauty, with unwearied elo^ 
quenee and ddight, you ha^ve neveir 
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ribed her person and face to me. 
i what style are they ? For there are 
y styles in beauty, you know." 

I think,'* repliedMrs.Derville, "her 
IS quite Grecian ; her head is beau- 
[y formed, her profile straight, and 
ilways wears her very long black hair, 
\y dressed, d rantique. She is very 
and has the (inest throat and shoul- 
the finest bust I ever saw : but her 
IS tliin, and she does not lock happy, 
her eheek is pale : but were she at 
Ltter, or had she more colour, she 
d not be near as attraetive or as 
esting to me as she is now." 
No ?" said Derville, looking at his 
affeetionately. ** I have always con- 
ed a fine blooin, and a look of health, 
eat improvers of female beauty," 
Oh, but Mrs.Arlington does not look 
^y father," cried Jane. ^ She has 
olour to be sure, yet she is not pale ; 
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and though she is thin, somehow — she 
is not thin, father ; and her eyes are so 
dark and beautiful !" 

" Dark!" said her mother, " dark! 
They are gray, a blue gray in a strong 
light ; and it is the füll long black eye- 
lash that makes them seem dark/* 

"Miserable man that I am!"cried 
Derville in a most pathetie tone, " for 
it is very clear to me that this enchant- 
ress, Mrs. Arlington, has bewildered the 
senses of my poor wife and daughter, 
and thrown a spell over their power of 
vision . One says her eyes are dark, the 
other that they are light : then Jane talks 
of paleness, that is not pale — and thin- 
ness, that is not thin ! " 

" O papa! I know the right word," 
eried Mary Ann ; " Mrs, Arlington is 

m 

slender, but not lean." 

" Well said, Mary Ann, and what 
heightis she?" 
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' O papa ! she is very tall — yet, no, 
so very tall — not too tall, papa." 

That is not so well said ; for here is 
less, that is not tall ; and the result 
our fine descriptions, ladies, is^ that 
e able to decide whaiMrs. Arlington 
I must see her ; and I am happy to 
k she comes to-morrow," 
)h! with what pleased yet anxious 
rity Mrs. Derville and Jane, with 
j Ann assisting, prepared and adorn- 
Mrs. Derville's room and dressing- 
n for her reception ! 
Jut all the preparations for her re- 
tion throughout the little domains of 
elands were not quite finished, and 
5. Derville with her two daughters, not 
ecting Mrs. Arlington for an hbur or 
, had walkedinto the village tobespeak 
plies from her neighbours, in case she 
ited, them, — when the guest arrived, 

Mr. Derville had to receive her alone. 
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She came witljout State, in a piain 
travelling carriage and post horses, and 
with only a man and maid. 

Mr . Derville thought it rather awkward 
to have to introduce himself ; but he feit 
it would be very necessary to say " I 
am Mr. Derville," if his wife and daughters 
had described him to Mrs. Ariington as 
ill as they had described her to him ; for 
when hebeheld afattish, blooming, young 
and happy-looking woman, smiling as 
she drove up to the door, he could scarce- 
ly believe that he beheld the *^ pale," 
•* slender," and " unhappy-looking" Mrs. 
Ariington ; and as he gave her his hand 
to assist her to alight; after she said ^^ I 
conclude I see Mr. Derville," a meaning 
smile played round his mouth, while he 
replied, 

*^ Yes, madam ; but I am not sure 
that you are Mrs. Ariington ; all I can 
say is that I hope you are." 

Mrs. Ariington blushed^ and said, ** I 
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pose you did not expect to see such 
it, ruddy woman as I now am ; but you 
l rejoice to hear that what I have lost 
ielicacy, I have gained in happiness." 
Oerville's kind reply produced another 
ni his guest ; and before the ladies re- 
ned Mrs. Arlington almost fancied 
\ had known her host for years. At 
gth Mrs. Derville, Walking or rather 
ming along» appeared in sight; for 
i had seeh the carriage wheels, and 
ew her guest was arrived. 
Derville ran out to meet her, while the 
3 girls bounded past him into the 
use. " Poor Mrs. Arlington ! " said he, 
>^ou will not know her !" 
*^ What !'* said Mrs. Derville, turning 
le, ^^issheiU.^" 

" No ; but she has lost all power to 
arm and interest you. She has gained, 
or woman, so much bloom and embon- 
inty and looks so happy, and so bril- 
intly beiiutiful !" Mrs . Derville had no 
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time to reply ; for Mrs. Arlington came 
out to meet her, with Mary Ann hanging 
on one arm and Jane on the other, and 
looking like her former seif : for emotion 
on seeing Mrs, Derville, from the re- 
membrance of former times, made her 
cheekpale, and filled her eye with tear?. 
Derville staid to witness the first 
meeting; then beekoning Jane and Mary 
Anne to foUow them, he left the ladies 
alone. 

^The one had much to teil, and the 
other much to inquire ; nay, both had in- 
quiries to make; and Mrs. Arlington had 
delieacy of taet enough to know exactly 
the demands which the self-love of öthers 
has on our listening powers; and she 
could enter with kind readiness into 
the mother's feeling, when Mrs. Der- 
ville rose, and said — ^" I must show 
you my baby." Mrs. Derville, had a 
great mind to ask what she thought of 
her husband? — ^but her courage failed 
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However, as if she had the power 
ivining her friend's wishes, and true 
volence has a sort of divining power ^ 
. Arlington said, unasked, " I am 

you were not here when I arrived, 
gave me an opportunity qf becoming 
lainted at once withyour husband. — 
lirable being ! — His person, face and 
iner are exactly what I could have 
led those of such a man to be. — ^Yes, 
le casket is, indeed, worthy of the 
iwhich it holds." 

I knew you would think so/' fal- 
d out the delighted wife; and her 

was not chilled on hearing that 
baby was the pride of babies, and 
j like its father. 

^fter prayers, and before they sepa- 
d for the night, Mrs. Arlington said, 
1 a little blushing hesitation, ** I 
;ht to have confessed before I prayed, 
f that I am not going to confess any 
^g that I am ashamed of.— You— you 
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remember I invited myself to stay here a 
whole month.'* 

" Yes, andwe hope you mean to keep 
;your wQrd." 

" I do, for much depends on it. I am 
going to be married, and I will be rriar- 
ried by no one but you, Mr. Derville ; and 
in this abode of wedded happiness." 

" We have had our suspicions on this 
subject," replied Derville; while Mrs. 
.Derville, kissing Mrs. .Arlington affec- 
tionately as she spoke, said fervently, 
^* May you be as happy as I am!" 

Mrs. Arlington then informed her anx- 
iöus auditors, that Sir Henry Arlington 
had fenewed his addresses, no w made more 
valuable to her from . years of tried con- 
.stancy,and theconsciousness she hadhpw 
much her parents had wished the union, 
and that with her whole heart she had con- 
sented to be his — " and he willreach the 
neighbouring watering-place to-night," 
she added^ " which isj I understand» near 
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Jgh to make it a very easy drive for 
hither and back again." And this 
Drtant communication being made, 
lappy party separated for the night, 
lie next morning Mary Anne, who 
gone to bed before this disclosure, 
informed that Mrs. Arlington was 
g to be married to her relation Sir 
ry Arlington, and she was exces- 
y anxious to know what sort of a 
ing man he was. Her mother and 
r had the same curiosity; and after 
had hinted at their wish, Mrs. Ar- 
bon told them he was not handsome 
iinly, but had the manner and look of 
ntleman; ** with, as Itell him," said 
^^ the inquiring and penetrating look 
diplon^t; — ^a look I have observed 
ther diplomatSy — but in him, as I 
k at least, it is pnly intelligent, and 
no mixture of cunning." 
Not handsome !" — cried Mary Anqe, 
ging fondly about Mrs. Arlington, 

OL. I. O 
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and speaking in a niournful tone, *^ not 
handßome !" 

" Noj — and I am npt sure t;haty(>w will 
not think him old and vgl^/*^ M^^y 
Anne did not reply, but turned away 
in silence, and soon after she was heard 
sobbing violently. 

" What is the matter, Mary Anne?" 
cried Mrs. Derville, — ^and it was a minute 
pr two before she could sob out, " I 
can't bear to think th^t Mrs. Arlinffton 
shouldmarryan old and ugly man!'* But 
at length the reaspnings of Mrs. Arling- 
tpn and of her mpther, and their com- 
mon-place assurances, thsit wisdom and 
worth, and virtue and talents, were far 
better ,things in a man than personal 
charms, quieted Mary Anne's distress. 

*' Besides, I lovehim, — nay I am in love 
with him,*' said Mrs. Arlington smiling. 

" Still I wonderyou shouldfall in love 
with a man that's old and ugly,** said 
Mary Anne; ** and I do wonder to hear 
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mma say, beauty is of no value in a 

n, when I am sure she is quite proud 
»apa*s beauty/* 

* But, Mary Anne, I am far more 

ud qf your father's vivtues,** replied 

s. Derville; ** and a$ I see you are not 

te in a right temper of mind, we will 

p this subject for the present.* 

riie next morning Derville walked 

r to the watering-place, to call on Sir 

tiry Arlington, hoping to prevail on 

1 to return with him to dinner; and 

Henry drove Derville, and a friend of 

own who was with liim, to Lovelands 

lis curricle, just time enough todress 

Dre the last bell rung. 

[^ut when Mary Anne, heard Sir 

nry was come, it was impossible for 

ly, or Jane, to persuade her to go 

vn, so great was her dread of seeing 

ugly lover of her dear, beautiful Mrs. 

lington, and so sure was she that she 

)uld hate the sight of him. At length, 

» ♦ • .t 

o2 ' 
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however, Jane insisted on leading her into 
the parlour. 

As there were two strangers, Mary 
Anne did not know which was the dreaded 
Sir Henry. But she did not venture to 
lookateither,and in an awkward^ sheepish 
manner, whoUy unusual to her, she seated 
herseif on the corner of a chair, and be- 
gan playing with her fingers. 
, Sir Henr)' now, by accident, dropped 
his glove, and Mrs. Derville desired 
Mary Anne to pick it up, She did so 
in such confusion, that she dropped it 
^gain ; and as Sir Henry also stooped 
for it, their heads knocked against each 
other. 

Mary Anne feit no pain whatever from 
the blow ; but even if she had, she niust 
have been pleased with the sweet and kind 
tone in which the stranger hoped he had 
not hurt her; seating himself, and gently 
dragging her to him as he spoke. The 
voice and action encouraged her so much. 
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Lt she looked up and assured him tliat 
i was not hurt at all. The stranger 
she did so regarded her with a smile of 
asure and approbation,which made the 
iscious Mary Anne cast her eyes on 
5 ground ; but again she turned to look 
those bright eyes and that fine coun- 
mnce. 

^* I think I can guess your name/' 
ispered Sir Henry. . . 

'' Oh ! no, that I am sure you cannot." 

* . . 

'* Oh ! yes, you are Mary Anne." 
** Yes, to be sure you knew I was not 
ne, because she is a woman, and so 
\i thought I must be Mary Anne ; but 
can't guess who you are; all that I 
ow is, that you are not Sir Henry Ar- 



gton." 



" And how do you knowthat?" 

" Oh! because, because I do know, 

1 1 shall not teil." 

" Well, if I am not he, who is ?" 

'' Oh ! that gentleman at the window. 



— \ . jr 
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to be sure, talkingto papa!" Then look- 
ing at Sir Henry earnestly, sHe adcfed, 
" Oh! no^ I am süre you cännot be Sir 
Henry Arlihgton.'' 

" What can she mean?" asked Sir 
Henry of the pleasedMrs. Arhhgton. 

*^ Come hither, Mary Anne, and teil nie 
in my ear, why you are so sure tliat cän- 
not be Sir Henry?'* 

*' Because/' speaking in her ear, " t>e- 
cause you told me, X might tliink Kim 
cid and ügly looking, and that gentleman 
is quite bäridsome, and looks so ^ood and 

so göod-natured ! *' 

• • 

** And it is, perhaps, bedaüse he looks 
so good and so good-natured, that you 
think bim handsome; for I assure you 
that is Sir Henry Arlington." 

" O dear ! I am so glad !'* cned the 
affectionate child, retuming to Sir Henry. 
•• Cilad of what, Mary Ann ?" 
^' That you are really Sir Henry .'' 
Andnotlongafter, on SirÄenry's'asking 
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how Nelly didf, Mary Aiiii told him there 
was time enough to go and see Nelly and 
her pupples and the ralibits before diliner; 
and as Sir Henry was kind enough to 
indulge her wish, dinner was actuallyon 
the table before Sir Henry returned, lead- 
ing the delighted IWfary Ann by the band, 
Sir Henry made himself equally agree- 
able to the mother as to the younger 
daüghter; fot he nursed the baby as well 
^ as she did, atid d^clared that though he 

r 

loved all babies, he thought hers was 
the loveliest that he had ever seen. It 
was impossible after this, that Sir Henry 
coüld have a fault in Mrs. Derville's eyes ; 
and ÖerviÜe soon learnt to value him on 
surer ground, ön bis rational piety, bis 
highly cultivated mind, his talents, bis 
lemper, and his active virtues. 

One day Mrs. Arlington took Mrs. 
Derville aside, and said, ** A living in my 
gift, of atleast a thousaridper annum, is 
now vacant; and I will present your hus- 
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band to it, or your son, whichever you 
please.** 

" My son by all means/' she replied, 
*' I do not hesitate one moment ; for in- 
deed I have profited by your kind admo- 
nitions, and have now no wish ungratified." 

'* Not for yourself, perhaps, but you 
may have for your children ; therefore Mr. 
Derville shall hold it for Lionel tili he is 
old enough to take it ; and if you choose to 
lay by the ineome of it, it will enable you 
to add considerably to your fortune at the 
end of three years. And Lionel may behis 
father*s curate." This point being settled, 
Mrs. Arlington frankly asked Mrs. Der- 
ville, " Whether she and her husbandwere 
pained or pleased with her presumption, 
in having dared to show her sense of the 
Service Mrs. Derville had done her, by a 
peeuniary donation to her child." And 
Mrs. Derville as frankly owned that they 
had reeeived it as it was meant, and the 
other gifts too : but that the idea that the 
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lirSy &c. came from her, had been pain^ 
to her. 

^ I will teil you why I asked,** said Mrs. 
iington ; " I wish to give Jane money 
buy clothes and furniture, but I was 
lid that you might think it was taking 
berty. But ypusee Imust dosomething 
her, as I have given Mary Ann money, 
1 Lionel a living. And really during 
residence abroad I have not spent 
f my income, and have more money, 
jrefore, just now than I know what to 
with. Do then assist me in taking 
ittle ofF rny hands." 
The scruples of the; Dervilles were 
m silenced; and the kindness of Mrs. 
Iington enabled theyoungcouple, when 
äy inarried, to purchase all the eom^orts, 
ancomfortsborderingonluxuriesjwhich 
:alth only can procure. But previously 
her own marriage, Jane had the honour 
d happiness of being bride maid, with 
e delighted Mary Ann, to their beloved 

o 5 
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Mrs . Arlington, who, at the simple church 
of Lovelands, received from the Hand of 

^ * • 

Ihe man she inost veneraiedyihs,t of t^ie 
iiian she mbst löved. 

Our hefoine*s sei^ond marriäge t'ook 
place under far häppier äuiipiees tnati had 
attended her fifst. No öonsciousness 
that her choice liad clouded over apa- 
rent's brow with forebodmgs of wedded 
misery, now occurred to datnp her bridal 
hopes; but on the contraiy, slie'tnew, 
that could her* parents \dtness wliat was 
then passing on earth, their "warmkt 
blessings would have attended an Union, 
likely, they \vo\Ad have believ¥d, to fulfil 
their fondest höpes. 

That Union still remairis Missful a^d 
unbroken, and cemented ötill ifriöre by 
the birth of two fchildreii. 'fiädy Ar- 
lington has also the HaJ^piness of wit- 
nessing that of Emily, Ker hu^^and's in- 
nöcent victim, wbo is well "and häppily 
married to the lover mentioned ' $ome 
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^es back. But, as there is always some 
wback on human felicity, there are 
les when Lady Arlington regrets with 
n but hearCfelt bitterness, that she re- 
ted in early youth the substance for the 
idow ; wid, by refusing that love which 
IV she valued as her dearest earthly 
asure, had not only deprived an ido- 
irig parent of the greatest joy he could 
^e known, that of witnessing the hap- 
less of an only ehild ; but had doomed 
n to the bitter agony of witnessing 
it chiFd's misery. And while these 
>ughis are uppermöst in her mind, her 
ise df bäppihess 'is for a time antii- 
iXtd. But it soon tevives to all its foree 
ain ; and whehever the mistresis of the 
iwn-house nöw me^ts the once enviöd 
TS. Dcr^ille, she has a pride in ex- 
liming, ***And / too ^rfa a wife to bs 
JviED." 



[/« compliance witk the desire qf iis jluthor, 
Igive thefollowing NarraiiveJ] 



PROPOS ALS OF MARRIAGE: 



A TALE. 



We know what we are; but know 
not what we shall be/' said the poor 
Ophelia ; and she could not have made 
a truer Observation, as my experience teils 
me^ had she been in her right senses, — for 
it never eame into my head to suspect 
that I should turn author. And still I 
think it an odd fancy in me ; especiaUy 
as my story is a true one, and I am the 
real hero of it. However, narrate it I 
will, as my ambition new is to be a 
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iter ; and if that ambition should go 

to inci^ase, I shall probably be a 

blished writer too; for I tljänk, by 

eans of some scribbling man or woman 

my acquaintance, I shall be able, if 
vish it, to get into print. 
I shall be very careful to avoid in my 
m talewhatever has distressedme in the 
>ries of others. Therefore, though I 
)uld on no aceount teil the reader my 
/n real name, that of my family, or of 
y one person alluded to, I will not 

Ik of Mr, D or Lady C , but 

ivill give each person as pretty a sound- 
g nariie as I can think of : and some- 
[nes perhaps it will be appropriate to the 
laracter. 

To begin then with myself. 

At the time .1 am writing this, I am 
healthy man of sixty-four ; and am well 
lown in the fashionable world as the 
[onourable Tylney Tr^sgothic, a very 
ic)i old bachelor, the younger son of 



3dä fliÖfÖiÄtt Ö'P M/CRklAtäB. 

the ^E^Ä Öf 'Öldwortli! conseqiferitfy I 
need not teil yoü fh&t I liaVe löhg Tjeen 
the öbjedt 6f irnatf iniönial s{)eeülations to 
vitgitis of tön, who have böen twehty 
•yetifs ät lea^t ekpectirig thlB right man 
to appear ; — ^atid to'eoiifdy widows öf a 
certäin äge, who häve aequitell the habit 
of livihg beyörid thelr mcöriie. WKöther 
thereföfe I am still a bachelor, oi^Afliether 
1 äiii göibg to märiy, 'v^^tll be seöi duritig 
*the prdgfess öf these theihöirs. 

Dut I fear that When I Said äboVe I 
wöuld not 'do Vhät has lalWays ahnoyed 
me in the ötöries öf öther -people, 1 ex- 
ce^ded the stricit'tfuth ; fori am disap- 
pbinted my^df l^hen a yartlcüUr descrip- 
tion is not given of the face, p^rsbn, and 
dress of the h^ro atld hieröine; but I 
cähhot sumihöh up cdurage to^fleicribe 
ihy &^n./ All I cäh do, höwever, I will. 
I will say that I am tall, flörid, young- 
lookiiig for'itly 'age, äs I ath^töid, and 
•not by'mygläss älone; ihlC^t piy usiial 
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tu nie is a böttre-green coat ; tliät 
Diigh all the variätions öf faihiön 1 
e worn white silk stockihgs and Hght 
seyniere breecHes, with khee and shoe- 
jkles ; and that my hair, which *has 
y fately lieen cropped clbse to'my head, 
1 now*that it is white with age^) has 
'ays been HgKlly 'pdwdered. 1 hiave 
^er wörn a wig, except'when 1 Was a 
id ;~aridlim hanging üp ät Öldivorth 
stle, in a coniplete siiit bf light blüe 
vet, a jvig, a sword, ' ail'd a^hät under 
7 ari^il, in all the consequende bf ten years 
l, Let tne arfd, that, such as'I have 
BcHbed myself, I äiii üsually lo be Seen 
bry' night öf a' favourlle opera, ät the 
rner bf the third rbw in the pit, on'the 
ie bf la prima 'doniia ;— thät, 'habit(fed 
a loöse great cbat, I niäy also be iseen 
len a fävbülrite' aötbr or äclress plays, in 
e thiM row' bf the pit ät Drury-lane 
' Coveht Gaifden ; — ^and IwUl ventüfe 
> say, that there is scarcely a fa'shibiiable 



304 PROPOSALS OF MARRIAGE. 

assembly in London to which I am not 
invited, and where I am not commonly 
to be met for an hour or two. 

Reader, if thou art a young man or 
woman of fashion, thou must have met 
me very often ; and vvhen thou hast read 
this tale, I suspeet that thou wouldst 
not be sorry to be bettetr acquainted with 
me, shpuldst thou be in the Situation of 
which it treats. But I beg thypardon, 
for I feel that I am talking a great deal 
to little purpose, and already deserving 
the reproach of garxulous old age, . , .New 
then to get on with my stpry. 

•I have already said that 1 am a fre- 
quenter of fashionable assemblies, and 
they are often enlivened by fine music, 
from Professors and public singers, or 
by pleasing Performances, chiefly vocal, 
from amateurs. But these latter per- 
formers rarely exhibit except in small 
select parties, — and of such parties I arn 
very fond. 
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a these meetings, which arefavour- 
to the cultivation not only of ac- 
ntances but of intiniacy, a friend pre- 
ed me to Lady Mary ]Lovely, eldest. 
^hter of the earl and countess of 
rien, vvho had chamied nie by her 
ity, her manner, and her voice ; and I 
id her conversation equal to them. 
had also another chann for me — her 
le was Mary. 

ady Mary was not slow to discover 
favourable Impression which she had 
le ; and she tried to increase it by the 
lest smiles and most flattering atten- 
. But, as I am really no coxcomb, 
as not weak enough to believe that 
fine young wqman had any intention 
)eing Lady Mary Tresgothic. But 
World thought otherwise ; and Lord 
dess, — a man of my own age, but whose 
was of a fine purplish brown, with 
skers of the same colour ; and with 
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cheeks cöiileur de 7'ose, but wliose kriees 
tottered uhder him, ana whose legs were 
lifee spinales, — ^was seen to tiirn äs pale 
as he could türh, wlienever I appl'oached 
Lady Mary. V^ov Lord Lawless was her 
declared lover, and highly apptoved of 
by Lord and Lädy Vaurien, whb bad 
twelVe chiÜreii, expensive habitfe, an 
fembarrässed fortune, and no jrincipte, 
But with this expected sacriiice of berself 
tö the wants of her selfish parents t was 
not acquainted durihg the first weeks of 
my Iriltimäcy witb Lady Mary, thougYi 1 
söÖh discovered thät she Was uVihappy ; 
'and several times I had seefi her stärt, 
change folour, cast an ihquiring anxious 
glänce round the roöm, or through the 
foldingdoors thätledfromone roomtothe 
other, and then fall into compTete abstrac- 
tion seemirigly from all external objects. 
Ät these tiiries I used to säy to myself, 
" Poor girt, I fear she is in love !*''And I 
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sd to wonder, as 1 had often done 
re, at Lady Mary's being unmarried 
le age öf three-and-twenty. 
Tho the obj'ect öf her afFectldns was 
d yet to learn ; — butlwas soon ena- 

to discoveV. 

ne evening Lady Mary was in vaiii 
ited, by the lady of the house and 
elf, and commanded by her nio- 
, to sing a httle balläd in which she 
icularly excelled. 6üt she resolutely 
sed to comply, urging her utter in- 
ty. Our hostess and I, seeing her 
süally pale and ögitated, desisted 
1 our suit ; but Lädy Vaurien said to 

in a low voice, " Foolish obstinate 
! I know why you cannot sing it.' 
Then I wonder, madam, you shoüld 



99 

me. 



Lnd the angry mother turned away, 
ng her the look of a fiend ; while I, 
of pity, wonder, just indignation, and 
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affectionate curiosity, sat down by Lady 
Mary. : 

" O mother — ^yet no mother!" I al- 
most -audibly murmured ; and I looked 
at my trembling neighbour with such 
interest expressed on my countenance, 
that the popr thing was sootbed, though 
aifected^ and said to me in a low voice, 

" You know not how precious to me 
the consciousness of your friendship is ; 
for indeed, dear sir, I wänt a friend." 

At this moment the Honourable Mr. 
Merital passed us; a very fine young 
man, who had just taken Orders. As he 
left the room, he looked back, and his 
eyes met those of Lady Mary. The glance 
was momentary ; but his expression could 
not be mistaken — it was that of love ; 
and when I turned round to see what ef- 
fect it had on Lady Mary, I found her 
countenance so cleared up ! and though 
she looked thoughtful, she seemed no 
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iv painfully so. In a few minutes 
, she Said to me, *' I wish you would 
the goodness to go and see whether 
ur Merital be gone." 
lid so ; and returning told her he 
hen going down stairs. Immediate- 
eeing her mother Coming up to her 
i, she saidtome with a very meaning 
j, " I ean sing now." And as Lady 
ien did come to persecute her into 
)liance, it was well for her that she 
ible to obey her. She then sat down 
e Instrument, and sung the foUow- 
long, though not with a very steady 
• 

give the words, because they were 
ntly descriptive of her own feelkigs ; 
it was cruel in her mother to request 
o sing them when she knew Merital 
ivilhin hearing. 
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SONG, 



To ihe Tune of^^ Vous mc quittez 



tez.*' 



" Yes,-we must part, ^iiice fate has so decreed 
it, 
And far TU rove, niy fetter'd hea|t to free ; 
For loye ^hould die when hqpe lio möre can 
feed it, — 
And I as yet too fundly think on thee. 

Nor think tbat Vm in search of pleasure roving! 

By thee unahared all joys are vain to me ; 
I go in hopes, the power of absence proy ing, 

I, with less pain, may learn to think pn thee. 

Judge by thyself, ivhene'er the past recalling, 
Thy pensive inemory fondly tunis to roe ; 

Judge by thy tears, in spite of manhood falling, 
Whet I endure wbene'er I think on thee. 

But Heaven forbid that thou, like me, shouldst 
langnish ! 

So well I love, from selfish views so free ; 
I wish thee, Henry, ne'er to know such anguish, 

As tcars my heart whene'er I think on thee." 



PROPOSALS OF MARRIAGE. 311 

l^ell, I had learnt three things that 
iing. The first was, to tliink lU of 
yVaurien; — the second, that Lady 
y was not only in love, but was be- 
d; — the third, that Artjiur Merital 
the lover ; and moreover, I suspected 
Union had been forbidden by parental 
lority. 

also recpllecte^ with no small plea- 
I that Lady Mary had told me she 
ed my friendship, and that she wanted 
end. Still, tbough I had reason to 
k she wished to confide in me, I did 
feel myself authorized to solicit her 
fidence sooner than she chose to offer 
and week succeeded to week, month 
lonth ; and I met Lady Mary, and I 
her grow thinner and thinner, paler 
paler, and evidently more and more 
ressed, — ^yet still she was silent, and 
i^as I, on the subject of her apparent 
asiness. 
ler approaching marriage with Lord 
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Lawless was now the general themeof 
conversation ; and I heard that he had 
bought her of her mercenary parents, by 
promising to provide for three of the sons, 
and to take her without any dower then, 
or in future. 

How great was my Indignation at thls 
intelligence ! 

I eould understand the impropriety, 
not to call it madness, of a union between 
two noble beggars, like Merital and Lady 
Mary ; but I thought it hardship enough 
for two such admirable young persons to 
be doomed to pine in hopeless love ; and 
to force Lady Mary to marry one man 
while her heart was another's, appeared 
to me the climax of parental cruelty ; — 
that man too, old, dissolute, and hollow- 
hearted ; — a man who could not, I was 
yure, fulfil the promises by which he ob- 
tained her, as he was really not rieh, and 
had but little interest. 

While I was feeling this anxiety con* 
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inng Lady Mary, life, which usually 
ited interest with me, acquired a very 
ng one ; and I was perpetually förm- 
plans, and abandoning them again, to 
e these parted lovers, as I now found 
1 had long been ; but they had been 
:ed in vain, for one interchange of a 
k of still-existing tenderness had 
lerto kept the flame alive in both, and 

proved that there is no eure for love, 
absolute Separation and completeyears 
bsence, 

' But what can be the cause/' I was 
• saying to myself, " of the change in 
ly Mary ? Surely she will never go to 

altar willingly, and they will not 
5ume to drag her thither?" when, 
1 ! one evening she came to a party, 
üng on the ai'm of Lord Lawless^ who 
ked all delight, and seemed to say, 
m I not at last a happy man ?* 
-^ady Mary, however, looked any 
^g but happy ; and I saw that she was 

^OL. I. P 
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vainly desirous of speaking to me apart. 
I therefore cofttrived to get near her, and 
to say in her e8r,-^**Can what I hear be 
true ? Ate you really going to sacrifice 
yourself to that man ? '* 

*^I fear I must," she ireplied in the 
accent of a broken-hearted woman ; " and 
isacrifice myself for the good of my family, 
Besides^ why should I not now ? Arthur 
Merital is going to be married — you un- 
derstand me.'* 

" / da. Stil/y pause ere you resolve.** 

Lady Mary sighed, but spoke not 
then : however, as she walked forward, 
she Said to me, with a look of excessive 
ägony, " Othat Lord Lawless were such 
a man as yourself ! " 

" Wöuld he Were, for thy sake, poor 
thing !** thöught I ; supposing that Lady 
Mary m^nt she wished he was as weU< 
principled, as in thät case he would not 
have persisted in addresses so odious to 
the objeet of them. 
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scarcely slept that night, bo füll 
I of wishes to serve Lady Mary* But 
d her lover reallybe false, and so soon 
: that look too ? / could not believe 
[ knew how constant man's love could 
and I suspected that Lady Mary was 
Dsed upon by those interested in de« 
ing her. 

'he next morning, however, though 
iiight had been nearly sleepless, I rose 
ly usual hour ; and was at breakfast 
alf-past nine, when my valet inform- 
le that a young lady and her maid 
\ beloWy and wi&hed to speak to me. 
'Which ?'* Said I, '* the young lady, or 
maid ?" 

The young lady." 
What ! a woman grown ?^ 
O yes, sir ; quite a fine young lady 
ed." 

This is very stränge," thought I, but 
sired she might be shown up directly. 

p2 
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And my heart whispered that it was Lady 
Mary Lovely, 

Nor was I deceived. It was Lady 
Mary ; who, throwing herseif nearly over- 
whelmed with flutter on a chair, apolo- 
gized in imperfect accents for the liberty 
which she had taken, and the Indecorum 
of which she was guilty. 

" I am eonscious," replied I, *' of 
nothing but the happiness which you 
have conferred, and the hopes of your 
entire confidence, which your visit holds 
out to me, as you must be sure, Lady 
Mary, that I will do any thing in my 
power to serve you." 

** Will you — will you indeed ?'* said 
the agitated girl. 

*^ I will^ — that is, unless it is some- 
thing very unreasonable ; and that I know 
it cannot be.*' 

" Do not be too sure of that." 

" No ! Well, slight difficulties shall 
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discourage me ;— and now teil me 
whole Story of your love and your 
iry. 

My Story/* she replied, " is soon 
: — ^Arthur Merital and I have been 
ched to each other from early youth, 
we were allowed to associate together, 
:he danger which might have been 
seen had been ineurred to the utmost; 
>r we had learnt to love, and then 
id we must as certainly despair. 
l we were forbidden even to speak to 

I other. Nor was the distant prospect 
3h Merital had of a family living, al- 
;d to hold out to US any chance of 
re happiness. I will not dwell on 

I I feit at seeing all the prospects of 
youth thus destroyed; and though 
nted to accept the addresses of other 
lg nien, I rejeeted them almost with 
ust, as I had a sadly soothing conso- 
>n in my deterniined constancy to my 
love j espeeially as, whenever we met, 
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the eyes of Merital evinced a constancy 
equal to my own. This consciousness, 
too, prevented me from being unhappy. 
But now..,/' Here Lady Mary paused, 
too much affected to proceed for a few 
moments; then recovering herseif, she 
went on : — ** But now the case is widely 
difFerent, and I am miserable : he is faith- 
less, and / desperate. My parents are in 
distressed circumstances. LordLawless is 
liberal in his offers^ my filial piety is 
called upon, and mylove for my dear 
brothers....and above all, perhaps I am 
ürged by pique and the wounded feeiings 
of my sex, to become a wife, before 
Merital becomes a husband/* Here she 
gave way to a passionate flood of tears ; 
and though I disapproved her last-men- 
tioned motive of action, I deeply sym- 
pathized in her very natural distress. 

" Compose youself, my dear child," 
Said I very tenderly. 

** Would I were your child ! '* she ex- 
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imedy *^ then I might have a cliaace of 
nghappy." 

' Perfaaps you still may, But you 
med to imply that you had a favour jto 
of me," 

' I have ; but such a favour that I 
Uy dare not utter it/ 
^^ndeed!" 

''* Yes ; one that nothing but the 
mliar circumstances in which I am 
ced^ and my horror o^ Lord Lawles^, 
dd have induced me to think of . It 
so Strange a thing to ask — so vefy 
ange." 

'^Keep me no longer in suspense, 
ne the desire. What do you wish me 
do ?" 

* Marry me yourself." 
Eiere she hid her face, and I was 
d she did> for I could not help ex« 
iming, — "Strange indeed!" — and I 
)uld not have likßd to see the poor 
ng's confusion. 
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But, as soon as I had recovered my 
surprise and consternation, I must own 
that I cast a look inte the pier glass op- 
posite, and did not wonder I was preferred 
to Lord Lawless ; but this was but a mo- 
mentary weakness, and vanity was soon 
swallowed up in better feelings. I told 
Lady Mary that I was flattered by her 
preference, and the more so, because 
she knew that I had never tried to obtain 
it — ^had never had the vanity to believe 
that herattentions tome could be prompt- 
ed by any other feelings than those of 
friendship. 

I also added, that my affections had 
long been buried in the grave ; and that 
I had always resolved never to marry. 
But that our views usually changed with 
circumstances, and that like Benedict, — 
*^ when I Said I would die a baehelor, I 
did not think I should live to be mar- 
ried;'* — that therefore, if there was no 
other way of saving her from that hatefui 
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•rd Lawless, I would offer the same 
ms as he did to her father, and I should, 
loubted not^ obtain her for myself, as 
3 was ready to marry me, though she 
d not yet ever consented to aceept 
rd Lawless. But that I must heg a 
Je time to consider of her proposal : 
)ecause I must own/* said I» ^* that in 
ite of your youth, your beauty, and 
ur various charms, my heart remains 
konstant and a widowed heart ; and I 
\ towards you no other Sensation than 
it of a parent towards a child/' 
Lady Mary looked pleased» and per- 
ps was so. Still the sex*s vanity in 
r must have been a little mortified at 
e excessive sang-froid with which I had 
leived such a proposal from a very fine 
rl : however, she did not betray morti- 
ation if she feit it. And now, being 
irful of exciting suspicion by her ab- 
ice, she bade me a hasty " farewell," 

p 5 
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after overwhelming me with excuses and 
expressions of gratitude ; and I proimsed 
that in lesB than two days she shou}d hear 
from me, or see me. 

I was truly glad to get rid of her ; 
for my mind was now made up as to the 
best course for me to pursue, and the 
first thing I resolved upon was to go to 

^'s auction-room, in hopes of seeing 

Arthur Merital, who used to be a frequent 
lounger there ; from the hope, as I now 
suspected, of seeing Lady Mary, whose 
mother, though she was so poor as to 
think it necessary to seil her child, had 
älways money to expend on her own self- 
ish luxuries, and was for ever bujdng old 
chind, ormoulu'mseSy orthingsof thr.tsort. 

" If he be faithless, he will probably 
not be there/' thought I ; " if faithful, he 
will :" and on entering the rooin, he was 
the first object whom I saw. He was 
examining very attentively a beautifiil 
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ory work-basket» and I ventured to ac« 
)st him with ** Tlmt is a beautifiil thing, 
fr. Merital." 

» 

'' Very." 

^* It is just the thing for a lover to 
esent to his mistress ; and you» per« 
ips, think so to. And if it be not im- 
irtinent, I presume you are thinking of 
esenting it to the young lady to whom 
e World says you aresoon to bemarried?" 
This was very presumptuous, I own ; 
it poor Merital was conscious of feel- 
gs which made him insensible to my 
)ldness9 for he remembered my inti- 
acy with Lady Maiy. 
" I ! I going to be married ! — Can 
e-— can she think, sir ! — ^The report is 
loUy false. It is my brother who is 
ang to be married, not I ; though in his 
»sence I escort his lady. I marry ! I 
arry! Mr. Trfesgothie, I shall never 
gtrry now— never— never." 
As he Said this, he raised his fine eyes 
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to heaven with such a despairing look ! 
and I read in them Lady Mary Lovely at 
fuU length. 

* * Oh ! " thought I, ^* thou art a lover after 
my own heart ;*' and havirig now gaihed 
what I wanted^ I left the room. 

I livcd only in the next street, so I 
went horae to see if there were any let- 
ters for me ; and I found one, the Con- 
tents of which had such an efFect on me, 
thati seemed to tread in air, and ordering 
my carriage round immediately, I desired 
it to drive me to — no matter to what 
Street or Square — ^but to the Lord Chan- 
cellors. I shall not say to what Lord 
Chancellor*s ; nor, as mystery always 
enhances the efFect of a story, will I say 
any thing to let my readers know in what 
year I am writing. I shall only say that 
Chancellors sometimes are men who have 
a pleasure in remembering favours done 
them when they wanted friends, and are 
honourably proud of proving by their 
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tions, that they are not iingrateful. 
ich a Chancellor was he to whom I was 
Lstening, and I was one of his earliest 
id best friends. 

It is a fine thing to live in a eountiy 
lere a man who has talents and indus- 
f may raise himself to the highest 
inours of the State ; — and my ennobied 
end had done so. I knew he was not 
ting, as term was over, so I hoped to 
id him at home, and I did. 

" ^," Said I as I entered (for in- 

ed I did venture to call him by his 

me), ** I am come to ask a favour of 

u." 

" I am glad of it. You have pro- 

ised to do me that kindness for many 

ars> but have never done it yet ; and 

t who has such claims on me as you 

ve.^" 

'* Well, well, you will own that I am 

m come to demand payment of the 



326 PROPOSALS OF MARRIAGE. 

debt due, with interest, when I teil you I 
come to ask you to give me the living 

of — r 

" That living ! It is not vacant yet ; 
and though the incumbent is very old, 
(eighty at least,) he is very healthy." 

" No ; he is probably dead by this 
time. Here is a letter from bis physi- 
cian, who has written to nae by to-day's 
post, on business of my own." 

He read the letter^ and found that 
the incumbent was literally in the ago- 
nies of death : and the moment after, he 
received an express to teil him he was ac- 
tually dead. 

" There," said I, "and remember, I 
am the first applicant/ 

" True ; but it is one of the very best 
livings in my gift, and...." 

** I am one of the very best friends in 
your possession." 

" Very true; but one of the_ mini- 
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3rs, instigated I suspect by a very 
eat personage, has expressed a wish to 
ve " 

^* What he'or she shall not have : and I 
int this living for a person they would 
prove — ^for Arthur Meritalywhose father 
u know always votes with government: 
d I want this living for him, to enable 
n to marry Lady Mary Lovely, Lord 
iurien*s daughter, a devoted slave to 
inisters : and your other asking friends 
n only want to give it to some one of 
äir adherents and favourites/ 
" What shall I do ? I wish, you 
ow, to oblige you." 
" And by obliging me you will not 
ly make two worthy and fond hearts 
ppy, but you will certainly mortify and 
»appoint your old and determined ene- 
^ in the House, Lord Lawless ; who 
s, you know, no merc yon you, and who 
suitor to Lady Mary with her selfish 
rents' approbation.' 
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I thought I was justified in holding 
out this temptation to his bad feelings, 
if he had any, that they might come in 
aid of his good ones. . But whether they 
did or not, I do not pretend to säy ; all I 
know is, that he promised me the living, 
and that while 1 staid, I had the satis- 
faetion of seeing him write one or two 
letters in answer to applications, saying 
it was already engaged. 

My next visit was to Lord and Lady 
Vaurien. I found them alone» and in 
much emotion. Lady Mary had that 
morning, on her return home, positivdy 
declared that nothing should eompel her 
to marry Lord Lawless. 

I began thus — " I understand, my 
lord, that you and Lady Vaurien wish to 
marry Lady Maty to Lord Lawless, and 
that she is utterly averse to the union. 
Is this true ? Believe me, the question is 
not one of mere curiosity/* 

Lord Vaurien answered me at once 



•« 
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at it was true ; whilehis lady's cunning 
tle eyes, as she fixed thetn- on me, 
inkled with indescribable shrewdness. 
" Thenknow, my lord, I am authorized 
Lady Mary to ask your leave topropose 

marry her wy6'^^— having her free 
nsent to wed, if I can win her." 
^* You ! von !" exclaimed both the 
lighted parents at once. 
" Yes ; and on the same terms as 
)rd Lawless ofFered. I will provide for 
ur three boys ; for I have, you know; 
ßnitely more wealth than he has ; and 
rough my connexions, more iuterest." 
" Oh, to be sure,"cried Lady Vaurien, 
Besides, we know if you make a promise 
u will keep it ; and that is more than 
' can be sure of with Lord Lawless. 
eil, really, Mary has been very sly : — 
i saw her bent on refusing Lord Law- 
5s, but we did not suspect the cause 
IS attachment to you.'* 

*' Attachment to me!" echoed I, 
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looking at her with scornf ul indignatioa: 
" No ; — ^you know it was 7Wt» But, my 
lopd, you have not assured me of your 
consent." 

^^ I assure you not only of my consent, 
but of my wannesjt approbation : and i 
ah ! what a comfort it is t^ think that my i 
necessities will not haye compelled the 
sacrifice of my child !*' 

My lord," I replied very gravely, 

in accepting my proposals, you sacrifice 
your child to your necessities. If I were 
of a proper age to marry Lady Mary, it 
would still be a sacrifice, for you know 
she loves another/ 

, " Dear me !*" said both the parents» 
**we thought — ^werhoped,.v'* 

" No, Lady fifell*,*' said I, " you 
know, that you knew the contrary ; you 
knew Lady Mary*s heart was still Arthur 
MeritaFs, and yet you urged her to 
marry — and marry such a man too !" 

" I certainly much prefer you, Mr. 
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Xr^gothic, and really cannot allow such 
a marriage to be a hardship/' 

** Then I am sorry for you, rnadam. 
I pity any woman who can think a mar- 
riage of mere interest is any thing better 
than legal prostitution. But I must beg 
your patient attention, while I relate to 
you what it is necessary for you to know^ 
in Order to excuse tlie liberty which I am 
going to take.** 

They promised me their attention» 
and ordered the servants to deny th(^m to 
every one ; — ^but there is nothing they 
would not have promised me at that mo- 
ment ; for I had many thousands 
a-year — and I was to be their son-in-law, 
I am now going to appear, what I have 
some pretensiong to b© — ^a heros de ro- 
wa»-T-and you are now going to hear the 
history of my life. But I did wish to teil 
it to more respectable auditors than Lord 
and Lady Vajirien, and more interested 
too : — ^for though the husband did appear 
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to hear every word, I soon found that 
the wife's eyes were riveted on a beau- 
tiful emerald heart that I wore on my 
watch-chain, which dangled in my hand, 
and I had no doubt that she was saying 
to herseif, " I wonder whether he will 
give that to Mary, and whether Mary 
would give it to mev!*'....But I am too 
prolix— Now then tobegin. 

" Perhaps you already know," said I, 
" that my grandmother s immense for- 
tune — a city fortune — ^was, aecording to 
the marriage-settlement, settled on the 
second son of my father, being intended, 
no doubt, to purchase ariother peeragefor 
the family. You also know that by the 
death of the first and second son I became 
the second son and heir to the fortune, 
of which, alas ! I gained possession when 
it had ceased to have any charms for me, 
and when it could excite in me at first no 
feelings but the bitterness .of unavailing 
-gitet/' 
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** Did you not immediately try to 
procura a peerage ?" asked Lady Vaurien 
eagerly. 

" No, madam : the only woman whom 
I could ever wish to decorate with a Co- 
ronet was become the wife of another. 
For her sake I might have sought distinc- 
tions : — ^but with my hope my ambition 
died also. I had loved, passionately 
loved, Lady Vaurien, and been beloved 
in retum. But I was then only the third 
son of Lord Oldworth, and my mistress 
was rieh. Accordingly my suit was re- 
jected : — ^but I was sure of my own con- 
stancy, and equally so of my mistress's, 
and I resolved to await patiently tKe 
chances of life, hoping that something 
might turn up in our favour. But in less 
than a twelvemonth after I had been re- 
fused by her fatlier, she married my ri- 
val, a man of large fortune. I cannot, 
dare not dwell on the phrensied agpnies 
whieh this event occasioned me. Ves ; 
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let me think it was phrensy that prompted 
me to do what I did. I copkd out pari 
of the song of *Thou art gone awa' 
from me, Mary,* slightly altering the 
lines to suit my Situation : — ^they are as 
foUows : — 

Until this hour I never thought * 
Tbat aught could alter thee^ Mary ! 

Thou'rt still the itiistress of my heart, 
Think what thou wilt of me^ Mary ! 

Though thou'st beeu false^ yet white I live 
rU still wish well to thee, Mary 1 

I can't forget, but I forgive^ 
The wrong thou hast done to me^ Mary! 

" This was a song she used to sing 
with great feeling, and she often ex- 
pressed her wonder at the falsehood 
which occasioned it. Having ünished 
the extract, I watched for her carriage 
one day in Bond-street ; and as she got 
out of it I forced it into her hand without 
speaking. I then gazed my last on her; 
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for she looked so beautiful, though very 
pale, that I dared not see her again ; and 
I instantly went abroad : — ^but not alone; 
my kind mother went with me j and to 
her soothings^ and her watchful tender- 
ness I owed the recovery of my health 
and of my mind. It was now that I 
became possessed of my grandmother's 
fortune : — ^but it came too late — ^and I 
fear that I, at first, received it unthank- 
fuUy. 

*^ I remained abroad some years after 
my mother left me : but on my father's 
death I thought it right to return to 
England to try to eonsole her^ as she had 
consoled me ; and from her I learnt that 
my faithless Mary's husband had spent 
all her fortune and bis own ; that she was 
in redueed circumstances ; and that he 
was living abroad. She then was poor, 
while I was rieh ! — and call it weakness if 
you please, but I could not endure the 
idea, ill as she had used me, that she 
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should want aught which money could 
purchaise ; and I grieved to think that I 
could not befriend her. 

" My mother, on my father's death, 
shut herseif up at her country-seat, which 
was within ten miles of Clifton ; I there- 
fore usually rode thither every mörning, 
by way of ehange of scene. One mörn- 
ing I foUowed by chance a shabbily 
dressed invalid, leaning on her maid, who 
seemed.to walk with difficulty ; whenas 
she reaehed a pastry-eöok's shop, she 
turned her head, saw me, utteredasort 
of exclamation, and fainted away. I 
caught her in my arnis, and carried her 
into the shop. But judge of my feelings 
when I found that it was my once-loved 
Mary ! Her insensibility was short : and 
when she recovered, I remembered no- 
thing at that moment but that she was 
ill, and that she had fainted at sight of 
me. But such meetings and such feel- 
ings, though they can never be forgotten, 
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had better not be described. Süf&ce that 
I insisted on suppdtting her home-^Änd 
it was such a home l^^shabby, dark, un- 
wholesome — ^and I entreated to be al- 
lowed to see her the next day. iShe did 
not say No, and I &ncied that she meant 
to say Yes. I tfaerefore catled, but she 
refused to see me, I calied i^in-^but 
she was still denied. 

At length I heard «he was eonsider^ 
ably worse, and was in the grfeatest dan^ 
ger ; and I calied evety daiy, and almost 
every hour, to inquirehonir she did. One 
day when I calied, the servant gave me 

I 

a letter addressed to me ; and chöhged 
as the characters were, with a beatin^ 
heart I recognised the predous hand^ 
writing of Mary. 

I instantly flew to my hotel with 
phrensied impetuosity, atid locking my- 
self xnto a room, I read— 

** 1 feel that I am djing ; and as death 
VOL. i. a ' 
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they say dissolves all ties and all obliga- 
tions, but such as affection sanctions and 
God approves, I trust that I may venture 
to disclose the secrets of my heart ; and 
as death endues me with this privilege, I 
welcome its approach. Know then, that 
I have always loved, and never loved any 
other than you. But I was taught to 
believe that you were false, and engaged 
to another. Nay, they even caused your 
marriage to be inserted in the paper. 
But even that failed — and I declared your 
faithlessness was no excuse for mine. 

" The next attempt they made was a 
terrible one ! — ^My father declared, if I 
did not marry Mr. Desmond, he must de- 
stroy himself : that he owed him a great 
sum of money, which he could discharge 
no other way than by giving him my 
band. J refused to believe this at first ; 
but he brought me docuraents to prove 
it; and lastly, he produced the pistol^ 
and aimed it at bis life. 
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" Tbis is 110 new tale — no new inci- 
it — such things have been tried on 
lers. With me the plan succeeded, 
1 I married; — married without one 
rd of apology or excuse to you : and yet 
new niyself excusable. Judge then 
at I feit, when you put those touching 
lerous lines in niy band — lines too 
ich reminded me of former days. My 
t impulse was to write to,you, and 
ulpate myself: but my second was 
lepress the culpable^ ungenerous, and 
igerous desigii. ' No,' said I to my- 
', * if he still believes me unworthy, 
may.forget me and be happy. But 
e knows me to be aggrieved, and not 
Ity, he will love me still, and perhaps 
k me still : — ^and then how can I be 
e thatt^I shall be able to resist the 
idhigs of my own heart !' 
* The first virtue is to avoid tempta* 
1 ; — and I, acting on this principle, 
3ore to write to you. O my beloved 

a2 
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TUney ! may I not now rejoice humbly 
over the consciousness of hsving done 
thus—of having distmsted my own 
strength — ^since I owe perhaps to tfaat, 
the svqaport and comfort which I novr 
fed on this, my bed of death ! 

*' I have only to add^ that my hus- 
band, conseious that I never loved him^ 
and sus^eeting that I still loved you, 
tireated me mth excessive unkindness; 
s^d that I even rejoiced in the utter de- 
struction of our fortane, because it ridded 
me of him. I had been gradually dying 
of what is called a broken heart before he 
left me«— and the struggle is nearly over. 

'^ I have now unborthened my heart, 
aoid it mll be soxne comfort to me in my 
ladt moments, to know that you will love, 
not hate my memoiy :— but it is also 
necessary for my peace, that you should 
respect my reputation^ Alone and un- 
prx^cted I cannot, must not receive 
yoinr Visits, even if I were able ; and I 
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:now you would yourself shrink from be- 

ng the means of aspersing my hitherto 

inblemished fame. We have therefore 

net for the last time : but I saw by your 

nanner that you had forgiven my foult, 

iven before you hear d my exculpation, 

md the remembrance will, even to my 

ast breath, be sweet to my soul. 

'^ God bless you» dearest of men ! 

Surely, surely, the hop6 that we shall 

neet again, in another world, is not, 

^annot be delusion.. 

** Mary;* 

Reader, I did not repeat this letter 
bo my noble auditors ; I only told them 
bhe heads of it; that was enough for 
bhem : — ^but I did teil them how I acted 
in consequence of it. I mounted my 
horse, and set off instantly to my mo- 
ther, and put the letter, without speak- 
ing, into her band; 

She read it with tears, and Said, 
" What would you have me do ?" 



342 PROPOSALS OF MARRIAGE. 

" ^Vhat your heart dictates." 

" I understand yoii,'* she replied. 
Then writing a few lines, she ordered the 
carriage. 

" Lord Vaurien," said I after a pause, 
^' you remember my mother ?** • 

" Remember her! I should be 
ashamed if I did not remember a woman 
wbo was an honour and an Ornament to 
her sex ! Oh, how proud have I and 
other young men feit, when allowed to 
see her to her carriage ! and we -seemed 
to respect ourselves for beingable to feel 
pleasure in showing our respect to vir- 
tues like hers." 

** I thank you, my lord," replied I with 
deep emotion at this just and well-felt 
tribute to the worth of my incomparable 
mother. " Well then, Lord Vaurien, 
this spotless and generally revered being 
undertook the care of my poor Mary; 
and as soon as we reached Clifton, she 
sent up the note which she had written to 
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Her, to prepare her for a visit from her. 
Mary, gratified beyond measure at this, 
the greatest proof which I could give her 
of my pardon and my respeet, received 
her aceording to our utmost wishes, and 
complied with -all my mother desired. 

That evening, wrapped up in blan- 
kets, and supported by pillows, she was 
conveyed to the best lodging in the place, 
and one very near the Well. There my 
mother remained with her, taking on her 
the oflice of head nurse ; and as it was 
impossible that calumny itself could cen- 
sure the woman protected by Lady Old^ 
worth, Mary consented to see. me once 
er twice a week in my mother's presence; 
and she was evidently knproved in 
strength, when the news reached us that 
her husband was dead. 

" What prospects of happiness now 
opened upon me! How rapidly did 
Mary's health seem to return with hope 
and happiness ! while my beloved mother 
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enjoyed tbe bright prospects of her dear 
Charge and of her son. 

^* But ene day» when Mary had seemed 
unusually well^ difficulty of breathing 
suddenly returned» and even while she 
was echoing my words^ ' How bappy we 
sball be after all our sufferings !' she sud- 
denly became chilled and convulsed, and 
died without a groan/' 

Here I went into tbe inner apartment 
for a moment, to kidulgie unseen an 
«motlon^ wbieh I believed was wboUy un« 
«hared* Bat I suspect I wronged Lord 
Vaurien, w he hi^d betrayed onoe er twice 
sozne correspondttig feelmgs ; and I was 
very apt to betieve he sympathized with 
me, and had never loved Lady Vaurien. 

" N<w, my lord,** said I, when I re- 
turned, ** I am come to that part of my 
Story wbkh wäl expkdn and account for 
my having tronbled you with these long 
details. 

** Perhaps I feit this blow move» be« 
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cause I had leamt to hope : but I had so 
long despairedy and made up my mind 
to the utter büght of my aSecfions, thät 
I was not depressed as much as img^t 
have been expeeted. Besides, I had the 
consolation of knowing thaA my wealäi 
had contributed all that weatth eould do 
to the comfost of the beloved betng whom 
I had lost ; — ^that my own mother had 
been her nucse, her sHpport, and her 
soother in her last illness and last mo- 
inents : and above all, I knew those last 
moments were such as to give me every 
security that she was now happy.^ StiU I 
had all my wonted fiuitasticality of feeling 
and plans when distressed, and my mo« 
ther wisely indulged me in it. — ^But I see 
Lady Vaurienlooks weary and impatient." 

** Oh dear, no : I am quite interested* 
Pray go on as long as you please.'* 

" One bf these plans was' this : — ^In 
Order to save one if not more virtuous 
cx>uple firom being saci^ced in future to 

a5 
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the selfish designs of parents on tbdr 
children ; to prevent such misery as my 
beloved Mary had experienced from a 
marriage in which the heart had no share, 
1 Ijdd by a certain sum of money, which 
I resolved to give to the first young couple 
who should be unable, from poverty, to 
inarry for inclination ; and who shöuld 
also be exposed, by the avariee of their 
parents, to the danger of forming an 
Union odious to themselves, and hateful 
in the sight of God. 

^* The sum has now been appropriated, 
but not ealled for during so many years, 
that it is now a very considerable one, and 
large enough to portion off more tban 
one bride ; and I eonsider the money de- 
posited for that purp ose, as my best tri- 
bute to the memory and the niisfortunes 
of my only love. Hear me then, Lord 
and Lady Vaurien : I repeat to you my 
solemn promise to provide for three of 
your boys : but I do not aspire to be the 
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lusband of Lady Mary. No, my lord, 
et her marry the man of her choice, and 
[ will give her a sufficient dower.*' 

** With all my heart!" cried Lord 
V'aurien eagerly. 

But Lady Vaurien said, " But, sir, 
Mr. Merital has nothing !" 

" He has Lady Mary's heart, madam; 
md I am told that he has virtues and 
talents.'* 

*' Yes, sir, but people cannot live on 
them ; and Mary has been expensively 
brought up." 

** Well, madam, Mr. Merital will, to 
my certain knowledge, be inducted in a 
few days to a living worth at least from 
twelve to fifteen hundred pounds per an- 
num. Will that satisfy you ?" 

** O yes ! — and if you will not really 
marry Mary yourself....!" 

"I marry her, madam, after what I 
know ! Do you think me a villain ? O 
(ie ! Lady Vaurien, I blush for you." 
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^^ And so do I,*" said her lord ; ^' and 
I rejoice most heartily in the dear girfs 
happy pro»pects. And how, sir, shall we 
show our gratitude to you ?" 

*^ By not naming it. Yes, you ean 
oUige me by simply tdling Lady Mary 
I have made my proposals, and that tiiey 
are accepted ; and teave me to disdose 
the truth to her.** 

They promised : and as Lady Mary's 
accepted lover I. was to retura to din-. 
ner. 

Certainly this was the happiest day in 
my life. I was sure of having been the 
means to erown the wishes of two faith« 
fiil and fond hearts ; and I feit that I had 
not liyed in vain« 

My next step was to call on Mr. 
Mental : but, fest I should not find him 
at home, I wrote him a fetter, explaining 
all that had passed, and engaguig him 
to come that evening to Lord Vaurien's, 
nd send for me out. But I found him 
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at home« However, as I now found an 
unusual lack of words come over me, I 
went in with the letter in my band. I 
dare say my look was very extraordinary ; 
for he 3eemed not only surprb^d, but 
agitated at tbis expected visit. . And he 
was so alarmed and coafused that he tjiid 
not even ask me to sit down. 

" Well, sir," said I, rendered awkward 
bya Situation sonewandsoembarrassing ; 
f ^ so you told me you were not going to 
be married } but I thought you were mis- 
takeu/' 

" How, SIT ! do you doubt my word ?** 
cried he, looking so fierce that I believe 
he forgot he had taken orders« 

^' No, sir ; not at all : still I am sure 
you are on the point of marriage.'" 

" Absurd ! I thought, sir, you must 
know — you must suspect.../' / 

" I do know, and I do suspect ; but I 
also koow beyond suspicion, that you are 
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going to be married, — ^andto Lady Mary 
Lovely." 

"Sir!*' cried Mental, tuming pale; 
** this cruel insult — this mockery — ^this 
trifling with my feelings, is what I did 
not expect from you, sir." 

■" You are right," cried I ; " it does 
seem like mockery, and I am an old fool ; 
— but on my word, I cannot act more 
coherently now, I am so overjoyed ; — but 
read that, and then perhaps yoü will for- 
give me." 

So saying, t put the letter which I had 
written into bis band. Happy young 
man ! bow I envied bim bis feelings, and 
bow fondly I remembered, bow bitteriy 
I regretted my poor Mary! 

Before be bad read to tbe end, be ex- 
clalhied, — *^ Tbis is too mucb, O sir!" 
And rusbing into tbe otber room, be 
closed tbe door on bim ; and it was some 
minutes before be returned, and seizing 
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my hand, said, "What^can I say to 
you, sir ? How can I express my grati- 
tude ?" . 

** You owe me none. I have given 
Lady Mary to you, only to get rid of her 
myjself." ' 
" Hojv, sir ?" 

** It is very true ; she would have' in- 
sisted on my marrying her, if you had 
not. She absolutely ofFered herseif to 
me, to get rid of Lord Lawless ; therefore 
in self-defence I eontrived to secure her 
mafriage with you." 
** You are joking, sir." 
** No, I am not; I am in eartiest. 
She thought you faithless ; and wishing 
to marr}% to avoid persecution and get 
from home, she wished to marry me 
instead of Lord Lawless." 

" That I do not wonder at, sir ; but 
I had rather she had married Lord Law- 
less, because you she might have leatnt 
tolove." 
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Herej^was a compUment ! And how 
well, in a few words, had this young 
man acquitted all his obligations to 
me! 

*' I thank you/* said I ; ** but I must 
not stay here,— come to me to-night» at 
Lord Vaurien's» — and leave the rest to 
me.** 

I then drove home ; tried to recnut in 
solitude, and meditation, my disordered 
spirits ; and having dressed^ I repured to 
Lord Vaurien's to dinner. 

But what a chiU to my warm feelings 
awaited me there ! Lady Mary seemed 
now as averse to me, as to Lord Lawless, 
and to shrink as much from a union witb 
me. I feit I had not deserved thb» and 
was angry at it; and to punish her a Kt- 
tle, and prepare her at the same time, I 
sud, as I handed her down stairs, — 
** So, Mr. Merital is not going to be 
married ?" 

So my sister teils me,** she replied ; 



«c 



PHOPOSALS OF MARRIAGE. 353 

And then, poor thing, her coldness was 
accounted for. 

Still I did not think Lady Mary used 
me well, as I did not provoke such cold-» 
ness from her by any undue exbibition of 
fondness ; and I blamed her perhaps too 
severely, Nor would I after this at all 
shorten the period of her trial and her 
sufifering. 

At nine I was told that a gentleman 
desired to see me ; and going up to Lady 
Mary« I told her that as Lord and Lady 
Vaurien had agreed to my proposals, 
they and I both thought that the mar- 
riage had better take place as soon as 
possible. 

Lady Mary now tumed very pale, and 
replied in fialtering accents, ** that she saw 
no occasion for such haste ; that some 
months hence indeed.../* 

*^ Some months ! Unkind Lady Mary ! 
Do you consider my age ? But perhaps 



i* * 
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you wish to take the chances of what a 
few months may do for me." 

Lady Mary was shocked; and conscious 
&he was acting ungratefully, replied, 
scarcely able to refrain from tears, ^' Well, 
sir, in a few weeks be it then/' 

" I hoped you would say days/' replied 
I ; and so said her father and mother : 
but Lady Mary was firm. I then saijl, a 
gentleman was waiting below whom I 
wished to introduce that evening, because 
I had resolved that he should perform 
the marriage ceremony; and that he 
should not be to present when the day 
came ; and I added smiling^ that if he 
was not allowed to be one of the princi- 
pal people on the oecasion^ there should 
not, with my consent, bt;, a marriage at 
all. 

Lord and Lady Vaürien smiled, and 
ünderstood me ; but Lady Mary was too 
unhappy to notice much what I said. All 
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,l\e heard was, that I was going to intro- 
iuce the gentleman who was to perform 
:lie marriage ceremony ; and the idea of 
:liat was insupportable. 

I now quitted the room, and returned 
vith Merital. At sight of her lover 
L<ady Mary screamed, started forward, 
ind then fainted in her father's arms ; 
and I began to be sensible I had behaved 
very foolishly, and sported with feelings 
tliat deserved more consideration. But 
Lady Mary soon recovered, and recover- 
ed to an almost insupportable sense of 
happiness ; for all was soon explained to 
her ; and the sight of the happiness which 
I had occasioned was balm of the most 
precious kind to my widowed heart. 

To be brief . Lady Mary in 2^few days^ 
agreed to marry Merital, though she re- 
fused to marry me earlier than ^ifew 
%ueeks\ and thus she utterly knocked 
down the fabric of vanity in me which 
she had built up ; and she continues to 
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looky and to be so happy in her marriage, 
that I have in vain expected her to smooth 
down the rufRed plumes of my self- 
love, by saying, — ** Oh ! Mr. Tr^sgothic, 
diat you would bat have married me 
yourself T 

T.T. 
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Vol. I. 

I^e 17, line 3 and 4» for ''and bis oomplexion rudiier,^* 
■emd ** and bis oomplexion is more rudäy i"—4ot ** and 
person manly" read '* and person are manly." 

ge 158, line 4» for ** seven*' read « iaurteen.'* 

Vol. IV. 
ge 200, line 6, for ** Ghent'' read " Ratiibon." 
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